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one bank to another, stamp duty should not
be collected as in the ease of ordinary trans-
actions. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Qunestion put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.3 p'"m.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.54]: As
the sitting has been suspended for about an
hour pending the receipt of a message from
another place and, as it has not yet been
received, I shall not ask members to remain
any longer. I move--

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

h1ouse adjourned at 4.55 p.m.

legiloative ReesembiQ.
Thursday, 10th December, 1942.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read prayers.

BILL-COMMONWEALTH POWERS.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands (for
the Premier) and read a first time.

QUESTIONS (10).
CIVIL DEFENCE.

Requisitioned Premiss.
Mr. Mc&DONALD asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, With reference to the matter pre-
viously brought to his attention, namely, the
case of an airman's Widow whose premises
were requisitioned for Civil Defence pur-
poses, and whose obligations thereon for
interest, rates, and taxes amount to £100
a year, is he aware that under the National
Security Order made by the Premier, she
has received no rent for the premises for
six months and is still unable to demand any
rent? 2, Will he make representations to
the Premier to amend the National Security
Order, or to the Commonwealth Minister
for Civil Defence, with a view to terminating
this injustice at the earliest possible moment?

The MINISTER replied: 1, 1 am not
aware of the present position between the
airman's widow and the local authority con-
cerned. 2, Full details of this matter were
placed before the Commonwealth authorities
when my attention was previously drawn
to it.

LOTTERIES.
Commission ont Ticket Sales.

Mr. M1cDONALD asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police: 1, Dur-
ing the year ended the 30th June, 1942, did
any agent for the sale of lottery tickets re-
ceive commissions for such sales exceeding
in the aggregate £7603 2, If so, how many
agents received commission in excess of that
sum and what was the total commission re-
ceived by each such agent in respect of the
year mentionedI (Names of agents are not
asked.)

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, Yes. 21 Three, £1,927'
16s. 9d., £1,249 12s., £764 5s. The above
earnings relate to the period 3rd June, 1941,
to 28th May, 1942, and include Consulta-
tions No. 95 (opened 3rd June, 1941, closed
7th August, 1941) and No. 104a, drawn 28th
May, 1942. These are the nearest completed
lotteries covered by the period for which
information is required.

AGRICULTURE.
As to Sustenance Alloirances and Interest

Rates.
Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agri-

cultare: 1, Owing to the increased costs in
primary production, would he give earnest
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consideration to the need to increase the sub-
sistence allowances now being allowed to all
farmers operating under the Agricultural
Bank? 2, Will he confer with the Common-
wealth Government with a view to a further
reduction in interest rates now being charged
on all farm debts so that farmers wilt be
enabled to meet the added cost of the new
harvest wage determination?

The MINISTER replied: 1, The matter
has already been considered and an announce-
ment will be made shortly. 2, Yes.

WIRE AND WIRE NETTING ACT.
As to Agricultural Bank Interest

Charges.

Mr. SEWARD asked the 'Minister for
Agriculture. In answer to a question re-
garding, the rate of interest charged set-
tiers uinder the Wire and Wire Netting Act,
he stated that the muatter was governed by
an agreement made with the Common-
wealth Government which provides for five
per cent, interest and two per cent, sinking
fund. In the report of the Auditor General
it is stated that the rates are four per
cent, interest and two per cent. sinking fund.
Is the latter a typographical error or
does the Agricultural Bank make one per
cent, on the transaction?

The MINISTER replied:- No. Four per
cent, interest And two per cent. sinking
fund is the State responsibility under the
agreement to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but the agreement also provides that
the State may charge interest on advances
to settlers at a rate not more than one
per cent, above the rate charged by the
Commonwealth to the State. For the pur-
poses of this particular clause, however, the
agreement further provides :-That when
the amount received by the State from set-
tlers exceeds the amount required to be
paid to the Commonwealth, the additional
amount received by the State should be
paid to the credit of a trust fund to be
utilised during the currency of the agree-
ment for the purpose of purchasing wire
and wire netting to be advanced on the
same terms as the original advances.
No money is available, however, from
this source to purchase additional wire net-
ting as the State had to find the amount of
£56,844 10s. 5d. through settlers failing to
meet their obligations.

SECOND-HAND BAGS.
As to Supplies.

.Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that farmers
and country agents are unable to obtain!
second-hand bags in which to put oats, as
well as chaff bags?' 2, Is such inability
caused by lack of supplies or an unwilling-
ness on the part of bag merchants to make
them available at the ruling price? 3, If
supplies are available will he take action to
make ltem available to farmers before the
oat crops; are lost, even to the extent of com-
mandeering supplies and issuing them under
departmentsal supervision?

The 'MINISTER replied: 1, No specific
instance.% of farmers. or country agents
being unable to obtain second-hand bags
or 'chaff 9ags bie been recdived where
the necessary formality has been followed
in submitting orders. 2, See No. 1. Fur-
ther, the bag merchant is unable to hold
up supplies, as bags must be supplied by him
on the submission of a permit to purchase
signed by the D)epartment of Supply and
Shipping. 3, The control of all jute goods
rests with the Department of Supply and
Shipping, If the lion. member, however,
will supply details of specific instances
where bag-s have not been supplied after
the necessatr formalities have been complied
with investigations will lie made into the
matter.

METROPOLITAN MILK ACT.
As to Dairytmen's Comnpenation FtLnd

Mr. MeILARTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What is the amount now
standing to the credit of the dairymen's
compensation fund, uinder the Metropolitan
Milk Act? 2, What amount of interest has
accrued to date?7 3, Is it considered likely
that this money will be used to compensate
producers who may lie put out of business
at sonic future time? If not, is any good
purpose served by continuing to collect the
contribultion? 4, Would he be prepared to
invite siuggestions from representatives of
the whole milk producers as to how this
money might be used in the future?

The M1INISTER replied: 1, To 30/11/1042,
£10,740 18s. 3d. 2, To 30/1241942, £1,360
is. 6d. 3, The compensation fund is estab-
lished under the Act for such a contingency.
4, Suggestions for the utilisation of the
dairymen's compensation fund should be
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.submiit ted for the c onsideration of the
hoard, upon which producers are ade-
qutately represented.

WVATER SUPPLIES.
As to Reconditio ning of Pipes.

Mr. NORTI{ asked the Minister for Water
Supplies: 1, How far, in general terms, has
the revonditioning of reticulation pipes been
errIied out in the metropolitan area? 2, Re-
garding- the fact that part of Cottesloe
around Forrest-street is now receiving badly
(liscolouIredl water, is this duo to departmental
work?-

The M1INISTER FOE LANDS (for the
Minister for Water Supplies) replied: 1,
The work of reconditioning- reticulation
mains has been completed in the suburbs
with the exception of North Fremantle, and]
certain large mains in the city areas of Perth
and Fremantle. 2, 'No.

CIVIL DEFENCE.
As. to Boa rded Shop-Fronts.

lion. IV. D. JOHNSON: asked the
Minister for Mines: 1, Whether lie is
aware that in the main shopping cen-
tres of Sydney and Melbourne window
displays9 are general and the glass re-
inains in A number of the larger shops;
and that somec arc protected by lighit
wvire netting, hut boarding-up is evidently
not favoured, and certainly not enforced? 2,
Whether lie appreciates the brightness and
consequent cheerfulness of such conditions in
these vapitals as eompared to the depressing
drabness of Perth? 3, Whether hie will en-
deavour to have the shopping centre of Perth
more illuminated And made a little more at-
tractive for the ensuing Christmas season.

The 'MINISTER replied: 1, 2, and 3:
There is no prohibition against window dis-
plays in Perth nor is there any provision re-
quiring time hoarding up of windows. The
only ordler affecting the position is one re-
quiring the removal of glasgs on ground floors
and basements in the main city block. If
the owners desire to replace it they can do
so with anuy other commodity they desire.

WHEAT.
As to Prices.

Mr. STUBBS (without notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture: 1, Has his atten-
tion been called to a paragraph that ap-

peared in "The West Australian" yesterday
headed "Lakes District Wheat. Payment of
4s. at Silos"? 2, Are the statements eon-
tained in the article accurate?

The M1LNISTER replied: I have read the
article, whichi refers to the payment at bulk
bins away from railway sidings as if de-
livery were made to at railway siding. Thisi
is a matter I took up with the Minister for
Commerce many weeks ago after an ap-
proaeli wvas miade by the farmers' organisa-
tion in that district. On behalf of those
farners, because on examination it seemed
to he an injustice, I lpresented their ease to
the Minister, but have not since received a
reply.

Mr. SEWARD: (without notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture:- Do I understand
that this amiount of 4s. a bushel for bulk
wheat wias on the bagged wheat basisV

The MINISTER replied: An approach
was made for deliveries to he paid for on
exactly the samea tenns received by other
farmers who delivered At railway sidings.

BUL-STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRt. SEWARD (Pingelly) [11.10]: 1
thank the Minister for having put this small
Bill before Parliament this session and hope
it wvill be passed. As the Minister said in
moving the second reading, the purpose is
to prevent clients who have overdrafts with
various banks throughout the country from
being compelled, ushen certain banks have
had to close their branches at various towns,
to discharge their mortgages and take oat
fresh mortg&ages with the consequent neces-
sity in many eases of having to make heavy
payment for stamp duties, fees and so forth.
The closing of bank branches in certain
country towns has been brought about by
the Commonwealth in order to make more
manpower available, and the client has no.
thing to do with their closing. The branch
has been closed and the bank has had to
transfer the client's account to another bank:
and it would be manifestly unfair if the
client had to bear the cost of stamp duties
on the new documents.

It appears to me that by far the simiplesi
method would have been for a bank to trans.
for the mortgage to the other bank without
taking out fresh documents. This proposal
was submitted to the banks, but there ww,
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an objection on the ground that certain
banks included a clause in their mortgages
that the bank taking over the account did
not want, and therefore they were not able
to agree to the proposal. It seems to he an
extraordinary position in a State such as
Western Australia, where we have five or
six trading banks operating, that they could
not agree. I have a copy of "The Westra-
lien Banker" for November, 1942, contain-
ing a report of a conference held between
representatives of the various banks in Vic-
toria and the Bank Officers' Associations.
Speaking from memory, I should say there
are nine, 10 or more banks operating in
Victoria. No. 11 of the recommendations
read--

Transfers of securities to be effected by a
rubber stamp endorscment, such as "'In this
document where X Batik is named, tis shall
read Y Bank," These endorsements to be
given the effect of law by regulation under
National Security Act.

That would have been a very simple way
of meeting needs and I am sorry it was not
adopted here. Particularly do I regret that
this has not been done because, as the M1in-
ister indicated, although the liability for
stamp duty will be removed, it will not be
possible to remove the Titles Office fee8.
When the fresh mortgages are taken out
they will have to he registered. Certain
work will have to he done in the Titles Office,
and those concerned will have to bear the
Titles Office fees. The client is not re-
sponsible for what has occurred and it is
not fair that he should have to bear those
charges. However, in view of the fact that any
attempt to hold up the Bill at this late stage
of the session might result in its not being
passed at all, I intend to waive my objection.
Having received the Bill only yesterday, and
having had it examined from the point of
view of the banks, I think it might be neces-
sary to submit an amendment, but rather
than delay the passage through this House,
I will have a copy of the amendment handed
to the Minister so that he may get the ad-
vice of the Crown Law Department upon
it and the amendment moved in another
place. This will permit of the Bill being
passed through this House with the least
amount of delay. I commend the Bill and
support the second reading.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): This
appears to be a very proper Bill for the

House to pass and I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

ia committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, rep)orted without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL--MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Cotuwil's Avnents.

Schiedole of eight amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. 'Marshall in thle Chair; the 'Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2, paragraph (a) :-Add.
after the word "practitioners" in last line,
page 1, the words "tile seventh member shall
nlot he a memtber Of the Public Srvice."

The -MINI STER FOR HEALTH: I am
at a loss to understand the reason for the
Council's amendment and ask the Coin-
inuttec not to accept it. Whiy should a
member of the Public Service be excluded!9
Dr. Atkinson is a public servant and is
president of the bhrd at present. If I
were asked to nominate a member of a
board of this kind, which will be required
to investigate tiny cases of mal-practice on
the part of members of the profession, I
would first of all look to a Government de-
partment for a juan. We would he more
likely to get a man of knowledge from a
Governnment department than by going out-
side the ser-vice, although there would be
nothing to prevent our going outside. The
job is anl honorary one, too. I move-

That the :amendmient be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 2. Clause 11, proposed new para-

graph (3). Insert after the word "to" in
line 36, page 7, the word "a."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
provision will then read "in relation to a
specific disease." I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Before

proceeding to deal with Amendment No. 3
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I desire your ruling, Sir, on the following
matter: The word "dietitian" appears in
the Bill and is spelt in some places
'dietician" and in others 'dietitian." I have
made inquiries of several medical practi-
tioners, who all state that they have never
seen the word spelt with a "e." "Hansard"'
is desirous of spelling the word in one way.
Am I in order in asking that the Clerk of
Parliaments be allowed to alter the word,
where it appears in the Bill as "dietician," to
"dietitian" ?

The CHAIRMAN: That matter can be
arranged. I will ask the Clerk to comply
with the Minister's request.

No. 3. Clause 13, proposed new Sect ion
25A: Insert before the word "treatment t '
in line 14, page 8, the words "diagnosis,
examination, and the."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
amendment is rather important. I have
received legal advice that it would have a
cumulative effect. It means that any per-
son, other than a medical practitioner, who
iq charged with using radium and s-ray for
the treatment of any cases, must be found
guilty of doing all three acts. In other
words, he would have to be found guilty of
using radium or x-rays for the diagnosis,
examination and treatment of any case. I
mfove-_

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not arced to.
No. 4. Delete the words "immediate per-

sonal" in lines 15 and 16.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I

think the Committee should agree to this
-amendment. Many x-ray examinations are
made at the Perth Hospital and at St. John
of God Hospital by technicians and sisters
who have been trained in the work and who
do it under the supervision of medical prac-
titioners, but sometimes not under their
immediate personal supervision. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and p~assed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 5. Insert after the word] "to" in line

21, the words "a chiropractor or"
'The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have

no objection to this amendment and think the
C'ommittee should agree to it. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Couneil's

nimendment agreed to.

No. 6. Insert before the word "dentistry"
in line 22, the words "ehiropractrice or."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This is
a consequential amendment. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 7. Insert after the word "dentistry" in

line 22, the word "respectively."
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have

no objection to this amendment. I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. S. Delete the words "resident or" in

line 38, page 8, at d substitute the words "in
practice and."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
amendment is reasonable, as many doctors
travel extensively. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
A committee consisting of Mr. McDonald,

Mr. Withers and the mover drew up reasons
for not agreeing to certain of the Council's
amendments.

Reasons adopted and a 1Mage accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILI,-MORTGAGEE8' RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE

AND AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 3rd December.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [I1.321,
This is a Bill to extend for a further year
the Mortgagzecs' Rights Restriction Act which
has now been in operation since 1931, and
also to amend, the Bill in one respect. In
general, the operations of the Act will be ex-
tended, and I sgree with the Minister that
it would not he desirable for the Act to ter.-
inate especially in view of the difficult

times now existing in relation to the money
market, and the various restrictions that have
been imposed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ruent with respect to raising capital. It
would occasion ver 'y great hardship in many
iustanecs if the protection now conferred by
the Act were removed. There is, however, an
ame'ndmnent to the Act under which a mort-
gagee who is himself in receipt of a small
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income and is the owner of a comparatively
small amount of property is to be enabled to
enforce his mortgage rights without applying
to the court. I do not propose to enter on
the machinery that is to apply in such a case.

Shqrtly, the proposal is that the mortgagee,
on satisfying the Commissioner of Titles, in-
stead of a judge of the Supreme Court, that
he comes within the exception that this Bill
seeks to engraft on the Act, will be entitled
to an order under which he can call up the
mortgage and demand payment, and if pay-
ment is refused can then enforce his ordinary
rights of sale or foreclosure which will con-
fer on the mortgagee the right to recover his
money. This amendment is one that I think
should be sup~ported. Attention has been
drawn to the matter on a number of occa-
sions, particularly by the member for Ned-
lands, who showed that in many instances
people had put their money out on mortgage
in the expectation that they would recover it
in time to assist them in their old age, but
now find that there are serious obstacles to
their getting repayment. I do not think
there are many eases to which this amend-
ment will apply, but it will give some relief
to mortgagees of a certain class who have
perhaps suffered a good deal by the restric-
tions imposed under the parent Act. The
Minister's proposal is worthy of support. It
has been difficult to provide in a short form
for this amendment because it deals with
rafting on to the parent Act a rather dif-

ferent principle. I intend at the Committee
stage to move some amendments which do
not go to a matter of substance but are aimed
at making the Bill clearer than at pre-
sent appears. I have had the advantage of
a discussion with the Minister for Lands and
the Crown Solicitor in regard to this Bill,
and in the Committee stage I shall explain
how the amendments will operate if the Corn,
mittee sees fit to adopt them. I support the
Bill.

HON. N. KEENAN (Xedlands) : As the
member for West Perth said, this is a Bill
for the purpose of continuing legislation
passed in 1931 to restrain mortgagees from
exercising their rights to foreclose mort-
gages. There can be no question that there
is necessity to continue that legislation on
our statute-book, at any rate for the pre-
sent. The original Act of 1931 was passed
in days almost of panic. Members who were
in the House at that time will recall that

we faced an extraordinarily dangerous posi-
tion financially, and we rushed through le-
islation to deal with the situation. The legis-
lation does not apply to any mortgage made
in the last 11 years. That is an extraordin-
ary position. No mortgagee who has.
obtained a mortgage as security for a
debt since 1931 is in the least affected,
hut only those who happened to have
mortgages existing at that date. We.
rushed that legislation through almost
in a state of panic, or we probably
would not have made it so general as it is.
It is applied to every class of mortgage,.
There is provision for application by a mort-
gagee to a judge for the right, notwithi-
standing the terms of the Act, to enforce his
security, but in practice that is bound to
work, and perhaps rightly, in the following
manner.

It is utterly hopeless to apply for relief
against a mortgagor who is no~t in arrear
in respect of interest or against whom it
cannot be shown that there has been a large
waste of the mortgaged property. That is
of no beneft wvbatever to the small inort-
gagees who, as the member for West Perth
told the House, in many instances are peo-
ple who desired to make provision for them-
selves or for somebody else in the future,
and for that reason entered into mortgages
which it was intended should be realised at
a certain date, and the money be available
for their maintenance in their old age or
for the education and placing of their fami-
lies. I remember bringing this matter in
1933 or 1934 before the then Government-
Hon. P. Collier's Government-and subse-
quently, when Hon. P. Collier was away, be-
fore Mr. McCallum, who was Deputy Pre-
mier. On each occasion sympathy was ex-
pressed with the case I put forward of un-
questioned hardship under the terms of the
Act of 1931 in respect of provisions made,
for instance, by working men for their
widows and families, which were entirely de-
fated by the application of the Act. Un-
fortunately there was no legislation intro-
duced to deal with that injustice.

Now we have reached today when this
measure is before the House. I would like
to explain why it is in its present form.
Under the statute itself, application has to
be made to a judge in Chambers, and there
is provision that no costs are to be allowed
either to the applicant or the respondent, al-
though an expenditure of £15 or £20 might
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be incurred in making application. Even if
the application were successful costs could
not be recovered and, if it were unsuccess-
ful, the applicant would be out of pocket to
the extent of a considerable sum. So that
portion of the Act is a dead letter except
in cases where the parties are possessed of
means. As I understand it, the desire was to
bring forward a measure to give relief to
people of that class without their incurring
any expense. If in 193a1 we had not legis-
lated in a great hurry, I have no doubt that
in the framing of this measure we would
have excepted this class of mnortgagee from
its operations.

In a very large sense, this Bill does that.
It enables them not to hare to proceed by
the costly method of thle 1931 Act, hut
simiply by establishing certain facts to the
Commissioner of Titles. Thereupon they
proceed as if the Act of 1931 did not apply
to them and 116 if they had been especially
exempted from its operations. The facts
they have to establish are that they are in
receipt Of a Very limited income, that the
miortgage debt is due, that the total sum of
thle estate, including the amount secured hr
mortgage, is a limited sumi and that the3'
are the proper parties to apply. Thereupon
thle Commissioner is entitled to issue to themn
the necessary authority to proceed to entforce
their security, which includes every fom of
enforcement open at lair to a mortgagee for
foreclosure or sale. If a sale does not real-
ise the amount of the mortgage, there canl
be an application for foreelosure. Those
arc the only remedies. The great point is
that mortgagees possessed of only limited
mtensi which they invested for a special pur-
pose-which purpose was defeated by the
,operation of the 1931 Act--are given relief
which, I think, has long been due.

MR. WATTS (Katauning): I am some-
whalit s~urprised that this Bill has been
broug-ht down iii its present foin. The ob-
jttt int to take awry in regard to specified
type,~ of mortgagees rights that are conferred
on the Commis sioner of Titles uindcr the
3loit-agees' Bights Restrict ion Act. I have
Of court! felt for some time that the Aet
could undergo amendment -with advantage.
As, pointed out by tile ilemiber for Nedlands
it has remained on the statute-book since
1931, and with thle exception of at small
raneiidnint agreed to within the last week
Or "Ao has not heemi altered since that year.

Coupled with the fact that it will apply
only to mortgages made prior to August,
1931, it is apparent that some amendment
could with advantage have been inserted to
gfive to the court or the Commissioner certain
rights to enable a mortgage to be called up
where the circumstances of the mortgagee
were such as to show that grave hardship
liad been inflicted upon him my his inability
to call up his mortgage debt. That, of
course, would apply only to cases where a
private mortgage is involved, and I notice
that the Bill does not propose to rant the
power or right conaferred by it to mort-
gagees that aire firmns or corporations.

Therefore it is apparent that the Minister
is in agreement that if relief is to be
granted it should be granted to the indi-
vidual who suffers hardship because of the
meagreness of his means, and because of the
comparatively small amount involved in the
mortgage wrhich he holds and where relief
is apparently essential to his mkeans of
livelihood. I mu1Lst confess that, notwith-
standing that the proposal in the Bill is
limited to mortgagees other than firms or
corporations and is obviously, therefore, in-
ten ded to grant relief only to such indi-
viduals as those mentioned by me, I find it
hard to believe that the proposal to satisfy
the Commissioner of Titles of the facts set
out in the Bill is sufficient. I think there
should bie still a iucans of application to the
court Necking relief on lines suggested by
the Bill, bnt I (10 not think it should be
macrely by presentation of an affidavit to
the Commissioner of Titles seeking to prove
the facts i-quircd by the Bill to enable the
calling utp of a mortgage and the permit-
ing- of powver ot sale to ensue. It seems to
tme that we would be ill-advised to depart
from the original structure of the Mort-
gng-ees* Rights Restriction Act. Although I
1j11 prepared to agree to a proposal which
takes into consideration the hardship that
may have beent imposed upon certain people
of small means. I do not think this is the
right way to go about it. I do not wish
to delay the passage of the Bill unneces-
sarily, but I will ask the M1inister to post-
pone the Committee stage of the Bill until
later ilk the sitting. He will realise that I
have not bad much time to consider the
m1easure, and I 141m most anxiou-s to do so
bitfore it i4 passed.

Question put and passed.
Bill read] a second time.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1942-43.

In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day;
Mr. Withers in the Chair.

Vote-Railway.,, Trai ays, Ferries, and
Electricity 8 op ply, £-3,812,90 (partly con-
sidered).-

HO1. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) £11.53]:
I take this opportunity to etaphasise what I
.said on another matter yesterday, namely,
that the attitude adopted by the Minister
for Railways in connection with what could
well be described as the threatened increase
of 121/ per cent. in freights and fares was
most amazing-. I propose to read to the
House the questions I put to him and the
answers given by the Minister to indicate
that the position he has taken up is cer-
tainly most amazing. First of all I asked
the Minister without notice a number of
questions. I made available to him copies
of those question,, early on the morning of
the day on which I asked them, and the
Minister purported to reply to them in such
an evasive mnanner that I decided to put
the questions on the notice paper. His
reply as far as I eould hear it was that he
had not considered the matter, and he com-

-plained in the first instance about may ques-
tions being asked without notice-although
I had given hint notice earlier in the day,
and, of course, that might not he regarded
as9 formal notice. Subsequently, as I said,
I put the samne questions on the notice
paper, arid on the 25th November the Min-
ister replied to them- I propose to -read the
questions and the replies in order to em-
phasise that heyond any possible question
there could not be a greater instance of
deliberate evas2ion. The questions were as
follows:

1. Is the statement correct which was made
by Mr. T. C. Raynor, the Deputy Secretoryr of
the W.A. Government Railways, on the 6th
November last before the Commonwealth
Grants Commission, namely, that an all-round
increase of 121/1 per cent, in railway charges
was proposed?

2. If so, is lie aware that such increase
would seriously affect the people living on the
Eastern Goldfields who aire paying and always
have paid rates for all services rendered by
the railways of an amount highly payable to
thme railways?

&Is he aware that in addition to the in-
creased charge 1which would be made by the
Railway Department, sales tar is imposed on
suich increased costs?

1711

4. Will he undertake that if Such increased
charges for services to be rendered by the Rail-
way Department, and particularly for the car-
riage of goods, are intended to be made, he
will have same gazetted sufficiently long before
the close of the present session of Parliament
to allow of the matter being brought before
thle House?
Fina lly there is this other question, which
is possibly of the gravest importance of
the lot-

5. Alternatively, will lie undertake not to
gazette any increase of charges for services to
be rendered by the Railway Department whilst
Parliament is in recess?
1. shall now read the Minister's reply, which
I say was highly evasive. In fact, it could
not have been more evasive. The reply
was-

The statement made to the Grants Commis-
sion by the Deputy Secretary of lRailways was
made without reference to the Government-

The Minister for Lands: There is nothing
evasive about that.

Hon. N. KEENAN: No. The reply con-
t imued-
-and has not been considlered by the Gov-
ernment ;

The Minister for Railways: That is quite
correct.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It was correct then.
The Minister for Railways: That is so,

and it is still correct.
Ron. N. IKEENAN: Ua the Government

asleep? Is it in recess? Nineteen days have
elapsed since the statement was made, and
the matter has still not been considered!

The Minister for Lands: You think you
have discovered something new.

Hon, X. KEENAN: I would remind the
Minister for Lands that he is not the Minis-
ter for Railways.

The Minister for Lands: I am a member
of the Government.

Hon. N. KEENAN: After 19 days, the
Government has not considered a matter
of the gravest importance.

The Minister for Railways: To whom?9
Hon. N. IKEENAN: Tfo the whole com-

munity. Nineteen days and the Government
has not yet considered it! The reply con-
tinues-

-coneqactlyno declaration will be made
until the proposal has been cousidered and a
decision reached by the Government.
There is not even the slightest suggestion
that the matter will he considered.

The Minister for Railways: It has not
been considered yet.

2013



2014 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. N. KEENAN: How long will it
take the department and the Minister to
consider it?

The Minister for Railways: It will take
a considerable time because much is in-
vokved.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Will it take two
years?

The -Minister for Lands: It will be pro-
perly considered at the appropriate time.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The appropriate time
has arrived.

The Minister for Lands: In your opinion.
Ron. N. KEENAN: No one could say

anything else.
The Minister for Lands: In your opinion.
Han. N. KEENAN: I am expressing

everyone's view.
The Minister for Mines: You are not

speaking for me, and I am someone.
Ron. N. KEENAN: I could speak for

the Minister for Mines as well when I say
that a matter of such importance should
receive consideration at the earliest possible
moment. I asked the question so that the
Minister would not sit back and wait until
Parliament was not in session before impos-
ing these new charges. There was no answer
to that.

The Minister for Lands: That is a fig-
ment of your imagination.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am stating a fact.
The Minister would not answer my qnestion.

The Minister for Railways: Why should
Hi

Mr. Thorn: Why should you not answer
it?

Hon. N. KEENAN: What is Parliament
for? Are members to sit down and listen
to Ministers saying what they have done,
and then must we immediately bow our
heads?

The Minister for Lands: Hostile ques-
tions and intentions may have some object
in view.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Minister for
Lands should exercise a little restraint-just
sufficient to mnake himi interesting.

Mrh. Thorn: He is trying to protect his
colleague.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Nedlands singles out the Minister for Rail-
ways every time.

Hon, N. KEENAN: I have read the ques-
tions and the answers respecting the state-
ment made before the Commonwealth Grants
Commission on the 6th November. Nothing

else! We have no reply to my question as
to whether the proposed increases would be
a burden almost impossible for the people
Of the goldfields to carry.

The Minister for Railways: I, as an in-
dividual, have interests on the goldfields, and
I will have to carry part of the burden.

Hon. N. IKEENAN: I did not quite hear
what the Minister said. Did he say the
people did not deserve consideration?

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
sort.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the mem-
ber for Nedlands proceed and not take any
notice of interjeetionsI

Hon. X, KEENAN: Parliament has not
received answers to questions, as it is en-
titled to. Will the Minister undertake that
no such increased charges will be imposed
while Parliament is in recess? Will he say
that lie will not try to impose the charges
until we have an opportunity to discuss
them) Nothing! He could say, if he was
presumptuons enough, "Yes, that is what is
going to happen; we are deliberately waiting
for Parliament to rise, and then we are going
to considler the matter and] will promulgate
those increases."

The Minister for Rail-ways: I am not going
to be bustled by anybody.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Could anyone pos-
sibly imagine a more evasive reply, entirely
ignoring the real pith of the question and
answering only a mere question which every-
body knew stated a fact, that the Deputy
Secretary for Railways had made a certain
statemient. That is all that was replied to.
When I question the Mlinister, he answers
in that very nice voice of his, which unfor-
tuna tely does not carry to this part of the
Chamber, that his reply is not evasive. It
is useless to say that, because the reply is
obviously evasive.

The Minister for Lands: The Minister for
Railways interjected that a nice voiee could
lie used in a nasty Way.

Hfon. N. KEENAN: I repeat again that
one could not possibly find a more striking
example of an evasive and also improper
retply. In substance it insults the intelli-
g"ence and dignity of the House. Members
are entitled to a. reply. The answer was not,
",You are not entitled to a reply." We are
entitled to a reply; and, that being so, we
are entitled to an absolutely candid and
honest reply-not a miserable evasion. So
I repeat my description of the Minister's
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answer, made on this very important matter,
as a deliberative evasion, as an attempt to
get the matter put off and have a free hand
when the House has gone into recess.

The Minister for Lan&'s: That is absolutely
untrue!

HFon. N. KEENAN : The Minister for
Lands -would be much more delightful
person if he had at little discretion. How-
ever, hie is a delightful person even without
discretion.

The Minister for Lands: I would not like
much of your irascibility!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I hope that before
tile Committee has passed these Railway
Estimates, we shall have some explanation
from the Minister as to what his real know-
ledge and intentions are. The motion ref er-
ring to the subject is down so far near the
bottom of the notice paper that there is no
risk of its being discussed here. The motion
was carried unanimously in another place;
and, if it was carried unanimously, it must
have been supported by the Labour members
there. When the Minister deals with his
department, I shall wvant an explanation of
another matter to which I referred yesterday
-- the position of the workmen at the Mid-
land Junction workshops who arc entitled to,
and who have taken thle necessary steps to
obtain, superannuation allowances and retire
from work, but who have been manpoweredl,
with the result, as I say, that they will be
working, though formerly in receipt of £5
and now in receipt of £E5 a week, for £3
at week because thle superannuation allow-
aknce to which they are entitled is niot paid
to them. Will the Minister be good enough
to attend to that query? Apparently there
is a Cabinet meeting being held onl the front
bench. I ask the M-inister for Railways1 is
he prepared to answer that matter? Hfere
are men who are entitled to retire, and have
requested to be allowed to retire, though
they are entitled to retire tinder the Super-
annuation Act and obtain their super-
annuation allowances upon retirement, but
who have been manpowered and kept at
-work at Midland Junction, and who are
consequently receiving,' when their pay is £5)
a week, in plain figures only £3 a week.

The Minister for Railways: Thle Govern-
ment is doing exactly what the Act pro-
vides.

Flon. N. KEENAN: There is another
beautiful answer! The Act never vontem-

plated such a case. What a ridiculously
evasive answer again!I

The Minister for Railways: Look up thle
Act for yourself and see!

Ron. N. KEENAN: Is the Minister go.
ing to be a complete study in the ethics of
Machiavelli?

The Mlinister for Railways: No.
Hon. N. KEENAN: Well, half-way then?
The Minister for Lands: The Minister for

Railways does not want you to be sarcastic,
Hon. N. KEENAN:- If the Minister wants

me to expla in Machiavelli's ethics, I
will do so. Machiavelli was not an admir-
able person, and not a desirable person to
follow. But the Minister is following him,
He makes answer-, which arc purposely no
answers at all. Will he tell the Committee
Of anly reason why these men should be de-
prived of £2 a -week? Why are they work-
ing now at Midland Junction, if they eon-
tinue there, for £3 a week instead of £5?

Thle Minis.ter for Railways: I have told
'-ou.

lion. N. KEENAN: If they had left the
works, as they were entitled to leave, before
they were utaupowered, and if, as I pointed
out yesterday' , their services had been re-
qUired in the national interest elsewhere, they
would receive the full wage plus their super-
annt11ationl. But atpprently this Government,
which call throw away money as fast as any
other Government ever coald, is quite pre-
pared to take £2 per week out of the pockets
of these men. That is the comment I desire
to make generally oii the administration of
the Railway Department. It is, of course, a
maitter of commnon knowledge that the rolling-
stoek, and] particularly the locomotives, have
got into a state of the gravest disrepair, dan-
ger-ous disrepair, in a measure that may ha
Cxctisud Onl thle ground that they have beenk
overworked by reason of the war. But this
has been going on for years! It is not a
result, of the war. The existence of this dis-
repair was prominent in 1938 and 1937.

The Minister for Mines: And in 19321
lion. X. KFEENAN: Yes, and in 1932 by

roi'e of circumstances. The Government
holding office in 1,932 had not got aL penny-
piece, Wasl abs1oIlutely On the dole receiving
so much. a mouth allowed by the Common-
wealth Government and not a penny more.
There were no road moneys available, and
onily a bare margin to carry on thle Govern-
meat, which frankly and honestly stated, "We
cannot mainitain repairs as they should he
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maintained." However, we bad a swing-bock
from the depression times, almost an era of
affluence, in 1936 and 1937, and the Govern-
ment of the day claimed, and I presume it
intended what it claimed, to put the railways,
and particularly the locomotives, in full and
proper repair, and to spread the cost over
a number of years-ive years was the
period mentioned. But here we now find,
after those prosperous years, the railways in
a state far worse than that of 1932, and the
Minister is quite happy! He does not lose
a monment's sleep. He is prepared to allow
the present position to continue without
bothering his head about it.

The Mlinister for Vines: He treats you
pretty well.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Am I to begin at the
other end of the front bench and go down?9

The Minister for Mlines: You say some
very nasty things because you know the Min-
ister for Railways is good-natured.

Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order, please! The

Minister for ',%ines must not interject.
Hon. N. KEENAN: We all know exactly

that the Minister for Mines unfortunately
had to acquire-he is only human-his man-
ners in camp.

The Minister for Mdines: You brought all
your manners from the police court!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I was never i the
police court.

The Minister for Mines: What I learnt in
a camp is no worse than what you learnt in
police courts. I have fought for ray coun-
try-which you have never done.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I think the Minister
allows his imagination to run riot. I never
appeared in the police court in all my career.
However, that is nothing at all. After all,
on the present occasion I am not seeking to
put the Minmister for 'Mines right. That is
a Herculean task for another occasion. I
am trying to put the Minister for Railways
right, if he will allow me. I ask that Minis-
ter in replying-

The Minister for Railways: The Minister
for Railways can look after himself as he has
always done.

Hon. N. KEEN AN: Let me ask him to
look after the State now, instead of looking
after himself. The railways are part of the
State. Will he not attempt in this Chamber
to treat us as an audience of intelligent be-
ings? We are here to pass these Estimates
only if we approve of them; and we cannot

p)ossibly approve of them without examining
them and without having proper explana-
tions.

The "Minister for Railways: You are un-
reasonable.

[Mr. Marshall took the Chair.]
Ron. N. KEENAN: Both ends of the

bench are now suffering from the sme class
of fever-, and ought to be segregated. After
that, if the Minister for Mines would like
to have attention, I do not propose to indulge
him. I ask that the question of the proba-
bility or the possibility of an increase in rail-
way freights being imposed after Parliament
has arisen should be distinctly avowed or
distinctly denied, as the case may be. Again,
the position of the men at Midland Junc-
tion, to whom I have referred, should be
distinctly explained. The Superannuation
Act never for a moment contemplated such
a position. Lastly, there should be some
explanation of the steps that have been taken
to cure the present position of the rolling-
stock and the locomotives, which represents
absolutely a danger. The manpowering is,
of course, simply a result of the Common-
wealth National Security Act. If those men
are doing work that Tomlinsons want done
-Tomlinsons are looking for men every day
-they could go there. Tomlinsons are
simply bunting for labour. The superannu-
ation allowance is not an old-age pension.
The men pay in for a certain number of
years, in return for which they are entitled
to receive certain annuities. I thank you,
Mr. Chairman, for the good order you have
maintained since you came back to the Chair.
That was sadly needed to deal with the out-
break in certain parts of the Ministerial
bench.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in reflecting on other members.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) : The question raised
by the member for Nedlands regarding
freights and fares led to a few exchanges,
but I do not intend to contribute to that
side of the debate. As a representative of
a country constituency, I would welcome a
clear-cut announcement concerning this mat-
ter. We have all been in receipt of letters
from public bodies both within and outside
of our constituencies. If the Government
does not intend to increase freights and
fares, it should say so, but if it does increase
them it must take the responsibility for so
doing. We, on the other hand, must take
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the responsibility of agreeing to such in-
creases. The position is clearly set out in
the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. The Commissioner says-

The position cannot, however, be regarded as
entirely satisfactory as employees who would
normally have been engaged on maintenance
work have been diverted to Defence work,
while the staff hans been depleted by enilist-
ments, so that to an extent maintenance work
has been deferred and will form a liability for
the future. Furthermore, costs of wages,
materials and fuel have increased considerably,
while pay-roll tax, war damage insurance,
superannuation contributions, etc., have placed
an added and continuous burden on the finances.
All avenues for economy have been explored to
the full, but there is a limit beyond which it
is neither practicable nor expedient to go, and
the question of an increase in freights and
fares must receive early consideration if the
department is to continue on a sound financial
basis. A recotnmendation in this regard will
be submitted at anl early date.

The Commissioner, therefore, proposes to
make country and goldfields residents re-
sponsible for contributing, say, 80 per cent.
at least to the additional revenue of the rail-
ways to cover other charges imposed upon
them. We have the right to know whether
the Government agrees with the Commils-
sioner in that view. We are told that the
superannuation contributions, war-time dam-
age insurance and other charges have to be
met by an increase in freights and fares.
If it is the intention of the Government to
give effect to the Commissionees recommen-
dation and the recommendation advanced by
Mr. Raynor before the Grants Commission,
we have a right to know. We should not
be left in ignorance of the intentions of the
the Government. The railway figures show
an abnormal increase. Last year the revenue
reached a new high level, being a little short
of £4,000,000. The number of railway em-
ployees has, however, come down from about
8,000 to about 7,000 in 1940, representing a
staff decrease of about 20 per cent. I pay a
tribute to those who are working the rail-
ways today. They are doing a fine job and
are working overtime uncomplainingly. The
staff as a whole is leaving nothing to be de-
sired in the work it is doing.

The revenue from customers of the rail-
ways, mainly those in the country and on
the goldfields, has reached a new high level
in that the passenger traffic has increased
by 282,566. Country fares show an increase
of £C235,000, while city and suburban resi-
dents paid increased fares amounting to

£47,000. When I say that the burden of
any increase in freights and fares will be
borne by the country and goldfields people
to the extent of 80 per cent., I am stating
a fact. We have a right to know whether
it is the intention of the Government to
carry into effect the recommendation of the
Commissioner, who can do no more than
make a recommendation. The Government
should bear in mind that that will not he
the first increase that has been imposed
upon the customers of the railways. In 1919
a further charge of is9. per ton was put on
wheat, and in 19'20 an additional Is. per
tonl was imposed, bringing the charge per
ton onl wheat to an average of 14s. Some
two years ago anl increase of 15 per cent.
was made on certain classes of goods.

The proposal now is to increase freights
and fares by anl additional 12 1 per cent.,
which would mean a total additional in-
come of about £400,000 a year. The in-
crease in the revenue of the department to-
day compared with) last year is already
£424,000. The railways are a trading and
developmental concern. Why should their
customers be compelled to carry the whole
of the interest burden? This year that
burden represents a sum of £C1,032,000, or
25 per cent. of the total revenue of the
railwvays that is locked up in interest
chlarges. Those interest charges receive
first consideration by the committee which
draws up the scale of freights and fares.
The ordinary taxpayer in Western Aus-
tralia is only responsible for the deficit on
the railways. That amounted last year to
ahout £19,' 00. What it will be this year,
I do not know. The railways should at
least pay working expenses without any
further increase. Queensland and Victoria
have adopted the sound system of writing
off a portion of their railway capital ac-
count. The capitalisation of our railways
is about £25,000,000 in round figures.

Mr. Patrick: It is over £27,000,000.
Mfr. BOYLE: I want to get at the in-

terest charges which have already been in-
creased by .0043 per cent. Will the Min-
ister explain why in these days of attempts
to reduce interest rates, there is any neces-
sity for the interest rates connected with
the railways to go up? In Queensland an
amount has already been written down in
connection with the railways of that State.

Mr. Patrick: The amount was £28,000,000
and in Victoria it was £25,000,000.
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Mr. BOYLE: The figures just quoted by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition show
those twoe States have written down on
their railways £53,000,000. That system
should be adopted here. Railway officers
have told me they have no option but to
take the interest charges of over £1,000,000 a
year into consideration when drawing up
the freights and fares that are to be
charged. The interest charges to the tune
of 80 per cent. f all upon the country resi-
dents who patronise the railways. People
in the country arc compelled to use the
railways, and any increase in freights and
fares will represent nn additional burden
upon them. The other day we had one of
the Worni accidents in the history of our
railways. I refer to wvhat occurred at Swan
View.

Those, of us who use the railways to a
considerable extent have had it in our
minds; for a long time that some such acci-
dlent would occur. It is, to be regretted
that one enginedriver. unfortunately, paid
for that accident with his life. I have
heard that the train was overloaded, and
was over its tonnage. According to the re-
port of the coroner, the weight of the train
was. 41. tons below the maximum. The case
is clearly one for examination as to what
are the correct maximum loads for two
engines: when travelling through the tunnel.
A similar accident might Well have occur-
red With) a troop train or a passenger train.
There would have been very little hope for
the people who were travelling. I wonder
whether the possibility of ventilating the
tunnel has ever been discussed. To
me as a layman the idea of deviat-
ing the line around the tunnel seems
absurd. I believe the height from the
itqptnl~ot point in the tunnel to the
s. urfcep is only shout 80 feet and
squrely a ventilating shaft could be con-
structed for so short a distance. Engine-
drivers and firemen receive only a paltry
Is. extra for travelling through the tunnel,
although they risk their lives every time they
do so. I do not think many of us Would
care to undertake the job for £10.

We have had a warning through what
,occurred to the goods train, and can only
be thankful that the accident did not occur
in the ease of a passenger train. The 'Min-
istr and the department would he well ad-
vised to see whether the engineering staff
could not devise some scheme of ventilation

in the tunnel, and whether the maximum load
could not be reduced so as to provide an
ample safety margin for any train that is
passing through the tunnel. I travel on
that line on the average about once a week,
and am only one of thousands of other
people who do so. It is only right that
passengers should be fully safeguarded and
that a wider safety margin than apparently
exists should be provided for. I wish now
to refer to the over-crowding of our Diesel
coaches. I venture to say that the intro-
duction of that type of transport was revo-
lutionary iii this State. It brought to the
railways the idea of a form of transporta-
tion that wats previously foreign to them,
namely, the time and speed factors.

One is lucky- whcn travelling by an ordin-
mry train not to arrive at one's destination
two hours behind schedule. To he one hour
late is a common occurrence. The Diesel
coaches; rarely, even though over-crowded,
arrive at their destinations late. They are
well handled by capable men. It is an ex-
cellent system of transport for the people
of the State, but is inadequate to deal with
the volume of trade that is offering. If it
is possible to provide new buses for the
Canning route, and in the metrolpolitan area
generally, it should be possible to add to
the Diesel coach service. There is plenty of
trade offering. I cannot, however, see at
the moment any chance of further Diesel
coaches being put on rails. What will hap-
pen iii Western Australia after the war is
over is patent to us all. Unless the adminis-
tration takes time by the forelock and im-
proves the service, there is no doubt that the
Pelople -will fall back upon motor transport
as a means of reaching their destination. We
shall hare to get down to the Victorian and
South Australian systems. We know what
a magnificent train the "Spirit of Progress"
is in Victoria. Our express trains are
dingey and poor compared with the
expresses in the other States. The condition
of our rollingatoek and locomotives I have
drawn attention to on many previous occa-
sions. I am pleased to say that in Merredin,
wLhich is one of the principal railway centres
of the eastern districts, the fitting staff has
been increased by the railway administration.

The Minister for Industrial Development,
I am Kure, know, I am going to allude to
the quest ion of workshops' staff at Mferre-
din. It is rather a bone of contention be-
tween KNortham and 'Merredin. I hare always
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held that we should have a workshops' staff
at Merredin, even though it is only a small
one, instead of our locomotives having to
be sent to Northam and Midland Junction.
In these times of traffic stress I have seen
engines being hauled as part of a goods
train load along the eastern railway either
to Northanm or 'Midland Junction. That has
not occurred only once or twice. To haul a
100 ton engine for 70 or 120 miles is not
an economical proposition. No workshops
exist between Northam and Kalgoorlie, and
that is the main railway artery in Western
Australia. No other part of the State has
more than a fractional percentage of the
traffic on that route. I am not permitted to
speak of military movements, but it would
amaze members to know what the railways
are doing in the way of military transport
on that line. I have mentioned an instance
where a flange flew off an engine at Yellow-
dine. The enginedriver worked the engi ne
70 miles back to 2ferrcdin from where, I
assunme, it had to be taken to Midland Junc-
tion or Northam to be repaired.

The time for the abolition of the centrali-
sation of all repairs in one part of this
State is long past. Ours is a system of over
4,000 miles, and yet everything of a serious
nature must be taken to Midland Junction.
1 hope the Minister will give earnest con-
sideration to economic factors in working
the railways. I am more than usually in-
terested because at one time I was employed
in the Railwvay Department to dissect rail-
way earnings. I was 21/ years on that job
and I can, perhaps, see a little more clearly
than others the many economic factors which
are advantageous to the department. The
Minister should endeavour to decentralise a
lot of this repair work.

The railway men today are doing a great
job. They are working under difficulties, but
I can assure members that in my main town,
Merredin, I rarely receive a complaint about
railway' workers. Before thh war I received
a fair number, but today they are sticking
to the job and working all round the clock.
There is *not a railway man at Merredin
who does simply his ordinary work in any
one week. Call-boys are going out at all
hours of the night to get men out of bed
to staff troop trains. That traffic is enorm-
outs. The Commonwealth Government is pay-
ing for it through the nose, and we are pay-
ing taxation to that Government so that it
can pay the State Government. The country

residents should not, therefore, be loaded
with another 121/ per cent., which is merely
another tax.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) : In spite of
the rather doleful news about the position
of the Railway Department today, which
will I expect be supported by the Minister,
I am pleased in one sense that the position
is as it is. .We have important news in con-
nection with the outlook for the Australian
railways. The Leader of the Opposition
and Premier have returned, and we have seen
from the reports of the recent Constitution
Convention that the unification of gauges is
to be one of the projects to be included in
the five years' reconstruction scheme. This
will mean that thousands of pounds, or per-
hraps tens or hundreds of thousands of
pounds, which we should be spending today
in the reconditioning of the railways, will
be spent in a far better way on the stand-
ard gauge track and rollingstock for Western
Australia. In spite of the hardships which
will be experienced in the meantime we will
receive that compensation.

A year or two ago the Minister told a de-
putation from the National Party that he
was fully in accord with the unification of
gauge policy, and would take any steps he
could to bring it about at the right time.
We need not be so depressed if we realise
that much which could be done at present
will be carried out far better when the new
job is undertaken. Take the cost per mile!
That cost in this State is something over
E5,000. The cost in Victoria is ,just over
£10,000 per mile, and in New South Wales,
which has the standard gauge that we are
to adopt, it is £24,000 per mile.

The Minister for Mines: Is that the main-
tenance cost?

Mr. NORTH: No, the construction of the
lines. The latest Year Book I have is 1039.
In round figures the position is that we will
have to face an expenditure of something
like double our present cost in order to ob-
tain the job we want.

lr. Needham: There are engineering dif-
ficulties in the way,

Mr. NORTH: Yes, but Queensland, which
has the same gauge as Western Australia,
has much the same costs as this State.

Mr. Patrick.: You cannot take Victoria
and New South Wales as examples.

Mr. NORTH: Perhaps not, but if we go
to England, America and other parts of the
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world -we wifl find that the cost of the stand-
ard gauge is at least double what it is in
Western Australia. No-one will cavil at
that. Today we have very faulty grades and
are therefore losing millions of pounds.
When the Commonwealth comes to assist us
in this scheme we will be able to say that
we have not much to write off. The present
surveys will all be useful as will most of the
station equipment. We wiill certainly suffer
in having to pay for wider sleepers and
heavier rails. We will also have a big cost
to meet for grading, about which I have a
question on the notice paper. The point
of that question is this: According to the
reports of the Commissioner over many
years, a lot of money should have been spent
on grading to get more economical running
and enable heavier loads to be hauled at
better speeds with the same amount of coal.
Money has never been made available for
that purpose, because of the well-known
shortage of funds for this State when we
go to the Loan Council.

We have always such a vast amount of
work to do in our 1,000,000 square miles
of territory that we can only scratch the
surface of the important projects that have
to be undertaken. Enormous savings and
better services could have been rendered
over the years had the Commissioner had
the funds to carry out that necessary work.
Now that the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition have returned, and we have the
standard gauge proposition, we will have a
much more pleasing prospect to face in the
future, assuming that the Commonwealth
Government will stand up to its obligations
in regard to financing this scheme. Of course
it will not take five minutes to can-y out,
but, perhaps, a 10-year period. So many
lines may be done each year. But still it is
an outlook which alters the whole complexion
of our railways, and enables us to consider
far more expensive rollingstock than we
would have done by running this country
as a farming State to export wheat and im-
port superphosphate.

The Government ill have to contemplate
not only the railway aspect, but will have
to encourage our secondary industries to help
increase our population. I hope, before the
session closes, that the Minister will be able
to give us the information about the benefits
which will be obtained from re-grading the
lines.

M. BERRY (Irwin--MNoore) : The bless-
ing which the member for Claremont sees in
this Federal move to take greater control of
our railways might prove to be very mixed.
Up to date the Federal authorities have abso-
lutely whittled away one thing after another.
Now they have a good and perfectly legiti-
mate excuse, in the necessity for uniform
gauge, to whittle away still another State de-
partment. It may be found, after such
whittling, that we will have little further con-
cern with our railways, and that, by virtue of
the fact that they have already taken from -is
our powers of collecting money, they can do
just what they choose. It must be obvious to
all that whoever runs the cash-box runs the
business. It will probably be found that by
fixing a time of five years we will be fixing
the period of the life of the State Parlia-
ment. I had thought it might have gone ox'
for another 10 years. I am now beginning to
wonder whether it should last for another
year seeing that although everything we have
is being taken from us we seem to be quite
happy about it. Now the railways can go!

I am in full agreement with the remarks
made by the member for Nedlands, except
that I do feel that a little bit of personal
animosity unnecessarily crept into his speech.
It may bie sound politics to make that type
of attack, but if that is so I do not want to
have anything to do with sound polities. The
member for Avon mentioned the presence of
carbon-monoxide in the Swan View tunnel.
The matter must be taken in hand. In the
Press the other day wve saw wnhere the coroner
declared that the death of the enginedriver
was due to poisoning from that particular
gas. Whether that is so or not, another point
arises in connection with this accident: The
slack of depreciation over many years in our
railways has not been taken up. It is highly
probable that engines which had a certain
motiv-e power a few months ago have much
less today owing to the extra strain placed
upon them. Possibly the engines on that
train did not generate power up to the quota
it was anticipated they could obtain in order
to haul their load.

Every member realises that the railways
have been living a hand-to-mouth existence.
There has been no money for this and that
requirements, with the consequence that no-
thing has been done. All of us have the same
story to tell of rollingstoek depreciating and
buildings collapsing and falling down, and
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the main concern of the Government-I do
not blame the Government for this-is to see
that the wonderful interest bill of 4 per cent.
on borrowed railway money is paid every
year. Evidently the payment of this interest
is of vastly more importance than the pro-
vision of material to keep the railways i n
order. It is a matter of interest all the time.
Everything in this and in other countries too
has to be sacrificed to the idol of
interest. This has become a world fetish.
Interest! Interest! Interest! Never mind
anything else! The railways may stop alto-
gether for want of repairs but we will still
pay the 4 per cent, interest happily! How-
ever, I do not intend to follow further along
those lines.

A subject that has worried me for a long
time, even since before the outbreak of war,
is that of rubber and tin supplies. I have
always maintained that the nation that con-
trolled the supplies of rubber, tin and oil
would practically control the destinies of the
world. The Allied Nations have lost control
of the main supplies of rubber and tin. The
rubber problem is very serious indeed, much
more so than is the petrol problem, because
the rubber shortage is soon going to affect the
efficiency of our bus services. At present the
bus services are sorely taxed. There is hardly
a bus being run at any time of the day in
which there are not some passengers standing,
and at the peak periods people may be seen
in dozens hanging on to the sides of the buses.
This is going to have an amplified effect in
depreciating the only available rubber left to
US.

Surely it is possible for the Railway De-
partment to collaborate with the bus ser-
vices so that we shall not continue the pre-
sent anomaly of having overcrowded buses
throughout the metropolitan area and trains
running between Perth and Fremantle
practically empty. Even in the peak period
of 4.30 to 6 p-rn., we still find empty trains
-empty in the economic sense-running be-
tween Perth and Frenmantle. I feel that it
is a national duty to consider the problem
of empty trains in conjunction with the
problem presented by the shortage of rub-
ber that we must soon face. A shortage of
rubber is more dangerous than a shortage
of petrol. We can get petrol, but we are not
getting rubber, and we arc not manufactur-
ing the synthetic product that we should be
turning out. I mention this point for the
consideration of the Minister, if he has not

already given it attention. I ask him to in-
vestigate the matter closely in collaboration
with other interested parties and see how the
position can be alleviated so that the rubber
situation, so far from being aggravated, will
be smoothed out.

I regeret now to have to refer to a per-
nicious habit contracted at the siding at
Spearwood. I have spoken to the Minister
about this matter once or twice, but the
trouble is still continuing. At that siding
is a crossing for the Fresnantle-Mandurab-
road,' and trains are stopped on the crossing
while local people load or unload their com-
modities. This is a main thoroughfare. The
bus service is constantly held up in the
morning because it is necessary to wait there
until some dago fellow has finished loading
from his vegetable garden. The only alter-
native is for the bus to make a wide detour,
which means an addition of 15 or 20 minutes
to the travelling time. This is absolutely
ridiculous when we hear in mind that a mili-
tary vehicle, urgently required to move as
rapidly as possible in the national service,
might be the one to be held up. I have
seen military trucks held up by this little,
tin-pot train and they have had to make a
detour of two, three or four miles by taking
the moute through Spearwood behind the sid-
ing, or going around the other way. Any
train that interferes with the traffic on a pub-
lic thoroughfare in this fashion should be
wiped clean out of the timetable. I make this
matter public and insist upon something
being done.

M. SEWARD (Pingelly) : I do not in-
tend to refer to the subject of freights and
fares, because there is a separate motion on
the business paper and we shall have an op-
portunity to deal with it at a later stage. I
sympathise with the 'Minister and the de-
partment generally regarding the accident
that happened a few weeks ago, particularly
in view of the fact that a valued officer of
the department lost his life. It was one of
those happenings from which our railways
have fortunately been fairly free. I afl not
talking of small mishaps like derailments,
but we have not had many serious accidents,
and I hope the time is far distant befonc
we shall have another accident of the kind
Various reasons have been ascribed as th(
cause of the accident, and I do not propos(
to add to them because I have not sufficien
knowledge to enable me to do so, but I havo
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long expected an accident to occur at Swan
V'iew. Anyone who has travelled on that
line in a heavy passenger train that stops
at Swan View will remember having ex-
perienced a series of jerkings and hangings
when engines going into the country were
making almost rain eadeavours to get
started from that station. Especially does
this happen in winter-time; the engine wheels
slip and race, and the passenger gets a jerk
that nearly knocks him through the parti-
tion between the compartments. Many times
I have felt it was remarkable that sonic of
the couplings were not broken.

I am bringing this matter before the notice
of the Minister because it is urgently neces-
sary that the grade on the farther side of the
station should be altered so that trains will
he able to make the first hundred yards of
their journey on a level. The Kalgoorlie
express does not stop at Swan View station,
and therefore can get through the tunnel
without difficulty, but the double-engined ex-
press that runs to Albany is always pulled
up at Swan View and cannot get into fair
running before it enters the tunnel, and con-
sequently has to pass through the tunnel at
.a much lower speed than it shoutld. I assume
that this may have been the explanation of
the gassing of that driver. The inquiry gave
prominence to the fact that the driver and
fireman of the engine had to get not
on to the footplate and put wvet towels
on their heads while passing through
the tunnel. If that happens with a
pas.senger train, the department is certainly
taking an unwarrantable risk- I hope
something will be done at Swan View, so
that the trains that do stop there will hare
a chance of gaining sufficient mnomentum to
take them through the tunnel in reasonable
time and obviate the possible risk of break-
ing- couplings.

While the time is not opportune for us
to launch out into newr programmes involv-
ing expenditure, there is definitely an obli-
gation on the department to look for an
alternative route into the country districts.
I refer particularly to the Great Southern
districts and the need for constructing the
Brookton-Annadale connection. Excepting
the Midland line to Geraldton, almost the
whole of our main traffic has to pass
through the section between Perth and
Sppeer's; Brook, and trains are often
blocked up, particularly at the tunnel.
When I was passing through the other day,

four trains were blocked up, two on each
side of the tunnel. Traffic to and from the
Great Southern and its branchi lines has to
go 80 miles to Beverley in a direction it has
no right to travel at all. The traffic should
bie deviated over the Brookton-Armadale
section, with a view to providing work in
the post-war years and years of reconstruc-
tion. A few days ago I noticed a statement
in the Press that the Victorian railways
hare comnjiled a programme running into
£10,000,000 or more of work ready to be
put in hand immnediately post-war work is
undertaken. I hope our railways will not
be behiadhand in having a similar scheme
ready for that time, because we cannot con-
tinue running all our trains through that
tunnel and it is not right that all the
traffic should pass over the one line.

On the section from Clackline to Woor-
loo, travelling to Perth, a passenger could
get out, kick his hat along and keep up
with the train while it is jerking up that
grade. This sort of thing is probably doing
more to knock our enigines out of condition
than is anything else. When the Albany
express is coming down in the morning,
one could wxalk along and keep pace with
the train between Clackline and Wooroloo,
so slowly does, it go up that grade. Hte-
grading should be uindertaken to reduce the
stra in on thme engines and bring the loads
they have to hiaul more within their capa-
bil itics.

There is one matter I hare mentioned be-
fore, but nothing has been done. We have
a Government in power that likes to make
a feature of its care of the working section
of the community and particularly as to
its hous;ing. I direct the Minister's atten-
tion. again Lo the awful. dog kennel that the
caterer and girls employed at the Spencer's
Brook station have to live in. There is a
large hoarding in front of it which shuta
it off from the general public, and so pre-
Vent'; an1yone obtaining a proper View Of
that awful place. About seven girls aged
between 15 and 20 years are employed in
those refreshmient rooms; and have to live
in an old shack which, if a fai-mer sked
his eniployces to sleep in it, would be
roundly- condemned by those who are urg-
ing the payment of higher wages to farm
hands. and condemning the living conditions
provided for themn.

Mrf'~ross: Do they have to lire there?
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Mr. SEWARD: They c:an live no-
where else unless they go to the hotel.
A now hakehouse has recently been
built at Chidlows, a good building, and if a
good building can be provided for a bake-
house, there is all the more reason why a
suitable building should be provided for
these people. If the Minister looks into
this matter he will agree that a new build-
ing is urgently needed. The department
must he collecting sonic £700 or £C800 a year
for the leasing of these refreshment rooms.
Yet the employees have to work in a place
which is very bleak and cold in winter,
and then they have only this old shack in
which to spend their time off duty.

In various statements made by the Min-
ister for Agriculture during the last week
or two when dealing with the outbreak of
swine fever, he said that care was being
taken to ensure that railway trucks being
sent to the country were properly cleaned
and fumigated. Recently I perused a letter
written by a farmer in one of the country
districts. It was couched in language that
was not at all parliamentary; some people
who read it said it was a bit too strong.
It was not too strong. This man was sup-
plied with two trucks for the transport of
sheep, one of the trucks being clean and
the other filthy, according to him. When
the sheep, wich comprised one lot and
were put into the two trucks, were sold,
the farmer got 4s. per head more for one
lot than for the other. I think be was
perfectly justified in complaining about the
Condition of the truck. When on my way
homie three weeks ago I travelled through
Northam by motorcar with a friend who
was going that way, and caught the train
at Clackline. A goods train pulled in be-
fore the Diesel, and ten trucks were kicked
off for Toodyny to bring stock to the metro-
politan mnarket.

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m,

Mr. SEWARD: Before lunch, I was re-
counting the experience of a man in the
country who had had sent to him a very
dirty sheep truck. On that occasion I was
waiting at Clackline and saw a rake of ten
trucks run off the Toodyay line. One of
those tracks was in an absolutely sickening
condition. It apparently had had a load of
pigs in it, and not the slightest attempt had
been made to clean it. The truck was being
sent to a farmer-I forget his name-who
would have to load his sheep into it. That

is unfair. It should have been cleaned. I
know that most of the trucks are cleaned,
but no attempt had been made to clean this
one. Incidentally, that is one of the ways in
which swine fever could easily be spread,
even to places as far distant as Meekatharra
and Wiluna. I1 was pleased to have the
assurance of the -Minister for Agriculture
that the department intended to watch that
phase in future in order to prevent the
spread of swine fever. I trust the Minister
will endeavour to see that trucks are pro-
perly cleaned before they are sent to coun-
try districts in order to bring sheep down to
the metropolitan market.

I did intend to refer to some aspects of
railway finance, but I shall reserve my re-
marks on that item for the discussion which
will take place on the motion dealing with
the proposed increase in railway fares and
freights, because I think the matter could be
More conveniently dealt with then. I was
surprised to hear the member for Avon say
that there had been a. reduction in the staff
of the Railway Department, but on talking
to him about the matter he said he referred
to the reduaction that had taken place since
the outbreak of hostilities. If members will
refer to the present return they will find
there has been an increase of 261 in the staff
during the past 12 months.

The question of writing down the capital
of the railways has been mentioned. I have
not much sympathy for the proposal and
cannot recommend it. The fairer way would
bie for the Government to recoup the Railway
Department for the unproductive 'work which
it mutst do. It was mentioned that in Vic-
toria the capital of the railways was written
dlown. Nevertheless, the railways there are
making a loss even on the reduced amount
of capital. The capital was reduced from
£50,000,000 to £C25,000,000 and the depart-
ment in that State simply went ahead ns
though £25,000,000 was the whole indebted-
ness, instead of £50,000,000. As I say, it is
better to preserve the present capital of our
railways, and for our Government to recoup
the department for the unproductive work
it must do. There is a line in my own elec-
torate that I am sure will never pay for its
axle grease. It is a hopeless proposition,
but it was put down in order to -develop
the State. If we expect the department to
make the railways pay when they have to
carry burdens such as that, then we are
hopelessly wrong. The Commissioner eould

2023
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not possibly show a profit on the capital
outlay in such circumstances, nor could he
deal with the department in the way that
a businessman deals with his business.

Apparently, a certain section of the com-
munity that I thought had disappeared years
ago is still in evidence. In his closing re-
marks the member for Claremont said that
that section is still talking about railway
lines that were used for no other purpose
except to carry wheat and superphosphate
for the farming community. I ask the hon.
member how facilities could be provided for
the metropolitan area were it not for the
farming community.

Mr. North: The farming community is a
good foundation.

Mr. SEWARD: If the bon. member will
study the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways he will find that the suburban passen-
ger traffic has been declining for years past.
It has come down about 2,000,000 since 1935,
in which year the number of passengers car-
ried was 14,000,000. In 1941 that figure
had declined to 9,000,000. Since the State
Transport Co-ordination Act was passed,
country people have been prevented from
using motor transport for the carriage of
their goods; they have been forced to use
the railways. But that does not apply to
the Perth-Fremantle line. Motor service
carries on in competition with that line.
The rcports also show that, 'in order to
foster suburban passenger traffic, fares have
been reduced. Seasonal tickets have been
made more popular, and so forth. Immne-
diately there is a shortage in revenue, how-
ever, no reduction is made in country fares.
Even the racecourses were complaining and
r-acehorse owners declined to send race-
honses by train, notwithstanding that
the department provided for the free
return of the horses. I recommend the
member for Claremont to study the var-
ious reports carefully, as he w~ill then find
that it in the country districts, not
the metropolitan area, that are keep-
ing the railways. The hon. member
also said he hoped that shortly we
should be able to get more money from the
Loan Council so that the railways could ex-
paiid. Again I recommend the hon. member
to study the reports of the department. If
he does, he will find that years ago the Beau-
fort-street bridge was constructed out of
railway profits, not loan money. Many other
works in those days were also constructed

out of profits. It must be borne in mind, too,
that those were our developmental days.

The Minister for Railways: The railway
from Kalgoorlie to Merredin was built out of
revenue.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so. I have not
much to say on the question of the trains,
but I was surprised to notice that recently
there had been extensions of our tramway
system. In my opinion, the time is long past
when the department should seriously con-
aider whether we should further extend the
tramway system. Judging by the present sys-
tern, I think the sooner we discard the tram-
w-ays the better. If ive are to have additional
trav-elling facilities to the outer suburbs, then
trolley buises, or something of that descrip-
tion, should be employed.

The Minister for Railways: That is not the
policy of the Government.

Mr. SEWARD: But the department hats
just extended the tramway system.

The Minister for Railways: Only uinder
extraordinary circumstances.

'Mr. SEWARD: The Minister would be
better advised to extend the bits or trolley
system. I noticed in a retur-n recently that
many traincars wtere laid up because of their
having come into contact with military
vehicles. That there is certainly something
radically wrong with the system is proved by
the Hay-street line. One has sometimes to
wait for a quiarter- of an hour in Hay-street
for a train, and then one finds three or four
following each other. That happened last
night.

The Minister for Railways: That happen%
right throughout Australia.

Mr. SE WARD: I am not talking about thet
whole of Australia buat of Western Australis.
If the people elsewhere experience the same
conditions as are experienced in Hay-street
they have my sympathy.

Hon. W. b. Johnson: They can jumip onl
a conveyance at any time in Sydney.

Mr. SEWARD: The tram did not slow
down to give mec time to jump on it last
night! It is not of tea that I speak about the
ferries when discussing these Estimates, but
I want to do so on this occasion. The other
night I took the opportunity to go to South
Perth. I saw the new ferry about to leave
so I thought I would go for the trip across
the water on it- If ever I saw a rough job
in my life I saw it then on that ferry! I do
not know whether the Government got a
eheap lot, but it is about the roughest bit of
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work I have looked at. Wherever it was
-obtained it is nothing to be proud of. It is
apparently a second-hand hulk which has
had a liberal application of paint on the
seats and woodwork, with a view to covering
up the roughness and giving it a presentable
appearance. It is certainly nothing to boast
about. If the Minister expects that the pat-
ronage of the ferries will increase by the
putting into commission of this boat, I think
he will find he is mistaken. It is nothing like
the boat that was in commission before. That
was a double-decker and people were induced
to take a trip on it at night in order to get
a cool breeze front the river. The latest
addition is nothing to be pr-oud about.

The Minister for Railways: The South
Pretth people are very satisfied with it.

Mr. SEWARD: They may be quite easily
satisfied. I wvas not. Rather than attempt
to save a few pounds, when going to so much
,expense, the Government would have found
it better to purchase a9 better job and thus
obtain better value.

MR. TRIAT (Mt. 'Magnet) : I rise to
speak on the Railway Estimates with a feel-
ing- of deep regret that such a poor service is
given to the people I represent. In the out-
back country areas, since the war started,
there has been a persistent policy on the part
of the Railway Department to reduce the
number of trains in certain areas. In the
Leonora district the trains have been re-
duced to one per week, which serves an area
with somewhere in the vicinity of 4,000 peo-
ple. That is bad enough when it is a goes-
tion of people desiring to travel, but it is
worse when it comes to the transport of
foodstuffs that are essential to human life.
Only one train per week is running in sum-
mier-time to serve between 4,000 and 5,000
people. Things have come to such a pass
that people are refusing to live there and
are preparing to get ont. In my opinion the
Railway Department is definitely compelling
country people outback to go to the city
areas, or to places like Kalgoorlie where
there are more amenable living conditions.

Take the case of a trait) leaving Perth on
Monday and going to Leonora carrying per-
ishables!1 Those perishables are gathered
from the market gardens in the early hours
of Monday morning. The train leaves Perth
at 5 p.m. and reaches Kalgoorlie at 10.30
en the Tuesday morning. The fruit, veget-
ables, eggs, ete, conveyed by that train are

unloaded and transferred to another train
leaving Kalgoorlie 1%2 hours later. Even-
tually the second train reaches Leonora
about 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday. People cannot
obtain the goods from the store until Wed-
nesday, perhaps at about noon. So Monday,
Tuesday and half of Wednesday are gone,
and during that time these perishable goods
have been in transit often in hot weather
in the back country before they are obtain-
able by the consumer. That supply has to
eary him over another week. Consider the
position of people in Lawlers, 82 miles fur-
ther on! Goods are transported from the
train on the Wednesday by motor transport
and arrive on Wednesday afternoon or even-
ing,' being delivered to the consumers either
on Wednesday evening or Thursday morn-
mng.

So that goods that were gathered on Mon-
day morning remain undelivered to the peo-
ple of Lawlers until Thursday, and the Rail-
way Department apparently thinks that
people on the goldfields can live in reason-
able comfort under such conditions! My
electorate is definitely up in arms against
this sort of thing, and the people consider
that two trains a week are the minimum es-
sential. It should be quite understandable
that people cannot live decently on perish-
ables 72 hours old. This Committee should
be reminded of the fact that the Railway
Department is endeavouring to do its best
to force people in outback districts to come
into the more populated centres, which is
not good for the country. If I were living
in Leonora I should desire my wife and
children to he removed tomorrow to a more
settled area.

Mr. Patrick: It is having that result.
Mr. TRIAT: Yes, the population is de-

finitely being depleted. I received a telegram
to say that 56 people are leaving that dis-
trict because of the poor transport facili-
ties.

Mr. Sampson: There are the unfortunate
people at Laverton, too.

Mr. TRIAT: That is on the same line. I
understand that the Railway Department
cannot make a profit from those districts
but, if people have to live and work in them,
it is tip to the Railway Department to pro-
vide them with some reasonable facilities
and, if it is not possible to put on n big
train, why not supply a rail car? Queensland
has rail cars running 150 miles and carry-
ing school children, passengers and perish-
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shies. There is a rail car at Kalgoorlie
which is called the tin-hare, and could carry
perishables; but we get nothing like that.
A big heavy train is put on carrying a
driver, a. fireman and a conductor. The de-
partment is not giving outback people due
consideration. The population is conse-
quently being reduced and a lot of towns
will be completely depleted of people, par-
ticularly womenfolk.

AInybody who is obliged to go to those
Jplaces to live should be afforded every
possible facility. Facilities which they
already possess should not be taken away
from them, but they should, if possible, have
added eoireniences provided for thenm. Com-
pare conditions outback with the facilities
provided in the metropolitan aresa! Between
Perth and Fremantle there is a fast train
every 20 minutes. Then there are the Alpine
taxis, the Metro buses and, to a certain
point, trolley-buses. Every two or three
minutes there is sonic form of transport to
and from Fremantle. People in the
metropolitan area obtain fresh fruit, vege-
tables, eggs and milk regularly every
day, but the people outback of whom
I speak get nothing at all except once a
week, and it is pretty dry and tough when
they get it anti not of much consequence
by that time because there is no refrigera-
tion on our vans. Butter, meat and other
perishlables reach their destination old and
stale. One train per week is not enough.

We have interviewed the Minister but he
has not a great deal of power; he is guided
by his officers who say that there is not
the manpower, the rollingstock, the engines
or something else. There is sufficient rolling-
stock to run between here and Fremantle
even' 20 minutes without any argrument!
Yet such conveyances, are not required every
20 minutes. The trains are not full. A
much smnaller class of train could he used,
and somet of the rollingstock could be given
to the country areas. WVe have a train run-
ning from Mit. Magnet to Sandstone once
a fortnight. It runs in the early hours of
the morning, leaving at 12.30 a.m. and arriv-
ing at Sandstone about 6.30 p.m. or 6.45
p.m. On the return trip the train arrives
at 12.30 at night. There is no chance of
travelling from Sandstone unless one travels
by train, because motor car, have been cut
out on account of petrol restrictions. We
have had ninny complaints from people,
especially women, who have to travel in the

small hours of the morning, that there is
no lavatory accommodation.

I have interviewed the department and
amn informed that it has a ZA coach, partly
n luggage van and partly a coach, with two
small compartments with lavatory accommo-
dation. That is some improvement, and if
it is the best that can be provided I am not
going to complain very strongly. In any
decent community people would not tolerate
such travelling conditions, hut that sort of
thing is occurring in Sandstone. There is
one train a fortnight without any lavatory
accommodation, but the people would not
object if they could get even a ZA coach. I
quote that instance to show how the people
in the back country are treated by the rail-
ways. As regards other districts where
trains run hours, and hours late, I do not
complain because I believe our rollingstock
is in a shocking condition. I understand our
engines have lost their steaming and tractive
power to the extent of 30 per cent., and I
have heard enginedrivers say that the clank-
ing of the engines can be heard two or three
miles away. At Leonora there is no neces-
sity for the trains to whistle because the
residents can hear the noise of the train
nearly half an hour before it reaches the
town. That is no joke; the noise is terrific.
We know that the explanation is that the
engines require attention. They are losing
steam, power and everything else. It is
miraculous that many of them reach their
destination.

Mr. Sampson: They are losing their repu-
tation.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so. I believe that
in the past the necessary attention to rolling-
stock has been neglected. Every Government
that has been in power has attempted to
economise on maintenance, with the result
that when war broke out we were caught
napping. Naturally, the rollingstoek should
be kept in good condition, but that is far
from being the position today- I would not
suggest that the quality of our engines is
below that of those in use in, say, South
Africa, yet in that Dominion their engines
are capable of travelling at 60 mites an
hour when pulling decent loads. Apart from
one or two types, -we cannot get any more
than 40 miles an hour, and the average
speed of trains running on time is about 20
miles per hour. That result is achieved only
over long distances. Probably the present
situation has arisen because Governments
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have not been prepared to spend money on
maintaining the efficiency of the railway ser-
vices. Why was that so? I tbink the
explanation is wrapped up in the question
of interest payments, as suggested by the
member for Avon. The capitalisation of
the State railways is a little over £26,500,000
and the interest bill stands at £1,295,411.
That is an amazing burden. If we could
avoid the payment of interest for two years
and devote the money thus saved to expen-
diture on the overhaul of our rollingstock,
the position would be completely changed.

lne. W. D. Johnson: The bondholders
would have a bad time.

M r. TRIAT: That is so, but I would
rather the bondholders bad a bad time than
that the people of Leonora should continue
to suffer.

Mrs. Cardell-OLiver: A lot of the bond-
holders are poor people.

Mir. TRIAT: Various suggestions have
been advanced such as writing off part of
the capitalisation and subsidising the rail-
way service. I do not know what is the
best course to pursue, but I do realise that
the interest burden is terrific. The details
published show that 5 per cent, money costs
us 7.3 per cent. and the rate of exchange is
25%/ per cent, against us. That means that
when we pay our interest bill we have to
add to the payment the prevailing rate of
exchange. So I say that the capitalisation
of the railways involves a terrific interest
burden that makes the task of meeting our
liabilities extraordinarily difficult. I am
aware that most of the capital involved in
railways came from outside Australia, some
from America. According to the particulars
on the Estimates, the American money,
crrying 5 per cent, interest, is costing us
7.33 per cent. How we can get over that
ph ase I cannot say.

Mr. North: The Midland line is better
off.

MAr. TRIAT: If Queensland, Victoria and
other States can write off £20,000,000 from
their railway capitalisation, why cannot we
follow suit? If we did that, then we could
say to the Commissioner of Railways, "You
do not have to pay such a great interest bill
now, so we expect you to provide a better
service."

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But the community
would still have to pay the interest bill.

Mr. TRIAT: I suppose it would-unless
ire attain the new order and wipe out all

interest charges. There is another point to
be considered. I am sincere, when I say
that I do not think the present Commissioner
of Railways is the right man for the job.

Mr. Mann: That is the real position.
Mr. TREAT: The Commissioner may be an

excellent engineer, but that does not ensure
that lie will prove an excellent man for man-
aging such a great concern.

Mr. Sampson: It is a pity the member for
Canning cannot handle it.

Mr. TRIAT: I do not think he has the
business capacity to handle the job.

The Premier: I was told by Mr. Essington
Lewis this morning that Mr. Ellis is one of
the brightest spots in the Commonwealth.

Mr. TRIAT: Then all I can say is, God
help the rest of Aus-tralia! In saying
that I do not wish Tfor a moment to
be regarded as reflecting upon Mr. Ellis's
capacity as an engineer. If I had to
have my leg amputated, 1 would not
be satisfied to have an engineer undertake
the task. Mr. Ellis may be nil right in his
lparticnlar line, but as a business man in
charge of an undertaking like the railways
lie is not satisfactory.

The Premier: That is nonsense!
Mr. TRIAT: If that is so, I would like to

know why it is lie is running the railways in
such a rotten and deplorable fashion. Other
members are voicing the same complaints.

The Premier: it is so easy to say this and
that if one wants to criticise.

Mr. TRIAT: That may be quite so.
The Premier: But that does not make the

criticism true.
Mr. TRIAT: I tell the Premier that what

I have stated is true. The service provided
for the people of Leonora is the most dis-
gusting ever provided by any Government
in W estern Australia. No other Government
has ever reduced the service to one train per
week.

The Premier: Can we have everything in
wvar-time?

'Mr. TRIAT: Why take everything from
the back-country people?

The Premier: There are not half the people
there now that formerly resided there.

Mr. TB TAT: The Premier will have no one
there at' all soon. He is asking the people
to get out of the back-country.

The Premier: You cannot run trains
without something to carry.

Mr. TB TAT: There is plenty to carry.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: The mines are still
working.

Mr. TRIAT: Of course they are. Theie
is a population of 4,000 to be served, and
the Government provides one train a week
in order to deliver their supplies of butter,
vegetables, eggs and SO forth, commodities
that quickly go putrid unless conveyed in
refrigerators.

The Premier: There are 4,000 people
where?

Mr. TRIAT: In the Leonora district.
The Premier: No fear, there are not!
Mr. TRIAT: I say there are. That refers

to the district uip to Mt. Sir Samuel. The
Commissioner of Railways is probably an
excellent railway man from the engineering
standpoint.

The Premier: He is assisted by excellent
railway men like the district superintendents.

Mr. TRIAT: That may be so. In that
event, why does he not decentralise his
authority, if he has capable men in the dis-
tricts? At any rate, there is not too much
satisfaction at present, and I would like to
get hack to the early position when the
authority rested in Parliament itself.

The Premier: Now you arc talking!
Mr. TRIAT: Under existing circumstances

a memiber of Parliament can get nothing done
unless he takes it to Cabinet. It is horrible
to contemplate that every pettyfogging point
must be taken to Cabinet for decision.

The Premier: Parliament placed full con-
trol in the hands of the Commissioner of
Railways, so you cannot quarrel with that.

Mr. TRIAT: That was possibly done with
a definite object in view, but it is common
knowledge that the present position is most
unsatisfactory.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Economic conditions
have altered since Parliament reached that
decision.

Mr. TRIAT: I do not know about that.
The Premier: Wages have been doubled

and, if we raise freights 2 per cent., there
is a row. How can you expect successful
management under such conditions?

Mr. TRIAT: The Premier will agree that
it is not possible successfully to run a rail-
way System with such a huge mileage, to
serve so small a population, and at the
same time cope with a terrific interest bur-
den.

The Premier: That is the difficulty.
Mr. TRIAT: If the interest bill dlid not

represent such a terriffic burden, there

would be an extension of the railway ser-
vices. That the railways cannot be run on a
satisfactory basis is due to the heavy in-
terest payments that have to be made to
the bondholders.

The Premier: And the railways must have
freight.

Mr. TRIAT: The Premier should remem-
ber that it is quite easy to kill the goose
that lays the golden egg.. The people re-
siding- in the goldficlds areas have been
largely responsible for keeping the deficit
down as low as possible. The railways
throughout the goldfields districts have
been heavily taxed to cope with the traffic
offering, for which reasonably high freight
rates have been charged. The people are
prepared to pay for the services rendered,
but if there are to he increased charges,
curtailed services and added disabilities,
the people will simply walk out.

The Premier: We have not charged more
than was necessary.

Mr. ThIAT: We may tell our people that
the charges must be all right because of the
price-fixing legislation. It is useless to put
that up because they will tell us that the
legislation has not been availed of.

Mr. Patrick: The charges on everything
carried have gone up.

The Premier: The prices have hut the
values have not.

Mr., TRIAT: The cost of living has con-
tinued to rise because we do not attempt to
stop it. The moment attention is drawn to
any particular tendency and an attempt is
made to stop the rise, we are told that the
authorities do not know exactly what costs
are involved, and so the upward tendency
is allowed to continue. So long as the cost
of living increases, wages will have to rise
and, in consequence, the cost to Government
instrumentalities will be the greater and
all will operate to the detriment of the
wvorker. It goes round in a circle. The posi-
tion today makes one feel disgusted. When
I consider the treatment meted out to people
who live 500 to 600 miles away from the
city, and then appreciate the services and
facilities enjoyed by the people in the metro-
politan area, I certainly feel disgusted.

The Premier: You ask the metropolitan
people about that! The Minister for Rail-
ways experiences more trouble from the
people in the metropolitan area than from
those residing anywhere else.
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Mr. TRIAT:- Then that should not he so,
because the people in the metropolitan area
are getting a far better deal. They have a
quarter of an hour's service between Perth
and Frenmantle and subsidiary services as
,Well.

The Premier: There is half an hour be-
tween trains.

Mr. *TRIAT: There is a, quarter-hour
service where I live.

Mr. J. Hegney: There is not such a service
up our 'my.

Mr. TRIAT: Down here the people have
trains, trolley-buses, trains and ordinary
buses; they have small shops where they can
get fresh vegetables and small goods from
refrigerators. Nothing of that sort is en-
joyed by the people in the outback country.
All they have comprises hardship, flies, tor-
nments and trouble.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And taxation!I
MrT. TRIAT: Everyone suffers from that.
Mr. J. Hegney: You have no swine fever

up there.
Mr. TRIAT: That is so. The member for

Avon mentioned another matter that I had
noted for reference as well. I refer to
the position regarding- the Swan View
tunnel, to which public attention was re-
cently drawn in consequence of an accident
which involved loss of life. I understand
that the finding, at the inquest indicated that
death was due to the presence of carbon-
monoxide, which resulted in poisoning the
enginedriver. As members know, carbon-
monoxide is a deadly poison and deaths re-
sulting from inhaling the gas have been re-
corded in varying circumstances. We know
that the presence of the gas in a garage
has caused death, while the same result has
been obtained in various other directiona.
That deaths have been due to this cause has
been demonstrated by blood tests, which
have indicated the presence of carbon-
monoxide in the bloodstream. We know that
heat rises and that applies to many gases,
too, because they are lighter than the sur-
rounding air. When a train is traversing
the tunnel the carbon-monoxide that de-
velops there is drawn through a channel as
it were, and is precipitated towards the bot-
tom of the cutting and rises again. If two
or three ventilation shafts were installed in
the tunnel with an exhaust fan, all the
smoke, steam and poison would be drawn off
in a very short time. I do not know why
that provision has not been installed.

Hon. W. D. Jobhnso01: It was investigated
long ago.

MT. TRIAT: But nothing has been done-
atecently a ventilation fan was sold at the
Lancefield for £5. That plant was capable
of drawing off 5,000,000 cubic feet of air-
an boar. If the Government had purchased
that fan, it could have installed it in the
tunnel, and that would have overcome the
difficulty arid perhaps obviated the recent
fatal accident. At any rate I was pleased
that the member for Avon made reference
to this matter.

Mr. Thorn: The work should certainly
he attended to.

Mr. TRIAT: If a ventilation plant were.
installed in the tunnel it would be of great
advantage. I sincerely hope the Government
will take the matter into consideration, and
bring- down the relevant officer to Perth to.
deal 'with the question of tunnels.

The Premier: That is a very valuable and
constructive suggestion.

Mr. Thorn: If sponges were used, would
not they be a protection?

Mr. TRIAT: Yes; but there are other fac-
tors which arc destructive. A train coming
down with power on suffers no difficulty at
all, but there is danger connected with a
train coming up with no pressure on. As
to the proposed increase of 12 / per cent..
on railway freights, I believe the Govern-
ment has no intention to impose it. I ha-ve,
heard members ask the Government not to,
introduce that increase while Parliament is
not sitting. I cannot conceive that the Gov-
ernment ever suggested so heavy an increase
as 12 / per cent. To impose it on the gold-
fields people would be utterly wrong. Let
it he placed on the People of the metropoli-
tan district, who can bear it. If the passen-
ger train service to Fr-emantle does not pay,
get the buses off the roads. Roads are con-
structed by the money of the taxpayers.

The Premier: We had a go at that years
ago!

Mr. TRIAL Then be ruthless and try
ag-ain! Simply say, "We will not stand the
buses competing with the railways at the
present time."

Mr. J. Hegney: What about taking the
buses over altogether?

Mr. THIAT: I fear the cost would be too
great. Let the 12% per cent. increase be-
put on the bus service! Again, racehorses
travelling on trains arc carried for one fare
only. That is a concession I would not grant-
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As regards passenger fares to race meetings,
let the people walk to the race-courses.

MrI. Thorn: Many of them walk home!
'Mr. TRIAT.: 1 feel greatly disappointed

with the treatment meted out by the Railway
Department to the people of the goldfields.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I fear that
anyone approaching this subject in a dis-
interested and reasonably humane spirit
must experience sympathy for a Minister
called upon to control such a wretched ser-
vice. A special defender seems to be needed
for any two men such as the Minister for
Railways and the Conmmissioner or Acting
-Commissioner,' who are called upon to bear
the burden of criticism launched at the West-
ern Australian Government Railway system.
Speaking of the Swan View tragedy, I would
like to draw attention to the importance of
-travellers by the road, which crosses the rail-
w'ay line at Swan View, having the oppor-
tunity to obtain a view. The fact that no
major accident has occurred there is cer-
tainly not because of exercise of care on
the part of those who designed the setting-
'out of the line and the cuttings; for, as one
drives along on the road either south or
north crossing Thait railway line, one is
always in grave dnuger of meeting a train;
and a train cannot be seen except from cer-
tamn parts of the road, and would most likely
mot be beard except when running uphill.
In that case the clanging of the big ends-
I think that is the term-is4 more pro-
nounced. Thus it is not remarkable if an
accident occurs, especially in the case of
persons; who are somewhat deaf.

But this State has had on different occa-
sions and for long periods men working on
sustenance, and I suggest that some of
the earthworks and rocks which hide
the railway from the %iew of the road
passengers should be removed. Further,
I hold it to be a practicable suggestion that
Ihe tunnel at Swan View should be made
into an open cut. What cost that work
would involve I of course sun not able to
say, but I know it is the only tunnel exist-
ing in Western Australia. We are not keep-
ing it because we are proud of it. The tun-
nel constitutes a particularly unpleasant part
of the journey to Kalgoorlie, and I should
imagine that the cutting of that tunnel so
as to produce an open cut is a work well
worth consideration. If that work is done
,uring the period the Minister and his Corn-

missioner or Acting Commissioner are in
charge, their names will go down to pos-
terity as having done a very useful thing.

Mr. North: The line could be doubled
then.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; and it should be
doubled. Here we are at Swan View, not
20 miles from the city, and running single-
line on the main railway.

Mr. North: A bottle-n eek!
Mr. SAMPSON: To describe it with

deference to the touchiness of our Chairman
is something I do not know that I could
achieve. At all events, I shall not attempt it.
It is a shockingly bad piece of work. No
doubt it was all right when this State was
comprised of a few thousand people; but it
is not so now', and, in saying that, I do
realise that the Government has a very diffi-
cult problem to solve in the railway system.
The railways are, to express the position
adequately, comprised mostly of junk and
obsolete machinery.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are you speaking with
full knowledge of the factsq

Mr. SAMPSON.: No-one eat) have full
knowledge of anything; hut I have sufficient
knowledge of this subject to he able to in-
form the hon. member that the W.A.G.R.
is, in regard to its equipment, mostly junk.

The Premier: That is wrong. It is no use
deprecating something that gives wonderful
service. Suppose we were to pull up the
railways all over the country, you would see
the crowd get up and cry out!

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not advocate that.
The Premier: If the railways are all junk,

it is no use having them there.

Mr. SAMPSON: I recently travelled in
the trait) from Laverton, expecting to get
back to Kalgoorlie about four and a half
hours earlier than proved to be the case.
We had to leave portion of the train on
the Kalgoorlie side of Menzies. The engine
was out of order, and wvas one of those that
is mostly junk.

Mr. J. Hegney: Engines go out of order
.sometimes.

'Mr. SAIMPSON: We do not find private
buses, which it is urged should be taken over
by the Government, getting out of order. It
is mnost exceptional for that to occur in their
case.

The Premier: It is said of some news-
papers. "Owing to a breakdown we cannot
publish our usual issue today."
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Mr. SAMPSON: In the case of privately-
owvned buses, usually they arrive at their
destination. It is exceptional for a break-
down to occur.

Mr. Cross: It is not unusual for private
buses to break down on the Causeway every
da y.

Mr. SAMPSON: The self-appointed
Deputy Commissioner of Railways may
know more about buses than I do. I depre-
cate any suggestion that the Government
should take over privately-owned buses. As
to the railway service, my sympathy is with
the Minister, the Commissioner and the
official Deputy Commissioner.

Mr. Thorn: Who is responsible?
Mir. SAMPSON: Recently we had an op-

portunity to inspect the big W.A.G.R. work;
at 'Midland Junction. It is certainly some-
thing in the nature of a tonic to see great
workshops such as these.

The Premier: Did you see a lot of junk
scattered about there?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. There is unfor-
tunately a good deal of it in the buildings,
and I was disappointed to notice it. There
is a better atmosp~here in a foundry or en-
gineering workshop if the quantity of junk
visible is limited as much as possible. The
junk I referred to comprised old parts of
engines or boilers, which may be required
seone time in the future.

M1r. Cross: I wonder if the United Press
has any junk.

Mr. SAMPSON: I could give the boll.
member some advice about animated junk,
but I have no desire to be personal. In the
workshops there is far too much old material
lying about, and it would be a good thing if
there was a g-eneral clean-up there. The
munitions portion of the workshops seems to
be dlnite in order. I hope the malady which
affects the main portions of that big estab-
lishmnent will not spread.

Mr. J. Hegney: To what do you refer?
Mr. SAMPSON: To the junk that has

accumulated.
Mr. J. Hegney: That is probably material

that is being worked on.
Mr. SAMPSON: It may be worked on

some time or another. Anyone who looks
carefully around the establishment will be
disappointed in what he sees. There is an
old belief that there is insufficient time in
which to clear up odds and ends. That
should not be so in this instance.

Mr. -Needham: You are giving us more-
junk now.

M1r. SAMPSON: Does the hon. member
want to hear more about junk?

Mr. Needham: We are hearing a lot of'
junk from you.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the hon. member-
wants to hear about junk-

The CHAIRM1AN: Order! An hon. mem-
ber must not reflect upon another.

Mr. SAMPSON: I will not have the mem-
ber for Perth reflecting on me.

The CHAIRM1AN: Will the hon. member
obey the Chair?

Mr. SAMPSON: I always do.
The CHAIRMAN: Then the lion. member

had better proceed along the lines of the'
subject-matter before the Chair.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not desire to reply
further to the hon. member. He is usually
very polite, but I will not stand any further
interjections of that nature.

The CHAIR'MAN: Order! Will the lion-
member obey the Chair and proceed along
the lines of the discussion?

31r. SAMPSON: I will do so. I have-
travelled a good deal on various railways andt
enjoyed a run on them.

Mr. Thorn: It is pretty expensive.
Mr. SAMPSON: I went from Suez to

Cairo by train, and then by train from
Cairo to Port Said.

Mr. North: In which part of the State is
that?7

Mr. SAMPSON: I have also travelled by
train iu many other parts of the world. The
dreadful railway from Suez to Cairo and
from Cairo to Port Said is the only one in
the world I know of that compares with the
Western Australian system. I have travel-
led by train in New Zealand, the Eastern
States, Norway, England, Scotland, Ireland,
Germany, France, Canada, the United States
and other places. I dto not know that we
could successfully be challenged for having
the most dreadful railway system in the
world. I have travelled in the Eastern
States, an(1 cannot help comparing the rail-
way services there with the local service.
On the return we board a train at Kalgoor-
lie full of hope and with a certain degree
of youthfulness. Ultimately, by the grace
of God and the wretched Western Australian
railway system, we reach Perth, no longer
inspired with the decision to try to do some-
thing useful, but with the thought upper-
most in our minds, first to have a bath and



2032 [ASSEMBLY.)

secondly to rest for three or four hours.
There is a train which proceeds-I will not
say runs--in the direction of Laverton once
every fortnight. The officers are very
thorough, generally speaking, in regard to
obtaining business. The last thing I would
do is to cast an aspersion on those who
work for it. After a positively dreadful
trip and trying to maintain some sort of
timetable, seeing the condition of the engine,
the train eventually arrives. I know some-
one who wished to send a parcel to Leonora
on Tuesday. The Leonora train goes on Alon-
day. The train which goes to Laverton on
alternate Tuesdays, reaches Malcolm after a
number of adventures, and then after what
is necessary at Malcolm being done turns
north-east and proceeds through Murrin
Murrin, Morgans and on to Laverton. If
with the idea that the Laverton train would
prove satisfactory a person takes a parcel
destined for Leonora to the booking office,
the clerks regretfully decline to accept it.
The train goes to Malcolm and then turns
to Laverton, and post office matter, includ-
ing, parcels, for Leonora, is dropped at Mal-
colm. The only way to send a parcel to
eonora on this train is to cut it in pieces

so that it will come within the scope of miaxi-
mum weight and size that can be carried as
postal matter, and then address it to MaTl-
eolm. One is then required to send a tele-
.gram to Leonora asking that the parcel be
sent for, or picked up, or some arrangement
made with the postal authorities.

Why should not a person be allowed to
send by train a parcel addressed to Leonora?
Why should the postal service have to be
invokedt A parcel can be sent by post, be-
cause the postal van or truck or car comes
in from Leonora to pick up postal matter.
There is no arrangement whereby a parcel
sent by rail can be so dealt with. I suggest
that people should be permitted to send
parcels by train to Leonora. Another point
I would deal with is that railway carriages
as well as engines require attention. That
is% noticeable whenever one travels by train.
There is an absence of maintenance dis-
played in regard to the carriages, in par-
ticular, just as is happening in) connection
with most railway stations. Those responsible
appear to have a positive horror of using
paint or of attempting to maintain these
carriages and trucks in good order. The
engines, long disheartened, set up a state of
.anxiety in the minds of all who travel by

train if they know anything at all about
mechanics. The clank of the engines indi-
cates the early dissolution of any life that
may still remain in the locomotives. I know
that the workshops at Midland Junction have
done some very good jobs. They manufac-
tured engines for the steamships built at
Whyalla. I have heard these marine en-
gines spoken of in very high terms.

[Mr. Jf. Hegney took the Chair.]

The Premier: All junk, according to you!
Mr. SAMPSON: I have said that very

clearly.
The Premier: One of the engines was in

a naval ship that sank an enemy tanker
about a week ago. All junk!

Mr. SAMPSON: There is'an old story
told about bootmakers, that their children
are invariably unbooted. The Midland Junc-
tion workshops were established to cope with
our engine needs. Surely that is their first
job. They should attend to that which is
seriously needed and which, if neglected, will
lead to greatly added costs in the future.
I should like to see all previous ideas, all
old traditions, throwvn aside, and engines
and boilers for use on the Western Austra-
liani railways brought up to date, Why
should not that be donxe? Many engines
are needed. If it were dlone it wvould be
appreciated by no-one more than the unfor-
tunate drivers responsible for endeavouring
to reach their destination as near as possible
to what the timetable requires. With other
members 1 anot not at all enthusiastic about
the extension of tramway lines. Tramways in
the old days were regarded with favour but
members on both sides of the House have
ag-reed, on occasions, that they are now out
of date and should not be extended. Yet
that has occurred at Welshpool.

The Premier: The Commonwealth Gov-
erment made that a condition precedent to
the works being- established at Welshpool.
We had no option.

Mr. SAMPSON: That then is a full reply
to what I said.

.%r. Doney: It has been given twice
alIready.

.%r. SAMPSON: Reference might be
made to the Beaufort-strect north extension.
We put a rod in pickle for ourselves when
we extend tramnways, except in a ease such
as the Premier has referred to, when we had
no alternative. When we note the smooth
quiet and dependable running of the trolley
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buses all argument in favour of trains comes
to an end. No comment on the matter before
the Chamber would he complete without ref-
erence to the extension of electricity.

The Premier: Is that a junk-house too?
Mr. SAMPSON: I would like notice of

that question. I do not want to upset those
in charge because some day before I give
up the-

The Premier: Ghost!
Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, and abandon the

idea of securing extensions, I am hopeful
that they will be made.

The Premier: You get four or five of your
requests ranted and then come worrying
for more. You are never satisfied.

Mr. SAMPSON: We have had none yet.
I can remember in my younger days feeling
pleased when I heard the then Minister for
Railways-our present Premier-say that he
believed in electricity extensions. I thought
then that we were to have a revival of the
days when John Scaddan was in charge;
that he was another man who could see the
light, and that we would have electricity
extensions.

The Premier: But you forget about the
extensions as soon as they are made.

Mir. SAMPSON: I do not want to ask
rude questions.

The CHAIRMAN: This is not question
time. Address the Chair!

Mr. SAMPSON: Through you, Mr. Chair-
man, I would like to ask the Premier to
search his mind and, not in a lond tone of
voice but quietly, interject where these ex-
tensions have been made. If he can do that
I will throw off a few years during which
time I have felt such grave disappointment
brought about by the lack of these exten-
sions. I am by no means dissatisfied with
the attitude adopted by the Minister. No
Minister can extend electricity services unless
lie has the approval of the Treasurer, which
means the provision of money. We have,
throughout the wide area of Swan and other
districts, cases where the sinking fund and
interest have already been paid. I have
been talking of these things since I came into
Parliament at the beginning of 1921. There
has been, with the exception of one small
extension out at Canning Vale, nothing corn-
pleted. I appeal to the Treasurer to make
it possible for his young and enthusiastic
Minister to do what is required. That will
make a big difference to those who are
striving to derive a living from the land,

and who have been waiting week after week
and month after month, and for at least
two decades to my knowledge for what, if
the system were in the hands of private
enterprise, would long ago have been done.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington): I
do not propose to offer any criticism of the
railways. I think, generally speakingI the
Commissioner and his staff have done quite
a good job in difficult circumstances. I
would, however, like to say something on the
interest bill with which the railways are
faced. The figures show that the earnings
for 1941-42 amounted to £3,990,311 The
working expenses were a little over
£3,000,000, showing a net revenue of
£970,000, wvhile the interest charges amounted
to £1,032,870, making a deficit of £62,477.
The suggestion has been made that the in-
terest should be wiped off. We know that
that cannot be done, and we also know that
even if the Commissioner can he relieved of
this interest burden the Treasurer cannot.
Some means should be devised whereby
the Commissioner of Railways could be re-
lieved of some of this interest burden when,
instead of showing a deficit of £62,000 odd
for the year, he would show a considerable
profit. There are many arguments in favour
of that because we all admit that the rail-
ways have played a most important part in
the development of this country.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!
'Mr. TeLARTY: That being so, it is only

reasonable to ask that the community gener-
ally" should bear a portion of this interest
burden sad so relieve the Commissioner.

Air. Doney: What portion of the com-
munity do you suggest?

Mr. McLARTY: The general community.
Mr. Doney: It is doing so.

Mr. 2IcLARTY: I hope the Premier will
give consideration to what I have said be-
cause if he does so-and he has a precedent
in some of the other States-it will help to
ease the burden on the Commissioner, and
assist in the more efficient management of
the Railway Department. I would like to
say a word or two about the future of the
railways. Their management will become in-
creasingly difficult, even though we have an
influx of population. The Minister, of
course, realises that he will be up against
competition which he will not be able to over-
came. Let us for a moment take the pro-
ducer-gas vehicle. Today it is in its infancy.
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There is not the slightest doubt that it will
be greatly improved as a means of transport.
Take aerial transport! We have read where
planes carryv scores if not hundreds of
passengers. We know that they are
lilting tnks and other tremendous weights.
Actually aerial transport is in its in-
fancy, too. It will, by for, be the
quickest means of travel and possibly
the most comfortable. The Minister has
these things to face in the future. But no
matter how other means of transport im-
prove, we will still have this railwa y debt
to be met. Some relief will have to be given
to the Commissioner in order to enable him
to carry on. It is not possible to putt the
clock back in regard to progress. These new
and improved means of transport arc bound
up with progress. I have no doubt the
Minister is giviing these problems of the
future his serious consideration.

I want to say a word or two about late
train running. I am prepared to make some
allowances in this direction, but I do not
know that as it is today it is justified. It
is, at any rate, consistent. A train should
not be an hour late when travelling a short
distance. Such an occurrence is due for an
explanation. I seldom leave my home of
a morning without ringing up the station to
find out how late is the train. It is some-
times an hour late. The Minister should give
the matter consideration to see if something
can be done to ensure more punctual run-
ning. The trains have been mentioned, but
I have little to say on that subject. The
Premier has explained that the latest ex-
tension was made at the request of the Corn-
mokiwealth Government. I hope it will be
the last tramline to he laid in this State.
In common with other members I feel that
trains are out-of-date. If we construct tram-
lines throughout the metropolitan area they
will have a detrimental effect on the value
of property. Trains are not nearly as effi-
cient *a means of transport as are buses.

The Minister for '.%ines:- They have opened
up a lot of the suburbs.

Air. McLARTY: I agree. I am sure the
Minister will agree with me that the im-
proved bus services are preferable to the
tramns.

Mr. Cross: What sort of buses?~
Mr. MeLARTY: I do not care what sort,

so long as they are the best obtainable!
The time has arrived when the Premier
should transfer the Electricity Department

to the Minister for Industrial Development.
I do not say this in any way disparaging to
the M1inister for Railways. I would say it
irrespective of who was Minister for Rail-
ways, for this reas on, that our industrial
development will in the future be more closely
linked with cheap power and electricity
than will any other department. The future
of our secondary industries, both in the
metropolitan area and country districts, will
depend upon cheap power. In considering
post-war reconstruction this is one of the
matters that should receive the serious at-
tention of Parliament, and attention should
be given to it nowv. As I said, I do not think
the Minister for Railways should have con-
trol of this department. As time goes on, I
believe the Electricity Department will prob-
ably require a M~inister of its own, and will
become one of the most important depart-
ments in the State.

I hope that before long the power mains;
will be extended. The time has arrived when
all the dairy farmers in the South-West
should be working with cheap electrical
power. In most other progressive eountrkts
the farmers are using electric cuirrent more
and more and, if we are to compete with
them as we shall have to do, it will be neces-
say for our farmers to have the benefit of
electricity and the ser-ice it renders. It
may be said and with truth that under
present conditions to extend the electric
mains would not be a payable proposition,
hut I think that eventually it would he pay-
able and, besides giving greater comfort to
the people in the country, would lead to in-
creased production from which the Govern-
ment would derive benefit in the long run. r
hope the Minister will do something regard-
ing the extension of the electric mains. Some
years ago a promise was given that exten-
sions would be made to the Mundijong-Ser-
pentine district. Those extensions were not
carried out but I exonerate the Minister from
blame. He was anxious that they should be
made hut, owing to war conditions, material
wvas not available and the work could not be
put in hand. I understand, however, that a
certain amount of material is coming for-
ward all the time from the Broken Hill Pty.
Co.

The Minister for Railways: Very little!
Mr. MeLARTY: If any material become.

available I hope the Minister will not forget
the extensions promised in my district and
will put them in hand.
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.MR. CROSS (Canning): It is only
natural that these Estimates should receive
considerable attention, because transport and
electricity supplies are two of the most im-
portant essentials of every-day life. This
has been an interesting debate, and one of
the most interesting portions was the con-
tribution by the member for Nedlands. I
consider the hon. member was distinctly un-
fair in his remarks because he inferred-
and appeared to get away with the state-
ment-that the Government had been ne-
glecting the maintenance of the railways and
rollingstock for years, whereas the reverse
is the case. Ia the year before the war, no
less than £279,460 was added to the capi-
tal account of the Railway Department for
the repair of rollingstock and the regrading
of lines. In addition, as will be seen on
page 3 of the departmental report, in 1938
an additional £640,000 was spent on repairs
to rollingstock and regrading, making a
total expenditure in the year before the
war of £912,000. If I had been able to get
the figures, I could have shown that millions
of money have been spent for the mnain-
tenance of the railways since Labour took
office in 1933. Enormous sums have been
spent every year, with the exception of the
last two years, during which conditions have
been unprecedented. I was astounded that
the member for Nedlands should be allowed
to get away with his statement, because it
was not true.

A statement was made that rates should
be increased in the metropolitan area where
the services are being given. It would not
be difficult to put up a good case for a sub-
stantial increase in railway freights because
the position is--and it has never been de-
monstrated better than in this -year-that the
people of the metropolitan area, through the
medium of trams, trolley-buses and electric-
ity services, are paying the losses on the
-railways incurred in the country districts.

Mr. Doney: What about the services the.
people of the metropolitan area get?

Mr. CROSS: According to the Estimates
the railways thii year showed a deficit of
£62,477, the lowest deficit for a long time.
The profits oD the tramwa-ys amounted to
£E38,818. There has been some slinging-off
at the ferries. The new ferry boat which has
been put into the South Perth service is a
credit to the workmen who built it. Last
year the ferries, after paying working ex-

penses, interest and depreciation, showed a
profit of £1,035. That was made by the one
ferry boat running to South Perth. The
electricity supply showed a profit of £22,484.
Thus the loss on the railways has been made
up by the people of the greater metropoli-
tan area and, with increased wages and in-
creased costs in running the railways, surely
the people of the State must expect to ex-
perience what has happened iii Great Bri-
tain and in the Eastern States. They must
expect to pay at least the cost of running
the service. The policy of Governments in
this State is that tramway facilities in the
metropolitan area shall at least poy their
way, and the department is to be congratu-
lated on the way it has maintained the ser-
vice and extended it in difficult times when
it is hard to secure supplies.

The Premier: You hav'e helped. 1 freely
acknowledge that.

Mr. CROSS: For tbe last year there was
a small deficit of £140. Thus the city ser-
vices have paid the loss of £62,250 made by
the railways in the country areas. There-
fore members hat-e no ground for slinging
off about the new services% in the metro-
piolitan area. There is another feature of the
Estimates to which I shall draw attention, as
I have done in the past. A few years ago I
made a speech about trolley-busies and it
was met with a roar of sarcasm. The fact
remains that the 28 trolley-buses operating
in Perth last year, after paying working
expenses, interest and depreciation, made a
profit of £28,753. In other words, a trolley-
bus earns almost sufficient in a year to pay
for its cost.

A new service has been inaugurated to
South Perth and many people have been
slinging off about it. Those are certain in-
terested parties. In another place a motion
"'as moved and it was stated that the new
buses being utilised, which are petrol-drivenk,
arc using- Something like 38,000 gallons of
petrol a year. The individual who made
that statement did not know what he was
talking about, because they are. not using
that quantity. When the Government
bought the chassis, it was compelled to buy
engines as -well, and all of them have not
been converted to use gas-producers, but
they are in process of being converted. The
truth of the matter is that while some peo-
ple are slinging off about this service I am
getting letters of a very different kind.
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The other five Diesel engine chassis being
assembled are a little larger and will have
to be put into the South Perth service, be-
cause the present line of buses cannot lift
the traffic. In the first week the buses were
running in this new service to South Perth,
five buses ivero used and they carried 21,978
passengers. That was for the week ended
the 26th September last. These buses have
been running tea weeks and the number of
passengers carried last week was, 31,640,'
an increase of 10,000 passengers in 10 -weeks.
People may say what they like of the ser-
vice, hut those buses are showing a profit
of nearly £200 a week. If that does not
justify the new service, justification may be
found in the fact that I am daily receiving
complaints that people cannot get on the
buses. There are not enough buses running
on that route. The department is doing its
best in the circumstances. People may sling
off about what is being provided for South
Perth, but that suburb was for years the
Cinderella suburb-it got nothing. All it had
was a worn-out ferry boat and the slowest
tramway system in the Commonwealth, and
everybody was complaining. It took seven
years of ceaseless effort to get the bus ser-
vice and I have not finished with complaints
yet.

Every day I receive letters asking for the
inauguration of a new service in South
Perth. We have been promised trolley-buses,
but have not been able to get them because
the material required for the overhead equip-
ment is not available. I know that 28
chassis, which -were ordered by the Chinese
Government and should haove been sent to
Canton, were secured by our Government.
I congratulate the Glovernment on having
purchased them. They have proved to he
a Godsend. I have taken the trouble to
ascertain the facts and I know what I am
talking about. I am getting letters at the
moment from residents in South Perth ask-
ing not only for additions to the present
service, but for fresh services. I received
the following letter from -Mrs. T. J. risber
of 10 MAelville-terrace, South Perth, this
morning:-

What about catering for your voters down
Mill Point end of South Perth and giving them
a bus servie? Now that we have to carry
everything home ourselves instead of having
it delivered, we would appreciate a bus past
the door, even if it were only every hour, as we
are 20 minutes from the ferry, which is a long
way with a heavy load. Please see what you
can do about it.

This is another letter I received this morn-
iog; it is from Mr. George Pogsoa of 1 Salis.
bury-avenue, South Perth-

A numiber of residents in this vicinity (Sub
urban-road) have discussed with me the tiues.
tion of petitioning for transport facilities along
this road, and I have undertaken the job ot
seeking, through yourself, the exact position
before we go to any unnecessary trouble. A
considerable number of people living alonj
Suburban-road and in streets leading into it
are not within a quarter of a maile and wm-s
from any service, including the ferry, and it
is considered that part of the new service to
Como could be scheduled to take in the district
by a route along the Suburban-road and then
along Coode-street to existing terminus. Could
you kindly advise me what steps we might take
to have this matter decided? We would wel-
comec any assistance you could render to us
this year.

I am receiving an average of one such letter
per day on this subject. I said a few
minutes ago that I would ascertain the
amount spent on belated repairs on the rail-
ways, which had accumulated up to 1933
under the previous Government. I am in-
formed that from 1934 until 1939 an amount
of £C480,000 was spent on belated repairs.
That disposes of the statement of the mem-
ber for Nedlands that the Government did
nothing in respect of belated repairs, but
let the rollingstock go. That amount was
in addition to other sums provided out of
revenue.

With regard to new bus service, in my
opinion neither the private companies nor
the Government will be able to inistal any
new services until the war position cases.
It will be exceedingly difficult to attempt to
extend such services. Therefore, I congratu-
late the Government upon its foresight in
purchasing the 28 chassis to which I have
referred, as these will be able to take up
the slack on the trolley-bus routes. The
Government buses and the privately-owned
buses last year carried anl increase of at
least 50 per cent in the number of passen-
gers. I discussed this matter with one of
the private companies and -was informed,
when I asked for an extra trip to be run by
a Metro. bus to South Perth, that the
company could not possibly put on another
bus. The company is obliged to reduce its
services in many places. 'Moreover, recently
the company had 10 broken-down buses for
which it cannot obtain parts. I think it is
up to the Government to get those parts.
The time is not far distant when all ser-
vices will have to be reduced. The State
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services are in a position almost similar to
that of the private companies. People
seem to overlook the fact that trolley and
other buses are running from 6 a.m. till
midnight continuously for six days a week,
and that on Sundays they are running from
9 a~m. to 11.30 p.m.

The Minister for Mines: Do they get over-
time?7

Mr. CROSS: They are not being driven
by the same crews. Members should realise
that the buses themselves are working over-
time and -require much servicing. There
are not many breakdowns in the trolley-bus
services. Trolley-buses are not so likely to
get out of order as are petrol-driven
or Diesel engine buses. Members are
doubtless aware that the motors which
drive the trolley-buses and the elec-
tric tramns have but few working parts in
them. Such motors will run for 30 years
at the expense of only a few pence. Even
then, they are in as good condition as when
they started. Parts of Diesel-driven engines
and petrol-driven buses, howvever, wvear out
more quickly. There is more strain on them.
The time is approaching when, because of
the impossibility of obtaining new parts,
there will be a restriction on the services,
both Government-ran and privately-owned.
People shouild, therefore, take warning.

With regard to the remarks of the mem-
ber for Swan, almost every day-I say this
without any glee-one can see broken-down
privately-owned buses on the Causeway wait-
ing- to be towed in for repairs. This is a
matter for great regret, because of the diffi-
culty in obtaining the necessary parts. In
the interest of the public the Government
should do what it can to obtain essential
parts. These should appear early on the
priority list, as the longer the war con-
tinues the fewer private ears there will be
on the road- That means that greater use
will have to be wade of the Government and
privately-owned services. The matter is one
of great importance to the travelling public
of the metropolitan area. People here are
suffering in the same way as are the people
in Great Britain. In some towns in England
seats ha'e been taken out of the buses so
that they can carry more by the people
standing up. In many places at peak hours
trains and trolley-buses are reserved for
workers who travel to factories carrying out
essential services.

It was pretty lucky that I was able to
secure the new bus service to South Perth.
I appreciate that, and some of the new
Diesel engines buses will soon have to be
put on that route to eater for the extra
traffic.

Steps should be taken now to bring down
a Bill next session providing for the Gov-
ernment's taking Over all the passenger
transport facilities in the metropolitan area
immediately after the wvar. Those facilities
should he placed under a board similar to
the London Passenger Transport Board. Re-
cently this Chamber agreed to a Bill pro-
viding for a single-fire district for the
Greater Metropolitan area. That will enable
more effective organisation to he built up
and wvill prevent duplication of services. It
is useless for privately-owned buses and
Government buses to be running side by side.
Some people think this is happening at
South Perth, but that is not so. True, the
new bus service traverses Canning-highbway,
but it picks up at a place there where pre-
viously the people had no transport service.
The time is opportune for the Government
to bring down a Bill such as I suggest, I
do not agree with one member who de-
preciated the privately-run services. These
will have two or three years' warning and
so will know where they stand. Their vehicles
are rapidly depreciating and their v-alue when
the war is over will he very low. The time
will, therefore, be opportune then to bring
into force the legislation I suggest.

With one exception, the tramways have
carried on their services for a great number
of years without increasing fares, and have
at the same time made profits. The excep-
tion to which I refer is the extension of the
Inglewood line, in respect of which the de-
partment increased the charge, in my opinion
unfairly. The distance of that line from
Barrack-street to the Grand Promenade,
Inglewood, is 3 miles 58 chains. For the
extra 11 chains, the department has increased
the fare by one penny, but the terminus for
the 3d. fare has been fixed at Dundas-street,
another .13 chains back. The people who
formerly travelled to Salisbury-street are
now being charged an extra penny. That is
distinctly unfair. I understand the depart-
ment has not increased the fares for child-
ren, who still travel the whole distance for
1d. I am not sure that a charge of 1d. per
mile is not fair. I think it is. In Victoria
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Park, the tramways tarry people 3 miles
7S chains for 3d.

The M3inister for M1ines: The department
t-ould, alternatively, raise that fare.

Mr. CROSS: I will not say what the
departmnent charges on the South Perth run.
One VaU travel 4 miles 2 chains, in South
1Pertlh for 3d. South Perth residents
have to pay a somewhat higher fare on the
buis service. I do not think the department
has a valid argument for increasing the fare
to Inglewood, and the Government ought to
take some notice of my protest. I m aware
of the difficulties of the Tramway Depart-
ment. It has to maintain its rollingstoek,
but several of its mechanics have enlisted.
Reeently it has engaged many new conduc-
tors and conductresses. The department
should instruct these conductors and eon-
ductresses in the inatter of fares. Recently
I had a complaint from Victoria Park that
some People have been charged 1d. too much
for a journey to Parliament House. The
fare from Victoria Park to Parliament
House on a through train is 4d. These
people were charged 59d. I know that people
who comne in from South Perth have to pay
5d., because it is necessary for them to
change trains. There should be uniformity
in charges, It is not fair for one conductor
to charge 5d. and another to charge 4d. I
have had many complaints from people go-
ing from Victoria Park to the Children's~
'Hospital. Frequently they are charged Id.
more than they should have to pay.

I am1 sorry the member for Pingelly com-
plained about the iiew ferry. That was not
only designed here, but the South Perth
Road Board had quite a number of meetings
about it and laid down certain conditions
that had to be observed in the construction
of the boat. They wanted one that would
be level with the jetty so that people could
walk straight on to it. Again it was pro-
vided that it ninst not have much of a keel
because there is only 5it. of water in the
river and the boat must be almost flat-
bottomed, drawing only Ift. Sin, of water. It
had to be a double-end drive boat, seating 120
passengers. All those r-quiremnents were
fulfilled. The boat was new and -s a credit
to the man who built it, and who inci-
dentally is a resident of this State. I have
had no complaints from the people using

it. It is a vast improvement on the pre-
vions vessel and, being double-end driven, can
pull straight into the wharf. It is capable-
of doing more trips than were done previ-
ously. I siigge.5t to the Minister that it is
just as well for hint to take steps, to get
another engine built at Midland Junction
with a view to securing another boat. This
vessel has to be on the run from 6 a.m. until
muidnight, seven days a week. It is only
natural that it must be taken off the ran
for two or three weeks in the year to be
cleaned up and repaired, and to have a gen-
eral overhaul. So wve need another boat.

Further, there is no means of running
specials.

Mr. lDoncy: What are specials required
fur?

Mr. CROSS: Quite a lot of travelling
down the river is done by picnic. parties.
Even though there is a wvar on, people re-
quire leisure. Hundreds of thousands of
people make trips from the city to South
Perth to visit the zoo during the week-ends,
One boat is not sufficient to deal 'with the
traffic. There is, need for another, There
must be a continuous service, and it is ridicu-
lous to conduct that service with one vessel.
Of course, we still have the old Perth, but to
provide an effective service to South Perth
two double-end drive boats are needed. This
boat cost £5,000 or £6,000, and the profit is
over E1,000 a year. Nobody can grumble at
a profit of 20 per cent. That is a pretty good
investment. There has been no increase in
die fares, so far as I know, for the past 20
years. That is more than can be said of
most concerns, either those that are privately
owned, or Government enterprises. The new
boat is a credit to the department and is
giving satisfactory service. I thought that
there might have been upholstered seats, hut
the action or the water prevents their being
provided. I eonsider that the trains should
have upholstered seats, like the buses. Why
should people have to ride on rough wooden
seats when more comfortable seats are pro-
vided everywhere else? The people pay for
them. I thank the M1inister for doing his
best to secure a new bus service for South
Perth. It is Proving highly satisfactory and
showing an excellent profit.

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again at a later stage of the sitting.
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REBOLUTION--GOLDMDUINlG
INDUSTRY.

As to Compensation and Basic Wage
Variations.

Message from the Council received and
read requesting the Assembly's concurrence
in the following resolution:-

That in the opinion of this House compen-
sation payable under the Miner's Phithisis Act
and the Mine Workers' Relief Act should be
so adjusted as to ensure to beneficiaries that
the rates of compensation payable to them un-
der these Acts shall be subject to any rise and
fall in the current basic wage.

HIMLS (6)-RETURNED.

1, Rural Relief Fund Act Amendment.
2, Stamp Act Amendment.
3, Pig Industry Compensation.
4, Loan, £310,000.

Without amendment.
5, Motor Spirit and Substitute

Fuels.
6, Vermin Act Amendment.

With amendments.

Liquid

EILL-MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS RE-
STRIaTION ACT CONTINUANCE

AND AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Hill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 7:
Mr. WATTS: I mentioned earlier that I

was not satisfied with the proposed altera-
tion of the law as set out in this clause. I
will now explain my objection in greater
detail. Hitherto the authority to grant leave
to a mortgagee to proceed under his mort-
gage has been vested in the Supreme Court,
but by this Bill it is proposed in certain
eases to vest that authority in the Commis-
sioner of Titles, which I do not think right,
however excellent the Commissioner might
be. The general principle applicable to this
Act has been and should be that the Sup-
reme Court should be entrusted with the
making of orders, and that that authority
should not be altered even in circumstances
outlined in this measure. It also seems to
me that there is no provision for any an-
swering affidavit to be lodged by the mort-
gagor against whom the order is sought.

The applicant, the mortgagee, simply pre-
sents an affidavit to the Commissioner of

Titles setting out that his income is so much,
that the amount of the debt is so much, that
the time for the payment is overdue, and,
in the case of a transfer of a mortgage, that
it was bona fide and not for the purpose of
obtaining an order under the Act as it will
be when amended. But there is no other
provision required than the mere affidavit
of the mortgagee, which so far as the last
point is concerned seems to be unwise when
it is considered that no provision is made,
nor can I see that any procedure would he
available for the mortgagor to answer that
affidavit no matter what information he
might have in contradiction of the state-
ments of the mortgagee. On those two
counts it seems to me that the alteration in
procedure, at least at first sight, is ill-advised.
There may be some sound reason that has
been advanced to members, in which case
I regret that I was not present to hear it.
I would ask the Minister, if he advanced
such reason previously, to advance it again.
So that opportunity may be given to deal
wvith the matter, I move an amendment-

That in lines 5 and 6 of proposed new Sub-
section (5) the words ''the Commissioner of
Titles, Perth'' be struck out, with a viewv to
inserting other words.

The other words would empower the Supreme
Court to deal with the matter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
introducing the Bill I explained to the
House the reason for its introduction as
distinct from a more continuance measure,
no additional lpurpose being to grant relief
to peoplle who were under severe disabilities
as mnortgagees, and who might have all, their
capital tied up in mortgages. In this respect
the Bil] intends merely to deal with cases
where people are badly circumstanced. It
would, therefore, be most unwise to impose
upon thems the procedure which the p~resent
Act makes definite and mandatory. We want
to avoid legal costs, which experience shows
would] he not less than 15 guineas, and per-
haps more. We have examples showing that
it is necessary to avoid those legal costs. The
people we are trying to deal with in these
cases of hardship are people who perhaps
have never come within the ambit of the
1931 Act, people who, if the Act had not
beeni passed under very extraordinary cir-
cumstances, would not have been included in
such an Act. It is for those people, and
especially the old people whom I mentioned
in introducing this Bill, who have. tbeir life
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savings of £:400 or £500 embarked in a mort-
gage, and are getting from the mortgage per.
haps only 10s., 15s. or £1 a week, that the
amendment is proposed. The object is to
taper off, firstly, eases of hardship that we
know to exist.

Mr. HU7GHES: All that the 'Minister has
said about eases of hardship I know to be
correct. There are many people who,' hav,-
ing made on investment on mortgage, re-
quire part of the capital back for their liv-
ing expenses. But there is another side to
the picture. The present Act gives ample
power, in case of hardship being caused to
the mortgagee, for the judge to make the
necessary order, and he does so, too. When
the mortgagee fies his affidavit, the mort-
gagor has the right to file an affidavit in
reply; and the judge has to consider as be-
tween the two parties the balance of hard-
ship. If the mortgagee can satisfy the judge
that the mortgagor is able to raise the mnert-
gage money at reasonable cost for the pur-
pose of discharging the mortgage, the judge
will give the necessary order. Dozens of
such orders have been given.

But frequently the mortgagor is in
a most unfortunate position, and can-
not raise the money on reasonable terms.
Then the judge has to try to weigh
the balance between two persons in very poor
circumstances. A mortgage I know of
has been iii existence for 17 years, and
every year the interest has been paid to
the mortgagee, right through the depression.
But, unfortunately, the mortgaged property
belongs to a widow; and she has not been
able to spend much on repairs. Upon appli-
cation being made to call up the mortgage,
the mortgagee stated his case on affidavit,
and the widow also stated her case on affi-
davit. Here was a ease of two people
where to call up the mortgage would cause
great hardship to the widow, and to allow
the mortgage to remain would cause hard-
ship to the mortgagee. As the mortgagee
was getting the interest regularly,' his appli-
cation waS refused. As soon as this Bill
becomes law, the mortgagee will file an affi-
davit with the Commissioner of Titles. The
widow is not entitled to see that affidavit,
or to file an affidavit in answer; and in seven
days she gets a notice to pay the mortgage
money. She then has to sell the property
in order to try to save some of her mort-
gage equity. Owing to restrictions on the
sale of property, and owing to the difficulty

of getting possession of property, there are
no buyers about. True, there are buyers,
but at what prices!? Just sufficient to cover
the mortgages! In this case the mortgagee
will get the property for the value of the
mortgage, and the mortgagor will walk out
with nothing. The mortgagee is not even
obliged to supply a copy of his affidavit to
the mortgagor. I hope the clause will not
be agreed to.

I do not understand how the costs involved
in such a ease would amount to 15 guineas,
since under the Act no costs are allowed to
either party. For every case done for 15
guineas, ten cases have been done for two
guineas, or even for nothing. The case of
the mortgagor who is to he turned out must
be considered. Frequently the mortgagor is
a widow with young children. In a private
inquiry before a judge in Chambers, both
parties are heard. Either the Commnonwealth
or the State Government should be prepared
to advance a sum of money to take over
the mortgage in such circumstances. I con-
sider that the State Government should
adopt my suggestion in cases of hardship.
This would distribute over the whole com-
munity the evil after-effects of the depres-
sion; each of us would contribute his mite.
To raise the money to pay off a mortgage
of ay, £500, would cost about £20. If
the mortgagor cannot get the amount bor-
rowed tinder the old mortgage, and conse-
quently has to raise the difference between
that and the amount under the new mort-
gage, he will have to pay 121/ per cent, in-
terest, because of being unable to offer
security. I trust the clause will be defeated.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This clause can be
understood by realising that when the par-
ent Act was passed in 1931 there was no
time properly to consider the position. Had
there been time the mortgagees described in
this measure would not have been included.
At the time of the parent Act we were deal-
ing with almost panic legislation. We were
faced with collapse and used every means
possible without fully realising the length
to which they went. The principal Act was
one of them. Had the position been fully
considered it would have been made applic-
able to small mortgagees and people with
small means. The member for East Perth
is under the impression that it deals with
all mortgages. It doees not. It deals with
small amounts lent by mortgagees of small
means. great care is taken to prevent any
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advantage being derived from the transfer
of mortgages. It was an error not to have
included such mortgagees in 1931.

Ever since then I and the member for
West Perth have been endeavouring to tone
down the Act. This Bill might have been
simply an amending measure to amiend the
definition of "mortgagee" in the 1931 Act,
and to exclude from it a mortgagee in re-
ceipt of only £5 or under a week-which
is taking the basic wage at the moment-
and who is possessed of estate totalling in
all £2,000, and who had a right wider the
common law to claim payment for the miort-
gage. If the measure had come down in that
form no exception would have been taken
to it. As for the Bill, the niatters that have
to he proved are self-evident from the docu-
meats in the hands of the Commissioner of
Titles, and those instruments speak for
themselves. They cannot be questioned by
the parties. The inclusion of the provision
in the Bill regarding mortg-agees indicates
the intention to restrict the benefits to a
limited class.

Mr. McDONALD: I agree with the niem-
her for East Perth that the cost of such ap-
plications should not be as high as 15
guineas, although I do not say it should be
as low as two guineas.

Mr. Hughes: I have done Plenty of them
for two guineas.

Mry. McDONALD: Lawyers will admit
with me that miany people have an unjus-
tifiable impression that if they make an ap-
plication to the court they will be involved
in heavy legal costs. I have given much
consideration to the Bill, and I recognise that
there will be sonic cases where the mortgagor
may experience some difficulty in raising
money, but I do not think that position will
be as serious as some members suggest.
There is a demand today for small houses
for which sales can take place, and so there
is an opportunity for raising money on mort-
gages. For 11 years mortgagees have been
prevented from recovering their money by
mortgagors who have used the Act as a
shield. From 1936 to 1939 at any rate a
fair amount of capital wvas available.

Mr. Hughes: If so, would not a judge
issue the desired order?

Mr. 'McDONALD: I think judges have
been reluctant to issue an order where in-
terest has been paid. The view taken is that
this is emergency legislation. The mort-
gagors have had 11 years to make provision

for meeting their liabilities, but have inter-
posed the Act as a bar to the rights of mort-
gagees and in many instances have kept
mortgagees out of money that they really
should have been paid. It is difficult to
render ideal justice in such circumstances,
but taking everything into consideration, the
Committee would be justified in agreeing to
the measure.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I am loth to
take part in what has developed into a legal
discussion, but from a purely humanitarian
standpoint I have urged the necessity for-
legislation of this description and the Minis-
ter is to be commended upon its introduc-
tion. M ost of the cases of which I am aware
concern women who cannot receive the old
age pension because they own small pro-
perties. In consequence, they have to live
on the assistance rendered by neighbours, or
else on p~aymcnts through the Child Welfare.
Department. Their circumstances are most
(leplorable. When the legislation was intro-
duced, I wrote to several of these old women,
and said their troubles were over and that
they would soon he ablc to go to the Corn-
missioner of Titles and secure relief. Many
of the people who have lent money are in
a worse position than those who have bor-
rowed it. I know of instances where the
borrowers are civil servants who are in
decent positions. In one or two instances
they are allowing the properties they
occupy to fall into disrepair and will not
do anything about it.

'Mr. Hughes: And you say the judge re-
fused an order in such a case?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Legal mem-
bers of this Chamber have several times
.stated that such applications would cost
very little money. I have quoted in the
House, and my statement appears on record
in "Hansardl," the case of a reputable. firm
of lawyers charging £00 for an application.
At that time the member for East Perth
said that the legal business associated with
the application could have been transacted
for about £7. In another instance I had a
letter from a legal firm, well known to mem-
bers, setting out the cost involved in an
application relating to a small mortgage of
a few hundred pounds. In another instance
a man who was living in distressful cir-
cumstances gave away a house because he
found it was a bar to his securing the old
age pension.
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I\r. J. Hegiiey: But such a man could not
ia ve got the pension.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, but hie
stupidly gave away the house because he
thought it was an encumbrance. He has
since secured a pension. This is the most
hiumane piece of legislation submitted to
members for a long time, and I hope it will
be passed.

'Mr. BOYLE: I intend to support the
amendment. The title of the Act is the
Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act. Here
we have an amendment that strikes at the
basis of restriction. Ani allidavit is provided
for, and the adjudicator is thle Commissioner
oif Titles. In the Act an order is given-I
think the time is 30 days-and the case must
come before a judge. I know of scores of
eases in which judges have given verdicts
in favour of the mortgagor. The only
restriction that will apply under this clause
is anl affidavit. There mayt h e cases in which
hardships are actually caused to certain
miortgagees, hut a judge should be the
authority to hold the scales evenly.

Mr. Hughes: Both sides should be heard.
M.%r. BOYLE: Yes, and if a judge took

the case both sides would be heard. If only
seven days' notice of foreclosure were given
in the case of a town like Mlerredin the fore-
closure would be effected before the notice
reached the person! I ant prepared to sup-
port the suggestion that a case should come
before a judge. Under the parent Act a
*Judge has wide powers. If interest is not
paidl up-to-date he canl order foreclosure.

Mr. Hughes: He always wvill if interest
is in arrears.

M.%r. BOYLE: That has been my expert-
ence with many mortgages of this type, and
I have been connected with scores. By and
large the interest of the mortgagee has
always taken precedence over the interest of
the mortgagor in law and iii practice.

Mr. HUGHES: I admit what the meal-
her for Nedlancis and the member for West
Perth say about hardship on mortgagees, but
the member for Subiaico is wrong in saying
that this is a difference between legal people.
It is a difference between Nedlands; and East
Perth, between the lender and the borrower,
the secured credlitor and the unsecured
debtor.

Hon. N. Kjeenan: What is an unsecured
debtor?

Mr. HUGHES: He is the person we have
hitherto protected. We have said that if

he negotiated a mortgage before the depres-
sion, and the depression prevented his meet-
ing his obligation, we would interfere with
the rights of the mortgagee for his pro-
tection. So we have a secured debtor. Now
we are going to take that security away,
and say that in seven dlays the debtor can
get out in the street or sell his property
to a buyer, who will he the mortgagee. I
would like to see a legal bill that passed
the taxing-master for £50 for anl application
in respect of a mortgage of less than
£1,000. The bill might easily run into £50
for a mortgage involving X20,000 or £830,000,
but before we take the other statement as
authentic we should know the amount of the
mortgage. If there were a person per-
mnanently employed in the Civil Service who
was in a position to negotiate fresh money
for a mortgage I do not believe any judge
would refuse the order. If he did, the
matter could be taken further, because the
Act provides that in miaking his decision a
judge has to give consideration to the hard-
.ship inflicted on a mortgagee. If a mort-
gagee is in destitute circumstances and can-
not get the old-age penlsion, and the mort-
gagor is on a good salary and is not keep-
ing the p~roperty in order, no judge would
refuse the order. If he did the High Court
would reverse the decision.

Hon. N. Keenan: There is no appeal.
Mr. HtTGHES: I would like to see a

judge refuse anl order in those circumstances!
I know there are some members of the Chain-
her who believe that where people have lent
money and have become secured creditors,
and owing to circumstances over which
neither party' had any control the prop~erty
has depreciated, the secured creditor should
bear his or her share of the diminution.
And it should not apply only to coun-
try properties. If this is going, to be done
would it not be much fairer to have some
scheme of re-arrangement, whereby the de-
ducti6n in value due to depreciation was
shared equally between the parties, so that
if in order to discharge a mortgage a new
one ha to be raised the mortgagee should
bear his portion of the cost of raising it?

Hon. 'N. K~eenan: The mortgagee should
pay himself.

kr. HUGHES: The mortgagee went
through the depression and received interest
for ever) -year of the depression while fre-
quently the mortgagor did not receive
enoughi food. What is wrong withi asking
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the mortgagee to bear a little of the loss
sustained? What is the use of saying that
the mortgagee has not enough to live on?
If the mortgage is one of £000 returning
£30 a year, and the interest is paid-

Mrs. -Cardell-Oliver: Can one live on £30
a year?

Mr'. HUGHES:'Of course not; but in those
circumstances one can get a Jproportion of
old-age pension to bring the income uip to
the amount allowed for husband and wife.
Unfortlinately, in my electorate ninny per-
sons had to live on £30 a year during the
depression. During the period of 11 years
which has been referred to, the mortgagor
bad only just sufficient to exist on. And
what is to happen to the second mortgagee?
He appears to he nobody's darling. What
about the builder and his equity? Say a
working man buys a house for £800 pay'-
able over a period! During a depression hio
falls in arrears with his payments and is
not able to pay off the second mortgagee.
Under this clause, the second mortgagee
need only submit an affidavit to the Com-
missioner of Titles, and the mortgagor must
go out overnight. Surely a more equitable
adjustment could be devised. Should not the
first mo rtgagee, if -he wants his money, after
having had his interest regularly for 26
years, be prepared to say, like any other
business man, "I will abate some of the
debt"?7

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: But if the mortgage
is all he has?

Mr. HUGHES: Some one must abate.
Let the parties share the abatement among
them.

Progress reported.

ANNTUAL ESTIMLATES. 1942-43.

fit Committee Of Supply.

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting; Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

Vote-Railways, Tramwtiays, Ferries and
Electrieity Supply, £8,842,900-partly con-
sidered.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5 A ]:
Many questions have been raised during the
debate that took place earlier today. The
member for Canning suggested that there
should be unified control. I agree with that
v-iew, and consider that the profits derived
from such a scheme in the metropolitan area
should be used to bring about a different

transport systemn, extending to places where
communications are needed. Many localities
it) the metropolitaun area arc calling out for
transport facilities apart fronm trainways and
so on. The time for consideration of that
matter has arrived. If that were not so, we,
would not have the continual ery about pri-
vate buses competing against the Govern-
nintowned bases, and vice versa; and onoL
trying to malc From the other it, revenue.
If that were done, the revenue derived from
the sys "tem would tome under one control,
and he used for the development of the
transport systent of the nietropolitan area.
We would not then be dependent on loan
funds or any other source for moneys to es-
tablish an up-to-date transport systein. We
could have the trolley buses and trains
modernised, and instal other modern buses.
Some members have criticised the tram sys-
tem and said that it is out-of-date. 'Most
people like fast transport. I understand,
however, that in many parts of the world,
notwithstanding that trolley buses and onmni-
buses operate, the tranis have been found
not to have outlived their usefulness. They
are capable, in peak periods, of shifting a
great number of people. It is difficult to do
away with theta. On the longeor routes, no
doubt, the faster service is better. We have
brought about sonic moderaisaition of our-
system here, and there will be room for fur-
ther improvement when the opp)ortunity pre-
seats itself.

Some years ago a report on the tutiire de-
velopment of the transport system in this
State was niade. 'rIte Commissioner of Rail.
ways; Mr. Taylor, the manager of the Tram-
ways; and the Town Planning Commissioner,
drew up that report. It was recommended
that a trolley-bus service or fast mod ern
system, shiould proceed to MaylandN, thence
across Garret t-roadl bridge, and return to
Perth through Belmont. That suggesition
was made somne years ago. On one occasion
I took the opportunity to discuss this matter
with the Commissioner of Railways and,
whilst it did not appear feasible then, the
time has now at-rived when it should be oon-
sidered. 'The M[aylanis service, terninating-
at Ferguson-street, should be speeded up.
The single line, with loops, is still being used,
and it is altogether unsatisfactory. The re-
port I have mentioned stated that this
modern system should extend along Guild-
ford-road, over the Garrett-road bridge,
through Belmont, and back to Pci-tb. 'That

2043;
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would improve the system on the Bel-
mont side, too. Extreme dissatisfaction
exists in Belmont today because of the
service provided by the Beam Bus Co. Only
a few weeks ago I ventilated this matter
here and brought it to the notice of the
Minister for Works. I asked him to take
it up with the transport authorities. I
frequently hear this statement in the Bel-
mont district, "Why cannot the trolley-buses
be extended to this district the same as to
others; why arc we not entitled to the same
consideration as i% South Perth? We should
have a modern system and the same favour-
able service as exists in other parts." I am
advocating that the report I have mentioned
be considered.

I stated here some time ago that as soon
as one gets beyond the railway system at
Rivervale the fares increase. Again, as soon
as we get back close to the railway, the
fares immediately become less and compar-
able. To go to Redeliffe from Perth, a dis-
tance of six miles, costs is. 2d. To travel
three miles beyond Redeliffe, or the six
miles return, it is Is. 3d., hut we have this
factor entering into the matter, that at
Guildford a train service operates and the
people can travel to that town for a cheap
railway fare. The inducement to get those
people to use the Beam buses was that they
could go to Gulidford by bus on payment of
the same fare. If unification of the trans-
port systems came about, it would not then
matter who got the profits, because they
would all go to the one authority and be
spent for the benefit of the system. The
Belmont people are crying out for improved
transport facilities, and I am urging that
consideration be given to their request. I
listened to what the member for Canning
said when he asked that further facilities
should be provided in his electorate. I have
no doubt that those people are entitled to
the best possible transport facilities, but I
am urging that the people in my district
should not he overlooked. With the future
development of the transport system in this
State, I look forward to the Belmont dis-
trict being served by up-to-date facilities. If
any buses are available they should be put
on to supplement the present service.

Another matter that has been causing in
some concern for a number of weeks is the
fact that in the Inglewood district, with the
recent short extension of 111 chains from
Salisbury-street to Grand-parade, the

sections have been re-east, so that an in-
creased fare has been imposed on people
who, for the previous ten years, had been
paying 3d. They are now called upon to
meet a 33', per cent, increase. During the
depression, and since, a great deal of
development has taken place in that area,
and many workers bought land there know-
ing that the fare was 3d., and believing it
would remain at that figure. Transport
costs are a consideration in a worker's in-
come, and these people went to that district
and built their homes. Now they cannot
leave! Today we find that, because of a
short extension of 111/2 chains, the people
living between Dundas-road and Salisbury-
street, who used to pay 3d., have to pay a
fare of 4d. The children were called upon
to pay a 100 per cent, increase, but that
matter, fortunately, has been adjusted, for
which I am pleased because it was creating
a great deal of hardship. The conditions
which existed there for ten years have been
disturbed. Many of the people continue to
pay 3d. and, when they can get carried be-
yond Dundas-road, they do. The tramway
employee has to check up when be gets to
Dundas-road, and these people are called
upon to pay an extra Id. That has caused
a great deal of soreness, and resentment has
been displayed. As I have said, it meant an
increase of 33 per cent, for adults and 100
per eent. for children. This is not a small
item for workers having regard to the fact
that thcy are being taxed heavily on every-
thing thY consume or use. In fact, they
are almost being taxed out of existence, and
this further impost weighs heavily upon
them. Consider a worker employed in the
city or at one of the industrial establish-
ments in Newcastle-street, or beyond! Tra-
velling on six days a week, the return fares
would cost him 3s. 6d. or for one year £9 2s.
With the re-casting of the section, many of
those people are called upon to pay an in-
crease of is. a week, making their weekly
payments 4s. 6d. and their annual cost
911 14s. If a worker has a child travelling
to one of the central schools or to college,
fares that previously cost E1 2s. per annum
now cost £E2 4 . When a worker has several
children attending school, the aggregate
amount for transport reaches substantial
proportions.

The service is undoubtedly a good one, but
having regard to the development of the
dktrict during the last seven or eight years



[10 DFcEmBE, 1942.] 2045

-the progress has been wonderful and the
department is making ample revenue-this
increase should not have been imposed.
Many workers went to reside in the district
and bought homes there on the assumption
that it was a 3d. fare, and it is wrong for
the department to break down that arrange-
ment by increasing the fares. These costs
are too great a burden to impose upon the
workers, who, having become accustomed to
., 3d. fare, are expressing strong resentment
at the increase. The additional impost
should be lifted immediately. The people
have been complaining bitterly. So reat
is the feeling that a meeting of the Progress
Association has been called for Friday even-
ing to voice a protest against the increase.

I hope the Minister will review this matter.
The district has progressed on the basis of a
3d. fare, and the only people who will benefit
by the extension are those living at Grand-
parade. The people who have their homes
in the intervening street-Rosalea-street-
have to walk to the stopping place at Salis-
bury-street. Therefore to give the people
living in Grand-parade a benefit, all the
people living between Dundas-street and
Salisbury-street have to pay an extra
penny. We are living in difficult times;
there are already too many calls on the
worker, and I maintain that, as the Tram-
way Department has no bus competition to
contend with, it was injudicious to disturb
existing conditions.

The member for Canning has pointed out
that in the metropolitan area there are sec-
dions longer than the one in my district and
no higher fare is charged for them. Other
sections begin from a central point in the
city. The Subiaco section begins at the Town
Hall, and the Victoria Park and South Perth
sections begin at Barrack-street. The Ingle-
wood section, however, begins at the river.
There is a section from the river to the rail-
way line that does not advantage the people
of Inglewood in any way; they get no bene-
fit from the long, run from the river to the
centre of the city. What is really happening
is that the people using the Inglewood trains
are paying for a benefit enjoyed by the
people of South Perth, who use those tramns
to ride down to the river front. The section
for the Inglewood trains should start at
tbe centre of the city, as do the sections
for Subiaco and South Perth.

Some people hold that there was no need
to make the Inglewood extension. The ex-
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tension was necessary because the district
is growing but, had I thought that the resi-
dents would be called upon to pay increased
fares merely to benefit the people at Grand-
parade, I would not have advocated the ex-
tension. People at Bayswater were agitat-
ing for permission to allow a private bus
company to operate there, and I opposed it
on the ground that there were Government
facilities serving the district. I considered
that the proper development of the trans-
port system lay along Beaufort-street, and
urged the people of Bayswvater not to press
for a private bus service through the back
portion of the district. I little thought when
this short extension of 11 / chains at Ingle-
wood was made, which benefits only those
people at the terminus, that an increased
fare would be imposed. There are people
living half a mile beyond the terminus, but
to give them the benefit of tramway facili-
ties by making this extension, all the people
between flundas-road and Salisbury-street
are called upon to pay an increased fare.
It is not right that they should be called
upon to pay the extra charge. If the line
were a losing one, I wvould not oppose the
increase. Personally I think the revenue
derived from the tramnways should be placed
in a common pool, and used for the purpose
of developing the transport system of the
metropolitan area. There would then be
no cause for complaint.

I point out to the Minister that one
section of this line-from the jetty to
St. George's-terrace, or Hay-street-is
not used by the Inglewood residents
at all, or perhaps only once a year,
when they go to the Zoo. People travelling
from Inglewood to the city alight generally
at Hay-street or St. George's-terrace, and
there is almost half a mile of track running
further on to the jetty. I suggest that the
Minister impose the increase at that end of
the line. It is unfair to call upon workers
to pay an extra £2 12s. per annum for travel-
ling costs. I am pleased that consideration
was given to the request by me to have the
fare for cildren reduced, as the increase of
100 per cent. was too much. This matter is
of importance to the people of the district,
and they are concerned about it. If the fare
were reduced to what it formerly was, the
Government would still be receiving ample
revenue from the line. Some ten years ago
the Government spent approximately £10,000
on that line, and I have no doubt it has
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since recovered that sLure. The district is
improving. The Civic Hotel has been erected,
considerable drainage works have been un-
dertaken, a new convent school accommo-
dating 110 children has been erected, while
the attendances at the local State school hare
increased. Good transport facilities to the
district are therefore warranted. There is
no complaint about the service itself; there
are ample trains to carry the people.

We are reaching the stage wben it is un-
wise to extend tramway tracks much further.
We have had the experience of pulling up
tracks at flalkeith and Nedlauds. I incline
to the opinion that we have reached a point
in Inglewvood beyond which it would be un-
wise to extend the tramway system. If fur-
ther travelling facilities are required, a
trolley-bus system should be installed, or
omnibuses provided. I strongly urge the
Minister to give consideration to the points
I have raised in this connection.

I am much concerned about the recent
accidcnt that occurred at the Swan View
tunnel. -Many years ago I knew a young
man who fell off an engine there, and lost
part of his foot. Enginedrivers and firemen
often experience a difficult time when pas-
sing through the tunnel. A younger brother
of mine, who is an enginedriver and has
taken trains to Northam, told me of his ex-
periences in the tunnel during the hot
weather. They were particularly disagree-
able. There should be no engineering diffi-
culty in connection with this matter. A
suggestion has been made that the top of
the tunnel should be removed altogether. If
we have not Australian engineers capable of
overcoming the difficulty, then there are
enough American engineers here to advise
us on the matter and deal with it expedi-
tiously.

Mr. North: It is a matter of dollars or
f.s. d.

Mr. J1. HEGNEY: The problem should
be tackled as quickly as possible. In the
recent accident a man lost his life, while
another man suffered from carbon-monoxide
poison. It is fortunate that the disaster was
not greater. The man who lost his life has
left a widow and family. This is a matter
that should be dealt with by the Railway
Department. I wish to deal with one other
question. The member for Swan spoke about
the Midland Junction Workshops and said
they were nothing but a junk heap-

Mr. Doney: That was not quite what he
said.

IMr. J. HEGNEY: Except the recent muni-
tions annexe. In this instance the member
for Swan spoke without his book. He knows
nothing about the subject; he passed through
the workshops recently and that is all he
knows about them. I worked there myself,
and can say that the tradesmen trained in
those shops compare favourably with trades-
men in any part of the world, whether they
be fitters, turners, boilermakers, or copper-
smiths. They have initiative and ability;
some have secured positions in other parts
of the world and are holding down first-
class jobs. I remember when locomotives
were imported into the State and the tests
that had to be made of the boilers when
they arrived. The workshops then undertook
the manufacture of locomotives. That was
under the Collier regime. The work turned
out by the Midland Junction Workshops is
better than the work turned out by the best
engineering workshops in England. When
the member for Swan criticises the Midland
Junction Workshops as a junk heap he does
not know what he is talking about.

The men in Midland Junction are skilled
mechanics. As apprentices they went to
school in the Government's time, which was an
innovation introduced during the regime of
the Scaddan Labour Government. I had an
opportunity of going to school in the Gov-
ernment's time for a period of five years.
Twice a wveek I used to attend the Technical
School at Midland Junction at the Govern-
ment's expense when I was an apprentice.
The same applies to other apprentices today' ,
but they do not spend such a long term.
Some of the workers are of outstanding
ability. They are first-class mechanics, who
could take a job in any workshop of a
similar character in any part of the world.
They are capable of working in shipbuilding-
establishments and in structural engineering
enterprises in any part of Australia. A
friend of mine who worked with me at Mid-
land Junction went to eastern Australia aud
is an inspector of boilers in the New South
Wales workshops. He had ability but no
scope at Midland Junction, and be had to go
to the Eastern States which are getting the
benefit of his skill, the State being lie
loser thereby. I know many qualified fitters
of outstanding ability, who are holding down
good positions in various works such as the
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Water Supply Department and engineering
establishments in New South Wales. The
trouble is that there was ito scope for them
here.

It is necessary to develop the M.%id-
land Junction Workshops to a greater de-
gree. It is certainly not a junk-heap though
there is a certain amount of scrap iron lY-
ing about. Scrap ironi was sold to Japan
prior to the war. Hadfields at Bassendean
used to secure all the scrap metal from the
workshops, and they still get a lot of it.
The policy of the department was to get
rid of the scrap. Perhaps there are a few
decrepit engines at Midland Junction, but
it is not a junk-heap. If the hon.
member went to the workshops for a
period and took off his coat and worked
just as some other members of Par-
liament have, be would probably find, as
they have found, that he never knew men
until he worked there. He would learn to
appreciate them and to realise their mettle
and quality. He is trying to criticise a place
which is a first-class industrial establishment
in Western Australia, in fact the leading in-
,dustrial establishment here. It is the back-
ground of our industries hut he says it is a
junk-heap. He does not know what he is
talking about. I am sure the hon. member
will not speak in that strain again. I heard
him say that he had one electricity extension
in his electorate. That is not correct. I re-
member that on one occasion I got the then.
Minister for Railways, Mr. F. C. L. Smith
to go to his electorate. I made a mistake! i
made strong representations for electric light
in my own electorate but he went to the
member for Swan's electorate.

Mr. Sampson: That is a shocking admis-
sion.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That extension is along
Peechey-road.

Mr. Sampson: Gloryv be!
M1r. J. HEGNEY: That is an extension in

addition to the one the hon. member men-
tioned. I hope the matters I have brought
under notice will he reviewed by the Minis-
ter, and that the status quo will be restored.

MR. DOflY (Williams-Narrogin): I am
sorry the question of junk should have been
mentioned here. I have the opinion, and
so surely has everybody else, that the matter
has been over-discussed. It may have been
noticed that practically all the complaints
in respect of the railways have been very

strongly suggestive of the age-old antagonism
between city and country and, unfortunately,
justifiably so. In matters of railway con-
trol it seems that the dice is heavily loaded
against the rural areas. Members may have
noticed that it has been the representatives
of metropolitan electorates who have thanked
the Minister for Railways for henefts
conferred. Especially does that apply
to the member for Canning. I am not urg-
ing that as an argument against the member
for Canning. The industry of the hon. mem-
ber has entitled him to very many of the
advantages he has secured for his district,
though I regret that be seems to be an in-
veterate hater of the country areas. I do
not know why, but hie sees nothing right
about the rural areas and nothing wrong
about the city. Maybe that is of no real
importance.

The 'Minister for Labour: He does not like
publicity.

Mr. DO0NEY: No. As the Minister says he
hates publicity! The reason for this bias--
if bias it be-by the railway management
against the country is not so much that suc-
cesive Ministers have not had a due allow-

anc osypthy for rural areas, but that
one by one they have been gripped by tbe
system. It seems to tue that M1inisters-and
I am referring not only to the present Minis-
ter for Railways but to a large number of
his predecessors-instead of seeking to con-
trol the railway system have become part of
it. Whether that condlition of affairs will
ever change I do not know. Maybe in a
year's time when God wills it so, and there
is a change of Government, we shall have
a country member taking over the railways
and the country areas will come into their
own. The present M~inister for Railways,
instead of being in control of the system-

The Minister for Railways: I am just as
much in control, under the Act, as any other
Minister has been.

Mr. DONEY: But the Minister has still
the opportunity to hold his own opinions and
insist on their acceptance, just as much as
the Commissioner has.

The Premier: No. Have you read the
Government Railways Act?

Mr. DONEY: I knew a Minister who,
with proper deference to the Commissioner
of Railways, did actually control the rail-
ways. There are three questions I wish to
put to the Minister. Two of them deal with
claims for compensation. I have to bring
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these matters to the Chamber because I have
Dot been able to get satisfaction from the
Railway Department; that is to say, from
the Commissioner. That, however, is not
to complain of attention to correspondence.
Indeed, in that regard, I adlmit there is prob-
ably no better department than that of the
railways. In the matter of compensation,
however, they invariably deny liability, and
will never shift from that attitude. The two
claims I am about to refer to have been sub-
mitted to the Commissioner who, as always,
insists that he is protected under the Act
or under the regulations, or that he is un-
able to accept liability, or a dozen other
answers to the same effect and all meaning
the same thing. Almost invariably, too, he
goes to the trouble of pointing out that he
is just a "common carrier." I consider him
a most uncommon carrier.

The common carrier at least accepts
liability for loss and damage generally
and for delay; hut the Commissioner
has. merely to say that hie has decided
he is not liable. There is something
wrong, surely, when there are two parties
to a contract and one party is not heara
at all, and it simply remains for the other
party to say, "I am not liable." I have not
been one over the years to disparage the
railway system. Generally, I think, my re-
marks; have been quite to the contrary. Most
of the high officials of the Railway Depart-
nment are sound, knowledgeable and honour-
ahle men, and the working staff too is very
substantia]y above the average. In regard,
also, to the attitude the Commissioner al-
ways takes on questions of compensation, I
sin quite ready to admit that lie may not he
as culpable as appearances, suggest, that the
Adt and the regulations are heavily weighted
in his favour, and that he is taking an ad-
vantage which I, in his place, probably would
take. If that is so, the regulations should
certainly be put under revision immediately,
and the Act should be overhauled so that
questions might he dealt with upon a basis
of an equal measure of fairness to the com-
plainant and, of course, to the Commis-
sioner. This automatic protection, this free-
dom -from legal responsibility, is very, very
bad for both the Railway Department and
the public-unquestionably so for the pub-
lic. It can be seen that if the Commissioner
were made to pay for his mistakes, he cer-
tainly would not make as many of them. The
Minister himself, I think, would admit that
the absence of legal liability must inevitably

lead to some carelessness. I would like thy-
Minister to interject whether he does, or
does not, agree with that.

The Minister for Railways: In fact, 1 (10
not agree -with it. I think the Commis-
sioner does his best having regard to all
the circumstances, and that he is fair, just,
and impartial.

Mr. DONEY: That is an answer quite
easily made, but somnewhat trite and puerile
all the same.

The Minister for Railways: There is no-
thing puerile about it.

Mr. DONEY: The 'Minister says the Com-
missioner does his best. His best, I inform
the Minister, is not good enough. The care
I refer to the Mlinister here for his personal
judgment is in file C.T.M., T. 6, 981/40. The
correspondence has reference to a complaint
made by Mr. R. W. A. Warren, of Kalannie
Siding. I am not saying that the complaint
is wholly justified, for I have not been at
Kalannie to see the conditions to which Mr.
Warren makes reference; but I take it that
the Minister will have the advantage of re-
ports from railway officials who have been
on the spot. The substance of the complaint
is that a truck of 20 sheep was loaded by Mr.
Warren at Kalannie on the 29th June lost,
consigned to the Midland Junction salcyards.
The truck is alleged to have been in
a filthy condition; and when I mention
the fact that the truck was last used
for the conveyance of pigs on a pretty
long journey and subsequently was not
cleaned until the sheep had been put
in it, and the further fact that this was
-winter-time, one need not use a great deal
of imagination to realise that the truck
must have been filthy indeed. True, it
might have been all right for another con-
signment of pigs, but it certainly was not
fitted for the transport of sheep of the
quality that this breeder has been raising-.

The Minister for Railways: That wouild
bep the fault of some employee.

Mr. DONEY> Yes; but every one of the
employees is an agent of the Commissioner,
and the Commissioner is responsible for the
shortcomings of his agents, and therefore
equally responsible for ivhat may have
occurred at Kalannic Siding. However, it
will not surprise the 'Minister or anyone
else to learn that, consequent upon the con-
ditions I have described, the fleeces were
very badly fouled, and the sheep realised
very low prices. I hope the Minister can
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symipathise with Mr. Warren's feelings.
Naturally, Mr. Warren claims damages for
loss. He submitted that claim; it came to
my hands, and 1, on behalf of the Country
Party, wrote to the Chief Traffic M.Nanager
on the 9th September, 1942, as follows:-

The Country Party is in receipt of the en-
closed letter of complaint (the original of
which was sent to you) from Mlr. B. W.* A.
Warren of Kalannie, together with, copy of
your reply, wherein yo- isli responsibility
for the heavy losses whbich Mr. Warren has had
to suffer owing to your department's alleged
omission, on the occasion referred to, to miake
any attempt to clean trucks which, when last
previously used, are said to have carried a load
of pigs.

We would like to receive further informa-
tion from you setting out the regulations or
the sections of the relevant Act, that you rely
upon for your disclaimers.

The reply I received did not answer all my
questions. It answered a great number in
which I was not interested, but the two
points on which I particularly wished to be
informed werne left undecided. The essential
part of the reply is this-

Enquiries indicate that the stock wagon
when supplied was not considered to be in a
dirty condition. The sheep, I understand, were
loaded during heavy rain at 5 p.m. on the 29th
June last, and were actually standing in the
truck for fifteen hours before lifting. Such
being the case, undoubtedly the sheep would
be dirty on arrival at the saleyards. It is re-
gretted that the department cannot accept any
responsibility for alleged losses.

On receipt of that letter, M1r. Warren got
pretty angry, and wrote to the Commis-
sioner a letter all of which I shall not be
able to read, because it is couched in lan-
guage that would lead me into conflict with
the Chairman of Committees. The letter
states, inter alia-

I am simply astounded at the contents of
your letter, CTMI 5981/42, in reply to my comn-
plaint of July 23rd, re filthy sheep ran. It is
not a pleasant outlook if trucks are still to be
seat to consignors in such a disgracefully dirty
condition. Before being trucked, these sheep
were in no heavy rain, but even if they bhad
been, as every sheepnun knows, heavy rain on
sheep in a clean yard, pea or truck does not
dirty their wool. It is when the yards are
dirty that you strike trouble. Heavy rain
washes fleeces clean and cannot foul them.

That is what I especially draw the M1inis-
ter'sj attention to; the condition of the sheep
in the clean truck.

Will you now please explain why the other
sheep I trucked the same day in truck S2144,
which was -reasonably clean, dlid not get their
fleeces fouled en route, all the dirty ones com-
ing out of C8279?

le then carried on with language which it
would be undesirable to quote here. I am
rather sorry I cannot continue rending the
letter, because it is expressive to an extent
that I have not encountered for a long time-
The words used are those of a man full of
resentment because justice has been denied
him. A great deal of correspondence on
this matter has passed between the C.T.M.,
Mr.' Warren, the Primary Producers Asso-
ciation and myself. The railways have made
no departure from their oft-repeated denial
of responsibility. I regard the Minister,
and not the Commissioner, as the lnst word
in matters of this kind, and I fervently
hope that the Minister will, in his reply,
tell ine his personal view. I do not want
this matter again referred to the Commis-
sioner, whose views. I already know. I want
to hear the views of the Minister as a
businessman and, if I know him ar-ight as
I think I do, I will hear what he has to say
in due course.

The Minister for Railways: It was purely
adminimstrative.

M1r, DONEY: I quite admit that, but we
know that when administration breaks dlown
-and I claim it has here--there is only
one thing to do, not forget about it or refer
it again to the Commissioner, but refer it
to the Minister. 1. have no doubt that when
T give him the number of the file dealing
with the correspondence, the Minister will
Icok into it and give me his personal views.
I wish now to refer to a claim against the
Commissioner for compensation for the loss of
pigs. The relevant File is 'No. R.C. 14793 /42.
It deals with the question of compensation
for eight pigs railed by a firm of breeders
from Tinkurrin siding to Eoggitt Jones &
Co. This firm of breeders raises a particu-
larlyv good quality of pig. There is no one
in that part of the State who produces
better. Some of these pigs died in transit
from Tinkurrin to Midland Junction, and the
balanice of the consig-nment arrived in a very
distressed state. The Commissioner denies
responsibility. In order to give the MKinis-
ter a clear idea of 'what -happened, I will
read a letter, dated the 14th July, 1942,
froni Messrs. Foggitt Jones to the eon-
signors. It is as follows:-

Iu support of your claim against the
W.AA.ThR for the value of eight pigs dead in a
track, consigned from Tinkurrin to our Belle-
rue works on the 7th April, 1942, we desire to
set down the following particulars:-

The truck containing 69 pigs was due at our
works earl-y on Wednesday morning, the 8th
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April, but advice wras received on that day from
the Railway Department that, owing to a break-
down, it would not arrive until 4 p.m.

Had it arrived at that time there would
probably have been no damage for which to
claim compensation. The letter continues-

The truck, however, was not shunted into
our siding until 7.50 a.m. on thle following
morning, and the pigs, particularly in the top
deck, were in a very distressed condition, and
included eight dead pigs on your account.

We considered, from the evidence, that this
lass was due to the long exposure in transit
(24 hours longer than the normal Journey)
and lodged a claim with tile department on
your behalf. This claim, however, was to our
surprise disallowed, and we understand that
you are making further representations to hare
-the case reviewed.

I took the matter up onl behalf of my friends
at Tinkurrin, and received this letter from
the Railway Department in reply. 'Mem-
bers will be able to judge from this, the
nature of my submissions to the department.
The reply is dated the 6th August, 1942, and
is sent from the commercial agent's; offie
of the department. It is as follows:-

In connection with your call at this office
regarding a claim lodged onl behalf of Mr, RI.
McrDougall of Tinkurrin for the loss of eight

pigs consigned by him on the 7th April last to
Foggitt Jones & Co., Bellevue, the subject has
again been reviewed, but no valid reason canl
be found under which thle decision already
given can be altered.

He admits liability here for the delay, but
not for the resultant loss. The letter con-
tinues-

Owing to a mechanical failure to the train
hiauling the pigs, a delay did occur, but as the
cause was one quite outside the Commissioner's
power to prevent, liability in the matter canl-
not be accepted.

That is really funny to me. Delay by the
railways is admitted. If anyone else causes
damage to goods by delay-whether he can
help it or not-his liability remains un-
changed. I cannot get rid of my troubles
in that easy fashion. The letter goes on-

Under Clause 6 of the livestock regulations
the Commissioner does not guarantee the arri-
v-al of livestock at any particular time, by any
particular train, or for any particular market.

Nor apparently does he guarantee to deliver
it alive. He guarantees nothing; he just
lays down his own conditions.

The suggestion by 'Mr. M,%cDougall that the
,death of the pigs was the result of exposure to
the sun and heat is not borne out by the
weather records, which shlow that during the
time the pigs were in transit, the weather was
quite moderate.

It is therefore regretted that the decision
already conveyed cannot be departed from.
With all due respect to the commercial agent
I regard that as a most futile excuse. He
admits that he did not deliver on time in
accordance with the implied contract, says
that he could not help the delay, and con-
siders, that the subsequent loss and liability
should be shouldered not by him but by an
innocent person-the consignor of the pigs.
The letter amply explains the position and I
should say that the Minister, having had both
sides of the case presented to him, can surely
conic to a decision in at reasonable time,
which decision I hope I shall he able to send
to my friend at Tinkurrin with some degree
of pleasure.

Another miatter I wish to mention is not
a complaint; it deals with the main entrance
to the Perth railway station, Between the
outer barrier and Wellington-street there
is a square in which people waiting for trains
and] so forth usually congregate. There is
a great deal of delay in the arriv-al of trains
but I sam not complaining- of that. I have
come to regard these delays as, a natural
consequence of the war. Hut I want tn pre-
sent to the Minister an application on behalf
of some friends in the city for a1 long seat
to be placed on both the right and left-hand
sides going, in, where women, particuilarly
mothers with little children, may rest. While
they aye waiting for trains, they have to
stand, nnd this standing does, mothers no
good. They often have to wait one, two and
somnetimies three hours. No further remarks
should be needed by me to secure from the
Minister sympathetic con.ideration of this
request. I had other mnatters to bring for-
ward but, having regard to the passage of
time, I shall not submit them to the Chamber
at this stage.

MR. WIMOTT (Sussex) : Several mat-
ters, of which I intended to speak have been
well ventilated already, so I shall not dwell
upon them. One was the suggestion by tha-
Deputy Secretary of the Railways to the Comn-
monwealth Grants Commission that railway
freights and fares should be increased by
12 2 per cent. I thought of speaking at some
length on that matter because it will affect
residents of the Country greatly but, as I
understand Cabinet has not yet considered
the matter, the time is hardly opportune to
discuss the subject in this Chamber. It was
merely a recommendation by the Deputy



[10 DECEMBER, 1942.] 2051

Secretary to the Grants Commission and
awaits the consideration of the Government.
I do not know whether the Government has
yet considered it; all we have is the Press
report that the suggestion was made. I hope
that when Cabinet does consider the pro-
posal, it will bear in mind how any increase
of railway freights and fares will affect
country residents. I have a few local mast-
ters to discuss, the first being tile late run-
ning of trains.

The Minister for Mines: When I was at
Husselton, one train came in three or four
minutes ahead of time.

.Mr. WILLMOTT: On Saturday last a
train by which I was travelling was due at
Busselton at 3.45 pa, and did not arrive
until 5.15 p.m. On Monday morning, instead
of leaving Busselton at 11.10 a.m., it did not
pull out until 11.45 a.m. and arrived at Perth
at 9.15 p.m. I admit that this delay was due
to a breakdown of the engine just as we were
leaving Busselton. The engine blew a valve,
and another engine from the Margaret had
to take the train on. Such delays, however,
cause great inconvenience.

I wish to direct the Ministers attention
also to the lack of conveniences on [rains.
The member for M.t Magnet has complained
of the absence of lavatory compartments on
trains running in his electorate. We have
lavatories on our trains, but there is seldom
any water or lavatory-paper in them. I ask
the Minister to make a note of these matters
and see that proper provision is made for
passengers. There is seldom any water in
the wash-basins, and a passenger cannot get
a wash. This occurs especially on the traini
that leaves Busselton on Monday morning for
Perth. Under the new timetable that train
conmes direct from the Margaret. The
railway depot has been transferred from
Margaret River to Busselton. I have made
inquiries and have been told that the trans-
fer was made for reasons of economy, but
I fail to see where the economy conies in.
I have three timber mills in my district from
the Margaret southwards and, when a boat
is coming into Busselton to load, there is
not much notification of her arrival. Instead
of the engine and trucks being at the Mar-
garet depot they are kept at Busselton, and
the train has to go out to Margaret, pick up
the timber and bring it into Busselton. So
I say I am at a loss to understand where the
economy comes in. When we had a depot at

the Margaret, the enginedriver, fireman,
cleaner and other staff were stationed there.
For some reason the dlepot has been trans-
ferred to Busselton and this has caused a
great deal of inconvenience.

Quite a number of our trains have been cut
olut. I am not going to argue that point with
the Minister because I feel that in existing
conditions, owing to the shortage of locomo-
tives and rollingstock, it might have been
necessary to curtail the service, hut the cur-
[ailment has caused much inconvenience to
the travelling public, It seems to me that the
longer the journey one has to make, the worse
are the conditions one has to put up with.
Take the train that leaves Perth at 11.30 p.m.
for Busselton. A passenger may get a
sleeper as far as Pieton, where he arrives at
5.30 or 5.45 a.m., if the train is running on
time. There he changes for flusselton. Why
cannot the deppartment run a sleeping conch
through to Busselton! So I say that the
people having the longest journeys to make
have to submit to tile worst conditions. I
ant not suggesting for a moment that the
member for Bunbury should be deprived of
the sleeping car.

Mr. Withers: I call get out at Pieton
quite wvell.

Mr. WILLMOTT: There should be a
sleeping coach on the train right through to
Busselton. More consideration should be
extended to passengers making long jour-
neys. The train leaves Perth at 11.35, and
does not arrive at Flinder's Day till 5.40 on
Thursday and 3.45 on 'Monday. I have been
waiting the whole afternoon to make these
few remarks, and I shall he much obliged
if the Minister will look into the matters I
have raised. I would also like the Minister
to try to make compulsory-during the sum-
muer months, now that the railways are using
Collie coal-the use of spark arresters on
engines. For the past three summers we
have had very serious fires. I am told that
if spark arresters are used the engines lose
a certain amount of power. I am not an
enginedriver myself and I think I was told
this by- an enginedriver. Owing to shortage
of engines, those now in use have very
heavy loads to pull. I aim not saying that
what follows is true, but I understand that
sometimes the enginedrivers take the spark
arresters off in order to get more power.
The railways are obliged to use Collie coal
because we cannot now obtain Newcastle
coal. I ask the Minister to see that these
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regulations are carried out during the sum-
mer.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Ouildford-Mid-
land): I have been keenly interested in the
discussion of these Estimates. There has
been more concentration of thought and de-
bate upon the Railway Estimates this year
than for many years past. This the Minis-
ter must take notice of, because it is an in-
dication that public comments are compelling
members to note the disabilities that the
travelling public are called upon to suffer
under existing conditions. Speaking by and
large, the railways can be said to be my
-electorate. I am in a railway environment,
and consequently get a great deal of what
might be termed inside information with
regard to the general working and relevant
efficiency of the railways. While at times
one is forced to bring such matters uip in
public debate, I find it serviceable to make
representations direct to the various officers,
concerned with the particular function uin-
der observation,

The Commissioner of Railways is vested
with much authority. 'While members arc
not permitted to make direct representa-
tions to hinm on political matters, there is no
reason why they should not make repre-
sentations: upon matters over which the Com-
missioner has full jurisdiction. Members
should not he debarred fromt exercising that
right because, if they take a matter to the
'Minister, the Minister has to reflect the mem-
her's opinion when bringing the matter un-
der the notice of the Commissioner. The
Commissioner's report is sent to the M1inister
and is then transmitted to the member. I
know there must be a limitation, but I sub-
mnit that, although Parliament has given the
Commissioner authority to decide matters,
access of Parliamentary representatives to
1im should not be, nor do I think it is,
seriously questioned.

A matter was dealt with by my friend
and colleague, the member for Middle Swan,
who effectively disposed of it. I shall there-
fore not deal with it at length. I refer to
what might be termed the irresponsible con-
tribution to the debate by the member for
Swan. That hon. member bad no particular
knowledge of the subject, and to attack an
,efficient organisation in the way he did is
distinctly unfair and certainly not to the
advantage of the State. If we have a big
concern under Government control that is

obviously inefficient and is not working for
the general good and not studying
economical and effective management,
then it is right to comment on and
draw attention to it. But it is not
right to attack an organisation that is at
least efficient. It may not be as economically
managed as some people may desire, hut the
quality and quantity of its output, as well
as its workers, compare favourably with any
si inilar engineering concern in Australia.

Mr. floney: The hon. member did not deny
that. You are making it appear as if he
said svhat you are stating.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: All I can say
is that his contribution to the debate was
ill-advised.

Mr. Don cy: That is a different point.
Hon. W. D, JOHNSO'N: The workshops

possess nt fair proportion of modern macb-
inerv. It is not all that the management
desires, hut many improvements have been
effected to the mechanism in the shops. Much
of that improvement is due to the fact that
niaehines have been re-designed and re-
modelled, thus increasing their efficiency.
The membher for MKiddle Swan also pointed
out that we have only to make a survey of
similar engineering shops in the Eastern
States to find a fair sprinkling-compared
with the popilation of Western Australia-
of our trained mechanics working there.
Some of these are holding important posi-
tions. The reason is that our apprentice-
sh]ip regulations are more rigidly applied.
As the member for Middle Swan ably
pointed out, our aplprentices receive tech-
nical training which ensures their becoming
first-class mnechanics. T amt chairman of the
Technical School Advisory Board at M1id-
land Junction, whose function it is to attend
to the education of apprentices at the work-
shops. As the member for Middle Swan
pointed out, the apprentices receive this
education, which is compulsory, in the de-
partment's own time. The apprentices also
receive special training at the workshops and
at the end of their training are turned out
as competent fitters, carpenters, plumbers
and other tradesmen.

Then again the management of the
workshops is efficient. The management in
a number of cases, where detailed work has
to be supervised and directed, is largely
drawn front men who themselves were edut-
cated and trained in the wvorkshops. With
all of those advantages, I am prepared to

2052



[10 DaEcwRnxn, 1942.] 25

admit there is a good deal of dissatisfaction
in the workshops. That dissatisfaction has
developed in the war period. The reason for
it is that the workshops with their efficiency,
capacity, quantity and quality, and capable
management, are not receiving attention from
those who require war equipment and muni-
tions comparable with their special ability
in producing and supplying such require-
ments. The workshops are just suffering as
Western Australia suffers from isolation and
distance from the seat of authority in Can-
berra. Canberra's vision has never pioperly
reached Western Australia. We get odd jobs
and have a fair amount of expenditure hut,
compared with the orders concentrated
-regularly and systematically in Victoria,
South Australia and New South Wales,, and
to a large extent in Queensland, we are not
in the picture at all. Therefore the work-
shops management and the employees are
dissatisfied, and feel that they have not been
used to their capacity. I am also glad a
good deal of attention has been given to the
sad disaster that took place in the tunnel
recently.

I have been member for Guildford-
Midland for many years, and as far back as
I can remember efforts have been made to
get those in authority to recognise the danger
of that tunnel. It has been raised today as
a new thought that flues should be put
through, that there should be funnels to take
out the gases and the smoke, and that they
should he driven or sucked through the ceil-
ing up through the crown of the hill above
the tunnel. That is a very old suggestion. It
has been investigated. I cannot remember
the actual decisions in regard to it, but if
the Minister will Jock up the filies of 20 or
25 years ago he will find the matter was ex-
haustively inquired into and was not
proceeded with for some reason which
I Amn not able to explain at the
moment. The project was dropped by the
Government and that action was practically
condoned by the unions, so there must have
been something like a convincing reply. It
must be borne in mind that there is a definite
industrial burden on the department since it
pays a special amount per day to those men
who have to drive through the tunnel. My
idea is that the tunnel should be removed
altogether. There never was any need for a
tunnel. The hill is not great enough to re-
quire one. The top of the hill is not far
removed from the top of the tunnel, and

a decent-sized cutting could have been put
through without this silly idiotic idea that
we cannot have a railway system unless
there is a tunnel associated with it.

As a matter of f act the grade there could
be avoided. There is a better grade down
the hill. It is obvious to anyone viewing
the locality that that particular in-
cline where the tunnel is could be avoided
at an economic cost. Today we have loss
of life and the loss of a train-all that
expense for something that is not necessary.
There is no need for the tunnel at all and
I hope that the recent disaster -will concen-
trate public opinion, -and particularly the
opinion of the industrial workers associated
with this particular activity, on the need for
removing the tunnel, Either let the top be
blown off or take the grade from there and
put it round the side of the tunnel, so as
to get a lesser grade and avoid danger to.
the employees. The fact that we are pay-
ing is. a day extra to a lot of workers is
indication that some interest will be avail-
able for any capital expenditure that will
be necessary. If we remove the tunnel the
industrial imposts will not be necessary. I
do not know whether members have thought
of this.

Take the grade frona Adelaide to the
railway station at Mt. Lofty! Remem-
her the tunnels that are passed through, all
on up-grade. But the design was different.
I am of the opinion that the trouble with
the design of this tunnel is not that the ceil-
ing is wrong, but that the floor is wrong.
An attempt was made either to perpetuate
the grade through the tunnel to meet with
the grade both at the entrance to the tunnel
and as the tunnel is lef t, or it was aggra-
vated. There was no need for that. The
floor could have been altered and the tunnel
approached with an alteration of the grade
as the app~roach came and aggravated, if
that was so necessary, through the other side
of the tunnel. The engine is through first,
and it would not matter how far the train
was back in the tunnel provided the grade
was eased uip during the process of going
through. The whole thing is faulty. The
conception of the construction of the track
was wrong. The whole survey was wrong.
If members travel between bore and Chid-
lows or Spencer's BrTook or Woorolco and
look out of the train they will see a railway
hank having on it a costly constructed cut-
ting. Look in another place and there will
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be found another cutting. Look on the other
side and it will he seen again. Looking
deeper one can see four, five or six of these
constructed banks.

At one time the trains used to run over
a particular surveyed track. That was re-
moved and a lower grade was cut. There
was another removal to get a lower grade
again. Ultimately the surveyors discovered
that the lowest they could get was
a one in 80 grade. It is just the same with
the tunnel. The grade is there today.
Nature has supplied it, but the stir-
-veycrs were not capable of finding it.
The trouble is that the design in the first
place was based on wfong information sup-
pied by those who surveyed the grade and
designed the tunnel. However, I am glad to
hear this discussion, which will bring under
the notice of railw-ay unions the amount of
attention given to this question by members.
I hope the discussion will be helpful in get-
ting something like reform of that particular
weakness of our system which sacrifices the
lives of some men, injures the health of many,
and at the same time has proved a costly de-
feaL. After all, it was not necessary to lput
*a tunnel there just in order to be able to say
that we had a tunnel and possessed a rail-
-way system. The whole thing was wrong,
-and we should concentrate suficeiently to get
rid of it

A good deal of attention has been given to
railway equipment and railway management
I submit that since the Loan Council and the
Financial Agreement have operated, the
legitimate form of managing and directing
State activities has been changed. It has
been changed because of the economic change
due to Loan Council direction and Loan
Council control. But while the Loan Council
hias altered the position, we have tried to go
on in exactly the same way as regards the
economic aspect of the various activities-
and this applies particularly to the rail-
ways-that operated he fore the changed
economic conditions due to the Loan Council.
I wish this Committee to realise that the
Financial Agreement has revolutionised the
b)asis of our economic system, but that Par-
liamntt has never applied itself to appre.
drating that change is necessary on our part
because of the interference with our economic
rights and control due to the 1925 Financial
Agreement, which created the Loan Council.

No department of State, no instrumentality
of State, has suffered from that more than

have the railways. Instead of getting a
changed economic outlook because of the
change in our control of State economies,
there has been improvisation over the years.
As a mater of fact, the feature of Treasury
control today is improvisation from month to
month. I have outlined to the Committee
that we have a monthly balance. There is no
such thing as Annual Estimates; they are
in fact monthly estimates, monthly because
of concentration on Loan Council conditions.
It is thus that we require a monthly budget.
It is imp~rovisation from month to month,
and the Railway Department has been trying
to improvise all the time, trying to make one
month fit into the other month because of the
pressure and influence of those behind the
concern known as the Loan Council.

Let us analyse the position. The member
for Nedlands raised the question of taking
revenue from the Harbour Trust I inter-
jected that we had taken upwards of £100,000
a year from that Trust at times. That prac-
tice still goes on. But the extraordinary
economic position is that now we take a cer-
tain amount of that revenue, and, the harbour
not having been completed sufficiently to
cope with demands, is now calling for further
capital expenditure. That money has to be
lent, and the loan of it entails payment of
interest; so we are taking revenue from
the Harbour Trust and putting the amount
into general revenue, and then taking out of
loan f'unds the requirements of the Harbour
Trust and charging interest on the amount.
That is what I mean by improvisation, but
instances can be multiplied throughout our
State economny. One sees it every way. We.
aire merely cheeseparing, carrying on as best
we tan under an impossible burden; and the-i
we arc trying to resist unification. Gradually
but surely, financially the State cannot he
carried on. The member for Aft. Mag-
net spoke of the scandalous condition of
his train service, but I tell the hon. member
that it cannot be remedied, there not being
sufficient money in the State to provide the
necessary decent accommodation. And so it
is at Busselton and elsewhere!I The whole
position is nothing but improvisation. We

shudstand up to it and realise that 'we
have to reconstruct our economic conditions
to fit in with the altered conditions due to the
Financial Agreement of ]028. The economic
factor of our railways, therefore, has beonie
unbalanced and unstable. I symnpathise with
the Atinister. I have been Minister for Rail.
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ways. When I was at the Railways we were
in affluent circumstances.

To give an interesting ]ittlc review, we
were then drawing enormous revenue from
the goldfields, and that revenue was being
put back into construction work which today
would be carried out from loan, and could
have been done from loan in those days.
The work was done ns "Betterment.' The
Betterment Vote represented a raiding of
the revenue, and it was worked in this way.
The then Commissioner of Railways, Mr.
W. J. George, used to aggravate or expand
his wages account, obtaining considerably
more than he could use, and then his savings
from that account -were put into an account
called "Betterment." The whole thing was
regulated on that basis. Surplus income
was wrongly supposed to be paid away in
wages. Earlier in the discussion I inter-
jected that the railway from Kalgoorlie to
Menzies. was largely, if not wholly, built
from the revenue of those days. The Min-
ister for Railways today has no such happy
position. He is behind scratch all the time,
owing to the fact that he has to provide,
under the Financial Agreement of 1928, a
sinking fund. That makes his position im-
possible.

If 1 were Minister I would simply
say, "The position is impossible. I am sick
and tired of this parsimony-cutting out ac-
commodation on trains, refusing to do re-
pairs to locomotives and allowing trucks to
run when they are obviously a burden on
the engine pulling them. While all tbat kind
of thing is going on the position cannot do
anything but get worse under the present
economic order between Commonwealth and
States." When we realise that roughly one-
third of the State public debt is invested in
the railways, we can see how serious it is to
go on as we are trying to do at present. I
believe that the time is coming when the
Commonwealth will take over the -railways.
That time will be speeded up in order that
there may be a uniform gauge, so as to
avoid any break of gauge between Brisbane
and Fremantle. One cannot go to the East-
ern States -without meeting people who talk
about it. I cannot see how a uniform gauge
can he introduced unless it is associated
with control by the national authority. I do
-not mean that all the railways will pass into
the control of the Commonwealth, but the
main railway system-that comprising the
4ft. 8 / inch gauge-will, I think, within a

reasonable time be taken over by the Fed-
eral authorities.

If that is so, this is not the time to go into.
the question of a complete review of the
whole of our railway system. If conditions
were otherwise, I would urge that the time
is opportune for a complete review to be
made of the system. in this State, its service
to the community, its rollingstock, as com-
pared with the needs of the service, the
equipment in the workshops and elsewhere,
and the general standard of maintenance of
the permanent way and that of the rolling-
stock. We want to get an expert cow mis-
sion to deal with those matters. I believe
the Commonwealth will soon be taking a
hand in this question. I was talking of im-
proviation, and showing to what exent the
railways have to resort to, not questionable
practices, but undesirable andl unfair prac-
tices to increase their revenue. The farm-
ers at a given stage decided that the econo-
mical system to handle their wheat was by
bulk handling, and they made representa-
tions to the railways conveying their desires,
proving the efficiency of their scheme and
asking that the necessary rollingstock he pro-
vided. The railways asked them to provide
the money ats they could not afford the capi-
tal expenditure. Although there -was no
actual contract, they conveyed the impression
that if the farmers provided the money for
these special trucks to carry the bulk wheat,
it would in due course he refunded. One
hundred steel trucks of large capacity
were built and the cost, which I
cannot recall, was met by Co-operative Bulk
Handling, Ltd. These trucks today ara
in general use, not only for hulk wheat but
for all purposes. The rail-ways have never
paid a bob for them! Of course, Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling, Ltd. has written them
off as a bad debt. That is unfair improvisa-
tion.

Again, at about that period thousands of
trucks, were shunted into the sidings. A
considerable numher were sent to Robb's
Jetty, near the Naval Base. Some were
taken to the siding at Guildford, and to
numbers of other sidings throughout the
eastern wheathelt. Any siding with storage
capacity and not in general use had these
trucks marked with the yellow cross sent to
it. They could not be repaired because of
economic conditions, and they could not be
used because they were not in running order.
Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., wanted
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to expand and suggested that these trucks
should be used. It was pointed out that
they could not be put into operation; that
while the undercarriage was all right, the
upper structure was in a deplorable state of
repair, and would not hold wheat. The
Westralian Farmers experimented with theme
and ultimately found that they could econ-
omuically make them, usable by lining them
with a light canvas, and extending the walls
by a good type of canvas and so make them
able to carry their full load of grain safely.

Many trucks were equipped in that way.
Instead of the railways saying that they
were grateful to use for experimenting and
proving what could be done, they charged
us for carrying the bindings and equip-
ment necessary to wake these trucks effective,
and they are still doing so. The thing is
ludicrous and wrong. There is no justice!I
We showed them how to use their rolling-
stock and have paid them enormous revenue
for its use, and now every time a truck lin-
ing is dismantled and ire roll. up the equip-
mient and send it back to the siding at which
it is to be used again, ire are charged full
:Freight. That is the kind of improvisation
,of which I speak. It is robbery! The
policy of the Treasurer and the railways is
to collar money every time a chance offers.
Their idea is this: Try anything out, and if
.you. can get away with it, put the proceeds
into the Treasury, but if you can't, apologise,
and withdraw the impost! They got away
with this for years and are still getting
:away with it. I do not think it will be
reviewed until the Commonwealth steps in
atnd takes a hand in re-organisation.

I want again to show how it has extended
in a most unfair way to the men in the
workshops. The member for Nedlands was
interested in the question of the worker who
reaehes the age of 65, which is the retiring
age, and who, having contributed to the
superannuation fund, makes arrangements
to retire, and on retirement is paid £2 a
week for the rest of his life. Within recent
limes, however, when such a man arrived at
the age of 65 years, he was told that uinder
the manpower regulations he would not be
-released, but must remain in the workshops.
By doing that he was denied the £2. a week
because the superannuation scheme lays
,down that no~ne employed in the depart
vneat can draw his superannuation. The
,department said, "You. must remain in em-
ployment and therefore cannot draw your

superannuation." See how unfair that is! I
will quote eases based on actual facts but
with fictitious names. Jack Jones was a
wood machinist, a capable man who reached
the age of 65. He wlent out and was imme-
diately employed in private activities doing
exactly the work in which he was skilled.
He received the award pay plus the £2 a
week superannuation for which he had pro-
vided. Bill Brown was also a machinist in
the same part of the workshops, but on
reaching 65 lie was retained. He received
the ordinary pay for the job and was denied
the £2 a week. Thus the man kept in the
workshops is robbed of an earning capacity
that he would have outside. He is robbe
of money for which he has provided, plus,
of course, the Government subsidy.

The Premier: Why should he get all that
money for nothing?

Hon. W. DR JOHNSON: The scheme
allowed him to draw £2 a week on reach-
ing 65.

The Premier: Yes, if he retired from
work. If not, he got what he earned, which
is quite reasonable.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The. Premier's
policy is to retire men at 65. A certain sec-
tion of men were retired at 65. They went
outside and earned the full wage and re-
ceived the £E2 a week superannuation. Then
a time came when others were told they
could not leave but were forced to remain
under the manpower authority contained in
the National Security Regulations and are
thus robbed of £2 a week.

The Premier: No.
Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: The Premier

might try to justify that but he cannot do
so. I wrote to the Premier giving the case
of Joe Townsend. I gave the union history
and outlined the unfairness of the treat-
ment. I received a reply from the Minister
for Railways trying to justify what had been
done, as the Premier is trying to justify it
now, I protested; I would -not accept the
reply as it was so unfair. Ultimately,
Tlownsend's ease was made a special ease and
it was decided that he should be released.

The Premier: People should not try to get
more than they earn.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier had
denied Townsend the right to receive the
£2 a week. He could not leave as the
National Security Regulations; enabled him
to he ke-pt in his job.

The Premier: No0.
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Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: It is of no use
the Premier saying no. I wrote to the Pre-
miter. It is on record. I have given the
name of the man and I say that the Pre-
mier forced him to remain uinder National
Security Regulations as implemented by the
manpower authorities. The member for
Nedlands had other eases and spoke to me
about them. I told him he had better put up
his own ease, which he did. I explained to
him that I had concentrated on Townsend's
case, which ended up in the Premier giving
him the right to leave. Whether he has left,
I do not know, but I sent him a letter con-
taining his release.

The Premier:- A man is not going to get
a pension and wages.

Hon. W. U. JOHNSON: Then the Pre-
mier is discriminating between the man who
goes out and the man who stays in.

The Premier: Those men ore not a hit
grateful to the Government for what it has
,done.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier can-
inot put that over ate. I amn proud of the
superannuation scheme.

The Premier: So am I, hut nobody is
going to take advantage of it.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: The men in the
railway service are particularly grateful to
the Government for that scheme, but they
say that the administration discriminates be-
twveen man and man. It is the d1iscriminiation
they resent.

The Premier: No one is nnfairly treated.
Hon. W. D. JOHNTSON: If that is so,

when I find out about others, I shall submit
their cases to ensure that they all receive
epqual treatment under the a dministration of
the superannuation Act

Here is a matter still more serious. At
one period the Treasury had a brain wave
-and decided that these workers should take
their accumulated long-service leave pro rata
before the actual date of their retirenient,

The Premier: The Government decided
that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I thought it was
one of those brain waves suffered by the
Treasury in improvising the general. econ-
omic administration.

The Premier interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!I I cannot allow

these interjections to continue. The bon.
-member who has the floor will kindly ad-
dress the Chair.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: Effect was given
to the decision. There were protests against
it. The unions protested, but it was Gov-
ernment policy and was put into operation.
However, a sergeant in the police force,
whose name I have forgotten for the mom-
et-

The Minister for Railways: Sergeant
Houston.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is right;
a member of the Police Employees' Union,
held the opinion that the decision was wrong,
and on reaching the age of 66, he protested.
The union took the matter to the court and
the court declared it illegal. From then on
that policy was discontinued.

The Premiier: It was not a very honour-
able proceeding.

Ilomi. W. D. JOHNSON: Then those who
had had the money taken fromu them illeg-
ally applied for payment and a number of
them were paid. Some are being paid to-
day.

The Premier: Really robbing the com-
miunity: giving no service.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier
can take that point of view if he likes, but
I shall not.

The Premier: I think that everybody who
receives money fronm the State should earn
it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: When Houston
Proved] that this p)olicy was wrong, men who
had had the mon~y taken from them applied
for it and were paid.

The Premier: How did they have money
taken front them ?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are deal-
ing with the administration of the Railway
Department, not with the supera nznation
fund.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am aware of
that.

The CHAIRMAN: I want the hon. mem-
ber to confine his remarks to the Railway
Estimates and an assurance from the mem-
ber for Gnildford-Midland that he -will link
up his statements with these Estimates.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Most decidedly!
That is why I am on moy feet. When the
railway employees found that this matter
was illegal, they applied for payment of the
amount. Some railway employees have been
paid, others are being paid. Some of them,
however, were retired some years before the
point was clarified; actually, over six years
before. This is what I resent: The Govern-
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went is using the Statute of Limitations and
is saying to one employee, "You have been
retired for 5 ' years and will be paid," and
to another employee, "You have been retired
for over six years and will get nothing."

The Premier: They are all trying to get
something for nothing.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier
must realise that I represent a railway con-
stituency.

The Premier: You do not think those men
ought to rob the Government, surely-?

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I say that the
Government oughit not to discriminate be-
tween man and man.

The Premier: If a man works he is paid.
Ron. W. D. JOHNSON:- The Government

has paid scores of these men, hut the un-
fortunate mnan who happened to he retired
over six years ago is denied payment be-
cause the Government says the Statute of
Limitations applies to him.

The Minister for Labour: We are paying
all those we are legally called upon to pay.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Govern-
ment is making use of the Statute of Limi-
tations.

The Minister for Labour: We are using
the law, in the same way as those men used
the law to get the money.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. They did
not use the law. The Government commit-
ted an illegal act. There was a clarification
of the law.

The Premier: It was not the law at all.
It was an award.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Ministers resent
my raising this matter; but I have written
to them explaining it in detail. I have ap-
pealed to them to realise the injustice of it.

The Minister for Labour: There is no in-
justice.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Unquestionably,
it is an injustice for a workers' Government
to use the Statute of Limitations.

The Premier: Should the taxpayers be
called upon to pay something they are not
liable to pay?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Government
took the money in a wrong way.

The CHAIRMAN: I again draw the at-
tention of the member for Guildford-M1idland
to the fact that this is a debate solely upon
the administration of the depatment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is so.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
link up his remarks with the administration
of the department, or he may not proceed.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: I am dealing
with employees of the Railway Department.

The Minister for Labour: They are not
employees of the Railway Department.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: They are.
The Mlinister for Labour: They are not.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is the kind

of thing I resent. I do not like the Gov-
ernment taking- points of that description.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I1 will not allow
the member for Guildford-Mfidland to pro-
ceed unless he withdraws. I will Dot permit
him to reflect upon members of the Govern-
ment.

]Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What did I
say ?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member in-
ferred that Ministers were showing points.
That is a reflection upon the Government
and the m~nubers of it. The hon. member
must withdraw.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Right, 0! 1
withdraw. I said these men were workers
employed by the Government who had been
retired. The Minister for Labour says they
are not employees of the Government at the
moment, because they have been retired. I
do not like that kind of explanation. What
I want to place on record is that the Gov-
ernment is discriminating between employee
and employee in the railway service. I
want a uniform arrangement by which each
worker will get equal justice. The use of
the Statute of Limitations to my mind is
something that a Labour Government should
not resort to. As I started out to explain,
I believe that our railway system has
got into a rut. The whole caboose
wants a thorough overhaul and investi-
gation. I do not say that that should
be (lone at the moment, because I believe the
Conmmon wealth will take action in regard to
our railways within a reasonable time.

ATr. Needham: You have said that three
or four times during your speech.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: I am emphasising
it tar the benefit of the hon. member. The
Comonwealth will, in my opinion, take over-
a section of our railways. That will be dono
by negotiation between the Commonwealth
and the State. Therefore, it would be wrong,
in my opinion, to deal with that matter at
the moment,
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Mr. Hughes: Why not let the Common-
wealth take the lotS

lion. W. D. JOHNSON: If I had my way,
the Commonwealth would take the lot. There
is no doubt about thaL. From what I have
read and heard, I do not think the Common-
wealth will take over all our railways. Some
adjustment will be made, and therefore to
hold an~inquiry into the railway system at
present would be inopportune. We had
better let matters remain as they are until
the Commonwealth's intentions are known,
and until we see exactly what is left to us
and whether we can do better in the future
than we are now doing- and have done in the
past. I am sorry that I have had to bring
-up these industrial matters, but I did so at
the request of the union. I have not done
so of my own volition.

Mr, Hughes: Why should you be sorry?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Well, I am not.

-sorry. I simply want this to appear in
"-Hansard." What I have done is done at
the request 'of the union, which has followed
the matter uap right through and demanded
that I take some action to get justice for
these men. There is nothing else I can do
inow. I have raised the matter in the Cham-
ber, and I hope the Government will appre-
ciate that an injustice is being done to these
men.

Mr. Hughes: Houston is back at work. I
saw him yesterday.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: That is all right;
he has gone hack voluntarily. I am not deal-
ing with Houston in particular; I am deal-
ing with the railway employees generally.
.Railway employees have been denied pay-
went of this money. One man is entitled to
£80, and is refused payment because the
Statute of Limitations enables the Govern-
ment to withhold payment. That is unfair
discrimination. I object to discrimination
between worker and worker.

MRS. OAXDfLaLrOIVER (Subiaco): I
know members are tired and hungry, and
have all come to the conclusion that oar rail-
way system is the worst in the world. So I
will not deal with the railways. I want, how-
ever, to speak about the trains. The Minister
-ill remember that last year he distinctly said
that he would look into points that I raised
then. His predecessor also made the promise,
but so far nothing has been done. I refer
to the steps on the tramns. The Minister
definitely promised to do something about

them. It is not a question of high finance;
it is a small matter, but it means a great
deal to young mothers with child red and to
old people. To them it is of extreme import-
ance. Many accidents bare occuirred-more
possibly than the Minister realises. To at-
tend to these steps would not cost much, even
in war-time.

The Minister for Railways: I have dealt
with the matter.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I hope some-
thing will be done. I know the Minister will
endeavour to do what he can. I have only
risen to remind him that we are still wait-
ing for something to happen.

MR. TONKfI (North-East Fremantle):
I draw attention to a development in con-
nection with suburban railway traffic which
is causing considerable hardship to a worthy
section of the community. Apparently the
Railway Department is unable to appre-
ciate the natural development of the times.
So many men have been called up, and so
many are obliged to work overtime, that
women who previously were not in the habit
of travelling about a good deal during the
week are obliged to do so in order to do
the shopping that the menfolk cannot do.
It is a common spectacle to see wvomen
standing in the streets letting tram after
train go by because there is no room to take
their prams. That is bad enough. But one
would have imagined that the Railway De-
partment would have been able to deal with
the situiationi, because it has so many more
facilities for handling prams. We find, how-
ever, that women are allowed to travel from
one station to another, hut upon arriving at
their destination discover that their prams
have been left behind and sometimes they
have to wait for two or three trains to
come in before their prams arrive, On
Sunday last I was informed of two concrete
examples. A woman boarded a train at
Daglish to proceed to F'remantle in order to
catch the 10.55 bus which was proceeding
to East Fremantle. When she arrived at
Fremantle she found that her pram had niot
been brought down. She made inquiries at
the station, and was told fhere was not
sufficient room on that train and that the
pramn would probably be on the next train.
When the next train came in there was still
no pram. The Fremantle Station rang
Daglish Station and ascertained that the
pram. was still there. It arrived by the
next train, with the result that the woman
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was kept waiting about one and a half hours
for the pram which should have arrived
with her.

The other v'ase was that of a woman with
four children who boarded a train at Perth
and] alighted at Claremont, where she dis-
covered the pram had been left behind. I
do not know whether she recived her pram
or not. I am only able to say with regard
to that case that when she arrived at Clare-
mont her pram had not been brought down.
Surely it is possible on a railway systemn to
transport prams for people. There may be
those who say that women should not travel
with children and should leave their prams
at home. I am not one of those. Conditions
have mnade it absolutely necessary for some
people to travel more than usual, and they
cannot leave young children at home. We
should not expect them to carry the children
about in their arms if they have long dis-
tances to travel. I hope the department
will show some imagination in this matter
and make the necessary provision to cope
with the situation. I would go so far as to
suggest that the first-class carriages should
be left off the trains and extra guards-vans
included, rather than that proms should be
left on stations. It is absolutely unfair and
unwarranted. I had not heard of the matter
prior to this week but I understand it has
been going on for some time, with nobody
taking any notice. I hope the 'Minister will
get busy on this matter and see that some-
thing is done. We know that there is a
limited capacity on tramears and we have
to put up with that position. We know
there is a limited capacity on buses;) but
there is not a limited capacity on trains.
If there is, it is time we stopped running
them.

Mr. Thorn: What is wanted is brake-
vans, but it is a matter of whether they are
available.

Mr. TONKIN- Then let us put the prams
in first-class carriages, instead of -running
them empty. A way can be found to trans-
port these prams. If they are going to be
left behind on Sundays what is going to
happen during the week? It is only a small
matter to us, but it is a very vital matter
to women who are obliged to travel about
with their children.

Mr. Thorn: It is a provision wre should
make.

Mr. TONKIN. I am certain it is and it
is one we could make if we attempted to

do so. I hope the Minister 'will realise the
justice of the claim of these persons to rea-
sonable consideration.

The Minister for Railways: I was n~ot
aware of the position.

[Mfr. Withers took the Chair,]

MR. HflL (Albany) : It is evident fromn
the remarks of boa, members that tbere is a
lot of dissatisfaction in connection with the
railways. If we look at the returns placed
before us each year we notice that in spite
of the very high costs of our ports and
railway services those activities make very

subtaniallosses. I do not wish to delay
the Committee, but briefly I would state that
our troubles today are very largely due to
the fact that we have not and never have
had a sound transport administration in this
State. }'or many years the railways "-cre
constructed for the benefit of those politicians
who could pull the most strings. When the
damage was, done the Railway Advisox-y
Committee was constituted. Today the port
-or the influences at the port-that can pull
the most strings has money spent on it. As
we look around we find that in addition to
heavy losses and unsatisfactory services we
have the biggest self-governing unit in the
world, and the one port handling 90 per
cent. of the trade of the State.

I have given this matter a lot of
consideration, and I am quite satis-
fled that one of our greatest needs so
far as railways ReC concerned is to have
a total transport administration. Railways
are only one transport activity and their
work very largely depends upon other transt-
port activities. It is absolutely essential
that we consider the transport system as a
whole. After giving the matter very serious
consideration I have drawn uip a proposal
for a transporyt administration for our
State. It is based on the reports of the
Federal Transport Committee of 1929, the
Royal Commission on Transport in Great
Britain, the Royal Commission on TransRport
in South Australia, the Royal Commission
on Transport in Queensland, the report of
the General Manager of South African lRail-
ways and Harbours and our own knowledge
.and experience. The suggestions I now put
forward for the consideration of the Com-
mittee are--
Transport Policy:

Akll transport to be under a Minister for
Transport who will be the Mfinisterial head of
the Department of Transport.
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The function of that department will be to
study continually the problems of transport,
and the aim of the department will be to pro-
vide the State with the most efficient, co-ordin-
ated, up-to-date, and economical services pos-
sible.

The department will have to deal with all
phases of transport-for example in the case
of farmers from the farm to the oversea, port.
It must aim to have all the various forms of
transport acting where they can best serve the
interests of the community, and all co-operat-
ing and co-ordinating for the common good.
Freights to be at a rate comparable to direct
route to destination.

The object of the department will be not to
deal with any one phase but with all phases
combined, so that the total costs may be kept
to the ninimuml.

The following depnrtments will be under the
control of the Minister for Transport--

Railways, Tramways, Ferries;
Transport Board;
State Shipping Service;
A State J-arbonrs Board with local Har-

bour boards at the miost important
ports;

Main Roads Board;
Air transport.

The permanent head of the Department of
Transport to be a Commissioner or Director
of Transport. Under him will be--

Commissoner of Railways;
Chairman, State Transport Board;
Chairman, or General Manager, of State

Harbours Board;
Commissioner of Main Roads;
Manager, State Shipping Service.

A Transport Council to be appointed and to
consist of the following:-

Minister for Transport (Chairman);
Commissioner (or Director) of Transport

(Deputy Chairman);
Members: Commissioner of Railways;

Commissioner of Main Roads; Chair-
man, State Transport Board; Chair-
man (or General Manager) State Biar-

- ours Board; Manage;, State Shipping
Service or other shipping man; repre-
sentatives of commercial interests;
representatives of primary industries;
representatives of industrial interests;
representatives of Defence Depart-
ment, and Airways.

The fulnctions of the Transport Council will
be:-

To consider any matter affecting more
than one form of transport;

To consider all major harbour work, the
development, extension or otherwise
dealing with any port;

To consider the extension, construction, or
closing of any railway;

To consider the developmental roads
policy;

To co-ordinate all forms of transport in-
eluding airways as far as possible.

I fully realise that the Minister for Trans-
port-when we have one-will have a Her-

cuc an ta.,k, because whenever reform is sug-
gested someone must be called upon to make
sacrifices; and when that call is made, there
is always opposition. In conclusion I would
like to point out that the task of the pro-
posed Minister for Transport will he
to consider the State as a whole, and
not as a parochial scheme of different
localities; to plan so that we can catch
up with our past mistakes; to call
modern science and invention to the natural
advantagaes which we have at hand. The
policy must be based on the needs of the
future, and not on the mistakes of the past-.
We mast consider not what our grandfathers
did, but what our grandchildren require.
Our -Minister for Transport-when we get
one--will need to be a statesman, and not
a politician. He will need to consider the
next generation, and not the next election.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-State Batteries, £65,882; Cave

House, £10,335-agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 7.29 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 11
a.m., and read prayers.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT
AMENDMENT.-

Assembly's Message.
Message from the Assembly notifying that

it had disagreed to the Council's amend-
ment now considered.

In committee.
Hon. V. Hasnereley in the Chair; the

Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill.
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